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Ciller refuses coalition offer 

I ANKAR A / 1 ~T'“ kish MWner-designae Bulent 
fT^ °T a " eam ° D «flfcSda sev^ 

I blow on Wednesday when conservative leader Tancn mi.*. 
ngected iris offer to join a government Ecevitsaidln^ Z 
■ would try ©fcm i a minority coalition with Ciller's rival con 
savative leader, Mesut Yilmaz. Oiler Tm*-..-. c 


repwos m pumauieru aner ine meeting. “I do not give m 
easSy-'I said I am willing to form a minority government/' 
Ph-sident Suleyman Demirel asked veteran leftist Ecevit lo 
form a government last week after the collapse in November 
of a minority coalition led by Yflmaz under corruption alle- 
gations. Any new government. would probably nxn the coun- 
try only unt i i elections, set by parliament for April 1999. 
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Albright to visit Jordan 

WASHINGTON (R) — Secretaty of Suite Madeleine 
Albright will visit Jordan on Dec. 15 alter accompanying 
President Bill Clinton to Israel and the Palestinian Gaza Strip, 
a senior State Department official said on Tuesday. Albright 
would meet with Jordanian officials for several hours to 
assess progress in the Middle East peace process, said die 
official who asked not to be named. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Saturday said Jordan's 
security would suffer if Palestinians were denied their '"legit- 
imate right” to an independent state. Jordan, home to over a 
million registered Palestinian refugees and many more Jor- 
danians of Palestinian descent, signed a peace treaty with 
Israel in 1 994. His Majesty King Hussein, who is in the Unit- 
ed States undeigoing cancer treatment, played a pivotal role 
in getting Israel and the Palestinians to finally sign a peace 
deal in ttfye after days of marathon negotiations and delays. 
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Crown Prince 
receives Aziz 

.. AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, on 
Wednesday received at the 
Royal Court Iraqi Deputy 
' Prim? Minister Tareq .Aziz. 
Attending the audience were 
Rime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and Royal Court 
Chief Ja wad Anani. 

Bonn to try help 
Israel U.N. Security 
Council bid 

BONN (R.) — Goman For- 
eign Minister Joschka Fischer 
said on Wednesday Bonn 
would do what it could to sup- 
port Israel's bid to gain a seat 
on the United Nations Securi- 
ty Council (AJO, his 
spokesman said Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Martin 
Erdmann said Fischer met 
"leadens of the American Jew- 
ish Council for talks in Bonn 
and that the group asked Ger- 
many's help with their cara- 
-paign to step up Israel’s status 

- within the United Nations. 

45 Algerians killed 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Suspect- 
ed Islamist rebels massacred 
45 people overnight in an 
.-Algerian mountain hamlet, 
security service said, reporting 

- a new bout of slaughter that 
has risen fears of another 


Violence raaes ahead of Clinton’s trip 

Palestinian teenager 
shot dead, 80 injured 


RAMALLAH <R) — A 
Palestinian teenager was shot 
dead and 80 people were hurt 
in West Bank clashes on 
Wednesday, the 1 1th anniver- 
sary of the Palestinian upris- 
ing against the Israeli occupa- 
tion witnesses said 

Jihad Ayyad, 16, was the 
second Palestinian killed in 
this week’s violent run-up to 
U.S. President Bill Clinton's 
December 12-15 visit meant 
to foster peace between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 

Seventy Palestinians were 
injured on Monday making 
this one of the bloodiest 
weeks in the West Bank since 
protests in May. 

Palestinian hospital offi- 
cials said Ayyad was shot in 
th chest with live ammunition 
during clashes with Israeli 
security forces near the Pales- 
tinian-ruled town of R amal - 
lah. The Israeli army said it 
was checking the report. 

Palestinians threw rocks at 
Israeli soldiers and cars on 
roads around West Bank 
towns and Jewish settlements 
in violence reminiscent of the 


intifada that began in 1987 
and largely died out after the 
Oslo interim peace deal in 
1993. 

Palestinian businesses and 
schools were closed for a 
general strike commemorat- 
ing the uprising and to protest 
at Israel's refusal to release 
Palestinian security prisoners 
under an October Jand-fbr- 
security deal broker by Clin- 
ton. 

At least 27 protesters were 
wounded, five seriously, 
from rubber-coated bullets 
fired by Israeli troops in 
Bethlehem, witnesses said. 

Another 29 were hurt in 
protests near RamaUah. 
Some 33 were injured else- 
where including near Nablus 
in the northern West Bank, 
where television film showed 
Israeli soldiers used live 
ammunition and percussion 
grenades against rioters. 

The Israeli army said it was 
checking that live ammuni- 
tion was fired. 

it said four Israeli soldiers, 
three paramilitary border 
police and three Israeli citi- 


zens were slightly injured by 
stones thrown by Palestini- 
ans. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, said in a 
statement its founder. Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin, under Pales- 
tinian house arrest in Gaza, 
had begun a hunger strike to 
affirm the "sacred right” of 
the movement's detainees to 
freedom and dignity. 

Palestinian officials said 
nearly 2,000 political prison- 
ers were refusing food in a 
hunger strike that began in 
Israeli jails a week ago. 

In self-ruled Jericho, stu- 
dents threw rocks through the 
windows of a recently 
opened casino in a sign of 
dissatisfaction over what they 
see as the failure of the Pales- 
tinian Authority to persuade 
Israel to free the detainees. 

Later on Wednesday, thou- 
sands attended the funeral of 
Nasser Erekat, 20. who was 
shot by Israeli soldiers in (he 
Palestinian town of Abu Dis 
on Monday. 

(Continued on page 12) 



Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul Hadi A1 Majali on Wednesday delivers the House's reply to the Speech 
from the Throne before HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent 

In reply to Speech from the Throne: 

Lower House urges government to 
give priority to economic growth 
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Woody Ramadan. The com- 
munity near Tadjena in the 
: Dabra highlands close to 
Chief, some 200 kilometres 
west of Algiers, had already 
. jjeen attacked at the weekend, 
when seven people were killed 
and five injured. Security 
forces, publishing a rising toll 
6om the latest incident, gave 
no details of the circum- 
stances, but a parliamentary 
deputy intervened in a debate 
being broadcast live on tdevi- 
aoo to say that 44 people had 
died and eight women were 
abducted in the attack. 

Rnland to open a 
contact office on the 
West Bank 

HELSINKI t AFP) — Finland 
on Tuesday announced it will 
open a contact office next year 
in RamaUah, on the West 
Bank, to cooretinaie its aid to 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). Since 1995, 
foreign states have been 
allowed to open liaison 
bureaux in areas under the 
control of the PNA but they 
are not considered diplomatic 
missions. Austria, Denmark, 
Germany, and the Netherlands 
have already opened similar 
structures. 

Israel to 

court-martial soldier 

TEL AVIV (API — The Israeli 
anny decided today to court- 
niartiaJ a soldier whose beating 
by a Palestinian mob shocked 
foe country and froze the peace 
process. CpL Assaf Meyara. 
19, will be charged with not 
GStying a loaded weapon and 
leaving his base without per- 
ttosaon. However, toe army 
..Will not fating charges against 
foe yom£ soldier for not firing 
his M-16 rifle on his attackers, 
who smashed the windows of 
foe car he was travelling in, 
(tagged him out and struck 
ftp repeatedly in the bead 
with chunks of concrete. 

teq says power cuts 
will continue 

Baghdad (afp) — Iraq's 

mdushy and finan ce minister 
on Wfednesdty that power 
J* 5 would continue through 
foe winter because of the late 
aB ®pl of spare parts needed to 
^P®r power stations. Adnan 
Majid, quoted by the 
official INA news agency, 
“the American arid 
delegates on the UK 
. Committee of delay- 

pg foe approval of contracts” 
r °r foe spare parts. 


Arafat determined 
to declare state 


HEBRON (AFP) — Defying 
Israeli warnings and U-S. 
appeals. Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat reaffirmed 
Wednesday his intention to 
declare a Palestinian state and 
again accused Israel of violat- 
ing an agreement on the 
release of political prisoners. 

“We will declare a Palestin- 
ian stare, we have already said 
rt,” Arafat told 1.000 activists 
from his Fateh movement 
who met in Hebron to mark 
the l J th anniversary of the 
1987-1994 intifada uprising 
against Israeli occupation. 

Arafat said 1 27 nations 
recognised the Palestinian 
state when the PLO made its 
first symbolic declaration of 
independence in 1988,^ “more 
than nxognised Israel.” 

But with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton due on an historic visit 
to the Palestinian territories 
and Israel this weekend, Arafat 
stopped short of setting a date 
for toe declaration. 

In earlier statements Arafat 
had said he would proclaim a 
state next May. when interim 


peace accords with Israel 
expire. 

Arafat mocked warnings by 
Israel that it will not cany out 
further West Bank with- 
drawals required under the 
U.S. -brokered Wye River 
accord if he continues saying 
he will unilaterally declare a 
stare with Jerusalem as its cap- 
ital 

“I say that Jerusalem will be 
our capital whether Sharon 
likes it or not" he said, refer- 
ring to Israel's hardline foreign 
minister, Ariel Sharon. 

‘We will Liberate our lands 
centimetre by centimetre and 
we will build our stare stone 
by stone. Whoever does nor 
like it, can drink toe water of 
toe Dead Sea,” he said. 

Arafat also rejected Israeli 
and U.S. claims that a clause 
in the Wye River accord 
requiring Israel to release 
Palestinian prisoners left Israel 
free to release common crimi- 
nals and not political 
detainees. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Israeli jets spark 
panic with low-level 
flights over Beirut 


vFP) — Israeli 
ow altitude over 
•dnesday, break- 
id barrier twice 
panic among 
he capital, secu- 
>aid- 

anes flevv over 
at about 9 a.m. 
d again approxi- 
houns later, the 

first sortie, two 
* were heard 
and its southern 
ronghold of the 
distance group, 
aver Palestinian 
»f the capital, 
aurces had ini- 

d Israeli airraids 

n’meh. about 15 
outfa of Beirut, 
3 pular Front for 
of Palestine- 
main- 


jde ol the 


booms at first seemed like air 
strikes, but then it was con- 
firmed that no missiles were 
fired.” a security source told 
AFP. 

‘The warplanes flew at low 
altitude over Beirut its 
southern suburbs and Nah- 
meh, provoking fears among 
residents and students in var- 
ious schools," the source 
said. 

Witnesses told AFP that 
streets were deserted in 
Na’meh while in Beirut's 
mainly Shiite southern sub- 
urbs students were seen 
returning home. 

The Israeli air force fre- 
quently hits the Na'meh 
bases of the PFLP-GC, 
which opposes the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace process. 

Israel last attacked Hizbol- 
lah offices in Beirut’s south- 
ern suburbs during its April 
1 996 Grapes of Wrath offen- 
sive in Lebanon. 


House 
rejects 
security 
firms 
draft law 

By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Wednesday rejected toe gov- 
ernment's draft law aimed at 
regulating the establishment 
and toe operation of security 
service providers. 

There are more than seven 
licensed security agencies, 
which provide services to 
embassies, hospitals, banks, 
private residences, institutions 
and individuals. These agen- 
cies are governed by the 
Companies Law; there is no 
specific law enacted to regu- 
late security service providers. 

Deputy Abdul Karim 
Dughml who proposed the 
rejection of toe draft, told the 
Jordan Times be believed 
“there was no need for such a 
law.” 

Dughmi said the lawmakers 
had not discussed the draft 
with the government The 
proposal “just landed in our 
hands" without prior notice, 
he said. 

(Continued on page 12) 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
Wednesday called on toe gov- 
ernment to prepare a national 
..economic restructuring pro- 
gramme that would retain a 
balance between financial and 
monetary reform and ensure 
economic growth. 

In reply to toe Speech From 
toe Throne delivered to HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent House Speaker Abdul 
Hadi Majali said that it was 
hoped that toe economic 
restnicturing programme of 
the past years would help toe 
Kingdom meet its social chal- 
lenges and boost economic 
growth. But instead, financial 
and monetary reforms were 
achieved at the expense of 
national economic growth, 
which has exacerbated toe 
country’s social ills, according 


By Francesca Clriati 

AMMAN — Jordan and toe 
EU are working in “full under- 
standing and coordination” to 
ensure that both will be “asso- 
ciated” with the Palestinian- 
Israeli final status negotiations, 
according to visiting EU spe- 
cial envoy to the Middle East 
Miguel Moratinos. 

At a press conference fol- 
lowing talks with HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, toe Regent. 
Moratinos announced on 
Wednesday that Jordan and 
the ELI have established two 
joint task forces on water and 
refugees, two of five issues to 


to the House. 

Reading the House state- 
ment before the Crown Prince 
at the Royal Court. Majali said 
it has become necessary to 
launch a new national pro- 
gramme for toe coming years 
benefiting from toe experi- 
ment of toe past programme 
and its positive and negative 
aspects as a combined effort 
on toe part of the public and 
private sectors in order to 
achieve the aspired goals. 

What is expected is a new 
programme that will take into 
account social economic and 
political considerations, partic- 
ularly toe problems of poverty 
and unemployment, the state- 
ment said. 

Any effort aimed at boosting 
the Jordanian economy and 
encouraging investment will 
remain ineffective unless it is 


be tackled in PalestLnian- 
Israeli final stains talks, but 
thar the European envoy also 
described as “extremely 
important” < to both Amman 
and Brussels. 

Pledging that the EU will do 
its utmost to “ensure that Jor- 
dan's interests are taken into 
account” in the final status 
talks, Moratinos said die two 
Jondanian-EU groups on water 
and refugees will hold “emer- 
gency meetings” by the end of 
next month to set common cri- 
teria among exports from both 
sides. 

Among other issues, the 
joint group on water will de- 


coupled with a serious and 
drastic effort to deal with cor- 
ruption. favouritism, bureau- 
cracy and negligence, warned 
toe statement 

it said that these social ills 
hamper the state’s functions 
and attempts at achieving 
development and economic 
growth. The House demanded 
that these ills be tackled with 
transparency and that “a 
reward and punishment” strat- 
egy be applied whereby com- 
petent leaders are chosen for 
toe task which includes mod- 
ernising toe public administra- 
tion system. 

Underlining the importance 
of the private sector's contri- 
butions to the economy, the 
House reaffirmed the need for 
the private sector to shoulder 
its responsibilities, increase 
production, demonstrate com- 


fy additional water resources, 
he added 

Though stressing that it does 
not intend to challenge Pales- 
tinian positions, nor negotiate 
in place of the Palestinians. 
Jordan has made it clear on 
many occasions that most of 
its vital and strategic interests 
wall also be at stake in the final 
status talks. The Kingdom has 
recently stepped up its diplo- 
matic efforts to ensure interna- 
tional backing on the need that 
it be consulted on toe perma- 
nent settlement of water, 
refugees, and border issues, as 
well as the final status of the 


petence and open new markets 
for the national products. 

The House said Jordan's 
entry into the World Trade 
Organisation and the Euro- 
pean partnership will pose 
challenges to the national 
economy and will require a 
combined national effort 
involving both sectors to boost 
production, improve the quali- 
ty of goods, modernise pro- 
duction systems, acquire 
expertise and modem technol- 
ogy and raise the local work- 
ers' skills. 

Referring to education, the 
House voiced appreciation of 
efforts aimed at increasing the 
number of schools and mod- 
ernising the educational sys- 
tem and called for more atten- 
tion to be given to teachers. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Holy City of Jerusalem. 

On its part, Europe does not 
wane to be left out, either. 

“We do not want to do only 
cheque-book diplomacy,” 
Moratinos affirmed. 

“The EU wants to be a play- 
er, not only a payer,” he told 
reporters, noting that the Pales- 
tinians are toe largest recipi- 
ents of European per capita 
aid. 

Europe, which will launch 
its single currency Jan. 1. must 
no longer be perceived as an 
external factor in the region, he 
stressed. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Jordan, EU working closely to ensure being 
‘associated’ with final status talks — Moratinos 

cuss Israeli proposals to identi- 


Iraq turns away inspectors, Washington ‘prepared to act’ 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq turned 
away U.N. arms experts from 
offices of its ruling Baath Party on 
Wednesday in the first incident 
since toe launch of intrusive inspec- 
tions, toe official news agency INA 
announced. 

The U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) for Iraqi disarmament 
branded toe move “clearly unac- 
ceptable" as Washington said it was 
“prepared to act” if Baghdad 
remained defiant. 

Iraq said an UNSCOM team tried 
“to enter in a provocative way and 
with no notice” the offices in Bagh- 
dad. 

An Iraqi official asked the chief 
inspector for “written details of 
what he was looking for.... but the 
team refused and left the scene.” 
INA said. 

Baghdad Radio interrupted its 


programmes ro carry toe same 
statement, which quoted General 
Hussarn Mohammad Amin, toe 
head of toe Iraqi organisation 
which liaises with UNSCOM. 

Amin criticised UNSCOM for 
seeking “items linked to toe elimi- 
nation of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion in toe offices of a political 
party.” 

“It seems that such provocative 
actions by UNSCOM are aimed at 
provoking crises and problems,” he 
said. 

Witnesses said the UNSCOM 
inspectors arrived at toe scene in 
four jeeps, but the doors of the 
offices were kept locked and toe 
team withdrew 45 minutes later. 

But “the series of inspections will 
continue,” vowed UNSCOM 's 
spokesman in New York. Ewen 
Buchuium. haying UNSCOM hud 


“legitimate reasons to cany out this 
inspection." 

The United States urged Iraq to 
provide “full cooperation” with 
U.N. weapons inspectors and said; 
“We remain prepared to act.” 

“It will be important for us to hear 
from (UNSCOM) Chairman 
(Richard) Butler what he views as 
compliance or not compliance,” 
said White House spokesman 
David Leavy. 

The United States last month 
came within minutes of bombing 
Iraq because of its failure to allow 
inspections, but called off the 
strikes when Baghdad said it would 
resume cooperation with U.N. offi- 
cials. 

Butler announced Monday the 
start of a week of intrusive inspec- 
tions as a final test of Iraqi cooper- 
ation before a sanctions review 


could go ahead. 

On Wednesday, more than 20 
jeeps filed out of the Baghdad 
headquarters of UNSCOM. where 
spokeswoman Caroline Cross said 
toe personnel, including visiting 
teams, were “just short of 200 peo- 
ple." well above full strength. 

The teams are “undertaking our 
full range of activities ” she told 
reporters. 

But the Baath Party's daily 
warned thar Butler was "seeking 
through these surprise visits to cre- 
ate a new pretext for the Americans 
to block toe comprehensive 
review" of sanctions. 

In the past, spot checks of sites 
deemed "sensitive” by Iraq, such as 
its defence ministry, have prompted 
standoffs like the latest incident in 
which toe U.N. inspectors have 
been denied access. 
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For ‘prohibited transactions 8 with Irag 

U.S. Treasury Department threatens 
fines against humanitarian group 


AMMAN [J.T.l — An Ameri- 
can humanitarian organisation 
dial regularly transports donat- 
ed medical supplies 10 Iraqi 
hospitals received a ‘"prepe Dai- 
ry" notice Monday from the 
United States Department of 
the Treasury, a member of the 
organisation said yesterday. 

Vbices in the Wilderness, 
which has sent 18 humanitari- 
an missions to Iraq, received a 
notice that the treasury’s Office 
of Foreign Assets Control 
believes ~ the organisation 
“engaged in certain prohibited 
transactions... relating to the 
embargo against Iraq, in 
1997" 

Vbices in the Wilderness was 
established in response to 
increasingly frequent reports in 
the early 1990s that crippling 
economic sanctions on Iraq, 
imposed by the UN. after the 
country's invasion of Kuwait, 
were responsible for a human- 
itarian crisis in the country. 
Their particular concern is for 
Iraqi children. 

According to the latest U.N. 
reports, more than half a mil- 
lion Iraqi children have died as 
a direct consequence of sanc- 
tions . On average, 6.000 chil- 
dren a month perish, often 
from preventable diseases that 
cannot be treated due to a lack 
of sufficient medical care. 

The organisation sends a 
group of volunteers to collect 
medicine ami other priority 
medical supplies in the United 
States and deliver them to hos- 
pitals throughout Iraq as 


finances and resources become 
av ailab le. Each volunteer trav- 
els at his or her own expense. 

The Treasury Department’s 
notice said: “The violations of 
the regulations and undedying 
statutes and Executive Orders 
for which this Notice is issued 


up to 12 years imprisonment or 
a fine of $1 million. Members 
of the organisation publicly 
acknowledge that they willing- 
ly violate the law in the interest 
of humanitarian concerns. 

Additionally. OFAC has 
issued a claim against Lodivid- 


The violations... concern 
exportation of donated goods, 
including medical supplies and 
toys, to Iraq’ 


concern [Voices in the Wilder- 
ness'] exportation of donated 
goods, including medical sup- 
plies and toys, to Iraq absent 
specific prior authorisation by 
OFAC and transactions relat- 
ing to travel to Iraq and activi- 
ties in Iraq. 

“Additionally, the violations 
involve transactions for the 
purpose of, or which have the 
effect of, evading or avoiding, 
or which facilitate the evasion 
or avoidance of any of die pro- 
hibitions of the [Iraqi Sanctions 
Regulations, 31, CFR Part 
575]." 

The OFAC cited the Vbices' 
violations as being the export 
of goods including medical 
supplies valued at a total of 
approximately $71,000. 

The claim against the organ- 
isation is seeking a fine of 
$ 120 , 000 . 

According to U.S. federal 
law. violations of sanctions 
regulations are punishable by 


ual members of the group for a 
variety of violations which 
include the export of film and 
videotape from Iraq through 
Jordan; travel-related currency 
transactions that include the 
“purchase of food lodging, 
ground transportation and inci- 
dentals"; the import of goods 
and services into the U.S. 
through Detroit including "an 
Iraqi water bottle labeL and 
Iraqi stamp, photographic film, 
video and audio tapes and/or. 
cassettes, postcards and assort- 
ed papers— . a wooden drum, a 
necklace, audio tapes, a com- 
puter disc, notebooks, pictures 
and miscellaneous papers and 
cards—” 

Claims against individual 
members raoge from $10,000 
to $22,000. 

During their laiesl visit — at 
the height of the latest standoff 
between the UN. and Iraq over 
weapons inspections in 
November — members of the 


group urged U.N. Special 
Commission members to 
resign from their posts as an act 
of conscience to protest the 
sanctions regime. 

‘The work of disarmament is 
important, yet we believe 
UNSCOM's efforts are being 
used to justify the continuation 
of crippling sanctions and pos- 
sible military .strikes.’' they said 
in a letter to senior UNSCOM 
officials. ‘There are deep divi- 
sions within the Clinton 
administration over the use of 
military force in Iraq. The res- 
ignation of one or more 
UNSCOM members would 
greatly strengthen the hand of 
those who advocate a diplo- 
matic solution to this conflict 

Although no members of the 
group have been arrested, one 
reported that her passport was 
confiscated, arid another 
claimed that authorities confis- 
cated a series of photographs 
of Ol children and abysmal 
hospital conditions, along with 
footage recorded by CNN of a 
Vbices press conference when 
be arrived in Detroit The con- 
fiscation of such material, they 
say. raises serious freedom of 
speech and information issues 
in the U.S.. as any photos and 
documentation “imported" 
from Iraq is intended by the 
group solely to educate Ameri- 
cans on the devastation on chil- 
dren wrought by "U.S.-U.N.” 
sanctions. 

The organisation has 30 days 
to respond to the Treasury 
Department's allegations. 



LIFE GOES ON; Iraqis prepare meat kebabs Wednesday in a Baghdad open mar- 
ket Iraq accused U.N. weapons inspectors of trying to create a new crisis yester- 
day when the inspectors tried to carry out a -provocative’ inspection at a building 
in Baghdad belonging to the ruling Baath Party (Heaters photo) 


leaders as 
undemocratic 

DUBAI (AFP) — Ateading 
Kuwaiti academic slammed 
the Gulf- summit -in . Abu 
Dhabi ori Wednesday and 
branded the region as onde- 
mocratic in its pcditi^ aod 
economics, in an unprece- 
dented public 
ruling famili es. , 

‘We need a 

sive restra^tmngsofrp^^. 
cal power in the Gulf Gpjjjf-; 
eration •. Council . (Ggdf- 
states," said Ahri nTfo^ jj. 
Nafissi, professor -of p qfcfc: 
cal science at Kuwait^ggi; 
versity. ‘ 

Speaking on Qatar 
lite TV channel AI. Jaarajg: 
the former MP saidi3§'.. 
GCC's statute completely 
ignores political . freedom 
through popular participa- 
tion." 

He also dandenmed 
imprisonment of all people 
who dare express apolitical 
opinion, in most GC£ coun- 
tries.” 

He denounced the “accu- 
mulation of political . and 
economic power winch 
characterises therulingjahk 
ilies in the Gulf... This jggj|| 
cer is the principal obstacle 
to a common market.or. ffli£_ 
fied customs duties.” 

Nafissi said there was “an 
absence of a common polit- 
ical strategy among the Gulf 
states towards IsraeL” There 
are Israeli trade offices in 
both Oman and Q atar, 


Israeli court nixes army exemptions for religious Jews 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel's 
supreme court ruled Wednes- 
day that a 50-year-old practice 
of exempting religious Jews 
from military service was ille- 
gal. handing a highly symbolic 
victory to the country 's' secular 
majonty. 

An unusually large 11-judge 
high court panel agreed with 
petitions submitted by leftist 
members of parliament, army 
reservists and an organisation of 
secular students challenging the 
practise of allowing men 
enrolled in religious seminaries 
to evade compulsory military 
service. 


In its unanimous ruling, the 
justices — who included two 
observant Jews — ruled that the 
exemptions have no basis in 
law and gave parliament one 
year to codify the practice. 

They suggested a new law to 
set limits on the number of men 
allowed to avoid army service 
each year and warned that if 
some form of legislation is not 
passed, the court will order a 
halt to the exeraptions. 

“This is not simply an ideo- 
logical problem but a military 
one," the justices said in the ruJ- 
ing. 

Ultra-Orthodox leaders 


responded furiously. 

Deputy Housing Minister 
Meir Pomsh of the United 
Torah Judaism Party branded 
the court decision “democratic 
Khotneinism,"' a reference to 
die late spiritual leader of Iran's 
Islamic revolution. 

The exemptions have been 
accorded under a “status quo” 
understanding reached between 
the state and religious authori- 
ties shortly after foe creation of 
Israel in 1848. 

Initially the practice involved 
just several hundred men. but in 
recent years the figure has 
reached about 3,000 potential 


recruits annually. 

- And since seminary studies 
can last a lifetime for the most 
religious, the exemptions cur- 
rently affect some 30,000 men 
including older Israelis who 
would normally have to serve 
annual periods in the army 
reserves until the age of 49. 

At the age of 18, Israeli men 
are required to serve three years 
in the military while women 
must enlist for 19 months. Fol- 
lowing their regular tout men 
must serve one month in the 
army reserves each year until 
the age of 49. 

The exemptions granted to 


religious Jews have long irritat- 
ed the secular majority in IsraeL 

But their frustration has 
grown sharply in recent years as 
ultra-Orthodox political parties 
have gained in strength and 
1 entered national and local gov- 
ernment, funnelling increasing 
amounts of tax monies into 
their religious and social institu- 
tions. 

An attempt by the opposition 
Labour Party in July to pass leg- 
islation ending the exemptions 
for religious youths was defeat- 
ed by the ruling coalition of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 


U.S. Jews urge Clinton to oppose proclamation of Palestinian state 


NEW YORK (AFP) — A key U.S. 
Jewish pressure group urged Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton Tuesday to oppose 
a Palestinian declaration of state- 
hood during his visit to Gaza next 
week. 

"America must unequivocally 
convey to Palestinian leaders the 
counter-productiveness of their per- 


sistent threats to proclaim a Pales- 
tinian state on May 4, 1999.” the 
American Jewish Committee 
(AJC). one of the roost important 
U.S. Jewish groups, said in a letter 
to Clinton, published Tuesday. 

Israel has made it a condition of 
its troop withdrawals from the West 
Bank that Palestinian leaders aban- 


don the declaration. 

The United States has also stated 
its opposition to a unilateral decla- 
ration of statehood. 

In a strongly-worded letter, the 
AJC also called on Clinton to hold 
the Palestinian leadership account- 
able for acts of violence "within its 
jurisdiction or undertaken by its 


representatives.” 

And it insisted tbar the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
should amend its charter “to 
exclude the references inconsistent 
with Israeli-Palestinian pledges" 
made during talks at Oslo in 1993 
and incorporated in the Wye River 
accord. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


UA to fund $241,000 water efficiency study 

AMMAN (J.T.) — United States Ambassador to Jordan William Bums and Sameh 
Madam, managing director of the Jordan Phosphates Mining Company. Wednesday 
signed a $241,000 grant agreement aimed at conserving scarce water resources and 
increasing water recovery efficiency in the production of phosphates in Jordan, a U.S. 
embassy statement said. The grant is being provided by the United States Trade Devel- 
opment Agency (TDA). a U.S. government agency that provides funding for feasibility 
studies and orientation visits that support the economic needs and priorities of countries 
around the world. The grant will study the feasibility of using new dewatering and water 
reclamation technologies to reduce die amount of water needed to extract phosphates 
from the JPMC's Shidiya mine. If proven feasible, the use of these technologies aEJhe 
Shidiya mine could improve the efficiency of water use there, the statement added Since 
1997. the United States has provided over $2 million in TDA grants for projects in Jor- 
dan. 

U.S. economic representative office opens in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T) — Seven U.S. states have opened a representative office in Jordan to 
strengthen economic, trade and business ties with the Kingdom, the Global Development 
Forum said Wednesday. The American States Offices Association Representative Offices 
will assist Jordanian and American exporters and importers and facilitate their business 
by helping forge "right partnerships and promoting better understanding of both mar- 
kets,'' it added. The Amman-based GDF, part of a U.S.-based non-governmental organ- 
isation seeking to promote socio-economic development, signed an agreement with the 
American States Offices to act as their representative office in Jordan and to facilitate 
their business. It wifi represent the states of Utah. Pennsylvania, Georgia, Ohio. North 
Carolina. Massachusetts and Maryland. Franz Kolb, deputy director of die State of Utah 
Investment Business Development Office, who led a delegation to Jordan for the sign- 
ing of the agreement, bailed the move. “The group sees Jordan as one stepping stone to 
the region and wants to position itself here for enhanced economic ties with tbe area,” 
he said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
Thursday Programmes 

15:10 Cartoon — Superman 

15:30 Science fiction - Space 
Precinct 

16:30 Science Show 

17:00 French Programme 

18:15 _Drama — Sparks 

19:00 .Le Journal 

19:15 .French Programme 

1930 News Headlines 

1935 ..Corned)' —Family Macers 
20:00 Doc. - Museums of the World 
20:30 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
Medicine Woman 
21:10 . — Oprah Winfrey Show 

22:00 .News in English 

22:30 J-easure film — “Max" 

23:59 -Comedv — Dudly 

0030 -.End of TX. 

Friday Programmes 

15:10 Cartoon ~ The Hunch- 

hack of Notre Dame 

1 15:30 ..^-.....Treasure Hum 

16:30 Remure film 

18:00 .The Simpsons 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Trench Programme 

19 JO .News Headlines 

1935 ...Comedy — The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air 

20:00 ..... .Cinema. Cinema 

2030 Drama -Horizon 

21:15 ...Doc. - Ancient Vbices 

22 KW News in English 

2230 -...Drama - The X Files 

23:10 Drama - The Halifax 

23:59 End of TX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


04:58 

06:20 ....... 

11-38 ......... 


.Fajr 

(Sunrise! Duha 

Dhuhr 


14:14 ’Asr 

16:37 Maghreb 

17:59 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifiefa, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. — 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 4622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

Sl Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 

TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 
fiehTel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church Tel. 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
meni of Meteorology 
A cold air mass will affect the 
Kingdom today. It will cold 
with a sharp drop of tempera- 
tures and skies cloudy to part- 
ly cloudy. Showers are expect- 
ed in the northern parts of the 
Kingdom gradually extending 
to all other regions, and winds 
westerly to northwesterly 
active. On Friday, it will cold 
with skies partly cloudy. In 
Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy with occasional show- 
ers, winds westerly active and 
seas calm. 

Amman 12/15 

Aqaba 17/23 

Deserts 10/17 

Jordan Vailey 17/22 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 26. Aqaba 28 
Humidity readings: Amman 
30 per cenL Aqaba 44 per 
cenL 

Following are the tempera- 
tures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloufl 10/13 

Jerash 11/16 

Urn Qays 11/16 

Madaba 12/15 

Petra 12/17 

Dead Sea 15/23 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dc Mukhles Mazahra.3150312 
Dc Abdul Hatfi Tayvim — 4620115 

Dr. WisamHrayyin. .474853 

Dr. HatimHarmoun. 3153776 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy — 5661 9 1 2 
AI Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
RaknAI Dawa Pharmacy 5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta”amneh._.f 02 1250080 
Fou’ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Saffarini (09)987565 

Palestine Pharmacj _(09)983562 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue. - .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Resueftfee 192,4621 1 11,4637777 

Fire Brigade ....4617101 

Blood Bank. — 4775121 

Highway Police J 343402 

Traffic olice. 4S96390 

Public Security DepL.... 4630321 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints- .5661 176 

l^&SeftBagpGanpfcnas 4897467 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

.4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs .566 1 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 


Radio Jordan .. 47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport ...44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery .5921199 

The Islamic Abdli — 5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre.. .5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity- .4644281/6 

AJdleh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matemj ty. _ .4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. -...4636140 
Palestine. Sftmeisani .. —5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ...-^5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital .5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Army, Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alta Hospital. 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

AI Amal Cancer Centre .5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zaqa Govt Hospital _J09)983323 ' 

Zaiqa National Hospital -(09)900560 
Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)98673 1 
AI Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .{02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

tG2)7 101371 (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 


(02)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3)14111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied hv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44 153200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 4S7520/-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:25 Bombay (RJ) 

08:50 — Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09:30 .New Delhi (RJ) 

0930 — Beirut (RJ) 

l<k05 - Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 ..—Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1035 .Colombo (RJ) 

11:15 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

15:00 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

18:05 —...Kuwait (RJ) 

18:05 -Athens (RJ) 

19:05 Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
l<fc45 Abu Dhabi. AI 'Ain (RJ) 
2230 — Lamaca(RJ) 


14:05 .. 
14:10 ... 
14:45 ... 
15:55 . 
17:25 .._ 
18:40 .... 
19A5 ... 
20:25 .... 
20:40 .. 
23:10 
0035 .... 
01:15 .... 
04:10 .... 


— Rome (A 2) 

.Shariqah (AH) 

—Doha (QR) 

— Dubai tEK) 

-....•Muscat. Dubai (GF) 
Beirut (ME) 

— Paris (A F) 

— .Tel Aviv (LY) 

— — Cairo (MS) 

Istanbul (TK) 

.Moscow (SLT) 

Amsterdam! KL) 

— London (BA) 


Other Flights 
13:15 


■Riyadh (SV) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
For Thursday 

0930 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

ltklO.Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RWi 

1 6:00. Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

22^0 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

00:15 Te! Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

For Friday 

09-30 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

10:10_Aqaba (arriving m Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving a Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

1&45 Td Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 6 

2230 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 

Airport/ (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

®*°0 -Tel Aviv taddKRj) 


11:00 .....Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

11:25 .Tunis, Casablanca (Rl) 

11 30 Abu Dhabi, AI ’Ain (RJ) 

12.-05 Kuwait (Ml 

12:10 JParis(RD 

12:15 London (RD 

12:15 Athens (RJ) 

12:20 -Bangdok(add)lRJ) 

19:35 _...Lamaca (RJ) 

20-30 Jeddah (RJ) 

2130 .Cairo (RJ) 

00:10 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta. iRJ) 

Other Flights 

0635 Damascus. London (BA) 

07:10 .Frankfort (LH) 

14:45 1 Riyadh (SYl 

15:00 ..Annabah, Algiers (AH) 

1530 __Rorae (AZ) 

1535 lDoha(QR) 

17:00 .Damascus, Dubai (SO 
18:15 Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 

20:00 Beirut (MS 

21:10 „ TdAvMSO 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

0135 Moscow (SU) 

02:15 AmstcrfarafKL) 

04:45 Alexandria (BA) 

Royal Wing; (KW) Ft## 
ForThiffsday 

07:00 Aqaba (from Maks Afr 
port) (RW) 

0530.. Aqaba (from Marta Air- 
port) (RW) - _ i/i 

2030 _Aqaba (from QAIA) fljW' 
22d» Tel Aviv (from QAw 
(RW) 

For Friday 
07:00 Aqaba (from 
potllRW) . 

0830.. Aqaba (from Marta A**" 
port;(RW) . 

1630 Tel Aviv (from | 

portXRW) } 

2030 _Aqaha(ficmQAlA)^ } 



'tt-MS 

. Wh - . 

** “nrrji . ^ _ 

i - . 

j ■- 

“Van 

Vili. _ _■ 

* W. 7 - 


- 5 • t; r 


• <’■ S 


1 

I V 1 | -Y>Tt\ A l 




rjMk 

ti r ■ 

! -1 H* 

n , ' 

3 . 1 ■ ' , r 


l'vSSv,,_. '" :r 





* 


i Home News 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, December 10-11, 1998 


Sc 




% i 

Pfeci. ' 

[fl ic ! 

' 

Mb 

lah » 
pofc. 

il L'ijj. 

*** 

Jazir^ 

id 

TpIflA 

rccdft 

al ^ 
IpWjt 
poliiui 
Ccoi*. 

ul and 
«iBdi 

■ingum- 

HhLs can- 
-^haact 

fltTlffl. 

was "a 

wnpofr 
iiheijifi 
:f. fits 
’flits 1 
iLir. 


i Sanek 

.WSdiJ 
Sir* ^ 

ie Deri- 

ilMPlIff 

v/mnnit 

and wac 

inSpKIB 

:ic' ai * 
krd 5 ic 
•|i ir. ]•*■ 


l.'fiES* 

v -|..p«S! 

'.lO** 
ir Sws * 8 
Wn 
iu! AS* 

;|i \illh® 
,. jjtilisS 

\«4 

■o 

.'■Sii Jf* 











REGENT VISITS ITALIAN HOSPITAL; His Royal Highness Crown Prince H«<san, the Regent. Wednesday con- 
fers upon Sister Adele Brambilla on behalf of His Majesty King Hussein the Jordanian Independence Medal of 
the First Order in recognition of her services during a visit to the Italian Hospital. The Regent expressed the 
King’s appreciation of the sister’s humanitarian services at the hospital over the past 15 years and congratulat- 
ed her on being elected as World Mother General Superior of the Order of Combonian Sisters. Sister Adele, who 
had to date served as regional mother superior of the order, will soon leave for Rome to assume her new post. 
The Regent toured the hospital’s sections and met with the staff and patients. The hospital was built in Amman 
daring the reign of the Kingdom's founder. King Abdullah Ben A) Hussein, in 1926 and has a branch in the south- 
ern city of Karak. Both hospitals are managed by the Combonian Sisters (Photo by Boghos) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Sarvath delivers address on Islam 

WASHINGTON (Petra'i — Her Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vah has delivered a speech at die American Enterprise Institute 
in which she addressed the stand of Islam on issues like women, 
e&ication and minorities. Princess Sarvath urged an end to mis- 
conception about Islam, which, she said has fallen prey to 
muchdis-mfomiaticm and sheer ignorance of what the religion 
really stands foe Islam is “a liberating religion which believes in 
ite digni ty of each human soul irrespective of race, gender or 
zs&F and affirms that all people are equal Princess Sarvath 
saiPrincess Sarvath stressed that Islam is a religion of toler- 
ance that believes in peaceful coexistence, and describes “Mus- 
lims, Christians and Jews as people of the book, all sharing the 
revelation of the one God and all worthy of respect.” 

Ministry examines plan for needy, orphans 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Education Ministry's Planning Conv 
m^-Wdnesday : discussed a plan to provide financial assis- 
tance to needy and orphaned students in the Kingdom. In its 
muring hp-adarf by Minister of Social Development and acting 
Education Minister Mohammad Kheir Mamsar. the committee 
reviewed suitable regulations and procedures to reach targeted 

students and ensure that assistance is distributed- Mamsar called 

mall governmental and voluntary organisations to develop an 
integrated approach to achieve the plan’s goals. Also Thursday, 
Mamsar and the Islamic Relief Committee signed an agreement 
under which the committee will provide social financial and in- 
kind assistance to orphans and the disabled. A joint three-mem- 
ber higher committee will be set up to supervise the services. 

Amman meets with Egyptian minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — Banning Minister Nabil Amman 
Wednesday received his Egyptian counterpart Tbafer Bishn for 
talks on several bilateral issues. During the meeting, both 
Amman and Bisfari. who headed a preparatory committee for 
the Jordaman-Egyptinn Higher Joint Committee, which will 
open its meeting in Amman on Thursday, stressed the impor- 
tance of involving the private sector in economic and social 
development. A number of senior officials from the two sides 
attended die meeting. 


what’s going on 


|HLMS 

•Spariduiwsical film“La verbena de la Palorna" atlnsnturoCervarues, 
fed Amman an Thursday at 5:00 pin. , 

■"Computer An by New Vcric-based Palestinian Artist Sarnia Halaby' 
■DanaMFunun, Jabal Wdbdeh on Thursday at 530 p-m. 

•"The Christmas Ban" at the American Center, Abdoun cm Thuraiay at 
pm 

CONCERT 

' *KhaicalpafbcnmncelvtiifiGMdeTno(withHarnburgvioIinisiI53nifil 

Gaede, sdo musician Thomas Seltftz, and cellist Andreas Greger P^y 
Pieces by Beethoven, Roussel and Schubert) at the Royal Cultural Centre 

Thursday at 8:00 pm 

apwualchoir „ . . . 

• Annual Young Women's Christian Association (YWCA) choir at me 
Royal Cultural Centre on Thursday ai8K30pjn, 

European film festival 

*G crman film “Nyh Ft inf in Uiwakf ' on Friday at 5:00 pm. 
•Ghskfilm "Hades" on Friday at 8:00 pm (ro be shown agamonSai- 
Nay Dec. 12 at 5:00 djili , _ 9 . 4 ft 

* Spanish film “0 Maestro de Esgrima" on Saturday Dec. U 
l&m, 


All films, with subtides in Enjilish. are 


screened at the Royal CuM 


Seminar 

'Seminar making the 50th anniversary of the International J*cbra| 
* Human Rights ad* Royal Cultural Centre on Thursday ar SO) pm 

\ e Pisplty of posters Rasl 

WrfitamnW^ at theGreater Amman Mumapaltty cny hail. R*| 

Hnj Ihhsifta (TeL 5526932), until Feb. 1 • -^airheRova! 

*^BfcdNakmsexhMtion on human righis relar imtCEF special 

Mil Dec. 10, Ar*, Ow* ' 

rights in Syria, will visit the exhibition 

* ^Wigr^txhibmon "Empremtes” (a phtf ography ^ 
j^toTttkfiy)at the French Cultural Century at 

17 and painters fn^ *he NineioentnL uuy 

^Bq&hCouuca, Jabal Amman, until Dec 10- .^n. until 

■^0B pamtings by All Najjar at Institute Cennntus Jabal Amman. 

Tendi Anniversary Exhibition of *** “ 

^ Rmun, Jfcd WeitxWi (Tel. 4643251/=- by Hani 

exhibition entitled 5537598 ). until Dec 

a Balatfaa Art Gafleiy. Gadens SneS (Tel 
18.- - • 


Government begins 
procedures to sell 
land to squatters 


ZARQA (Petra) — The 
Department of Lands and 
Survey has started survey 
and land-allotmem proce- 
dures in the Zarqa and 
Ruseifa regions as part of a 
process to allow citizens 
who built on state-owned 
lands to pay for them by 
instalment. 

Zarqa Governor Abdul 
Sattar Kharabsheh said the 
government has decided to 
allow squatters who built 
homes on state land to take 
ownership of the land in 
exchange for payment that 
can be~ spread over four 
years. 

The total area in question 
is estimated at 2 1 ,000 
dunums, which according 


to Kharabsheh will bring 
about JD5 million into the 
state's treasury when sold. 

Abul Munem Samara, 
director of the Lands and 
Survey Department, said 
that once the survey and 
allotment procedures have 
been completed, the issue 
of squatters building ille- 
gally on state-owned land 
will come to an end. 

Once the property deeds 
have been issued said 
Samara, the owners will 
have to pay dues to local 
municipal councils in 
accordance with the rele- 
vant regulations to enable 
the local authorities to pro- 
vide water supplies and 
electricity to their homes. 


Israel denies official’s call to review 
water deals with Jordan — Khatib 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — Israel has dis- 
tanced itself from a recent 
statement made b}' one of its 
ministers that it should recon- 
sider warer agreements signed 
with Jordan and the Palestin- 
ian National Authority, a 
senior official said Wednes- 
day. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Oah 
Khatib said Israel denied 
recent statements attributed to 
Agriculture Minister Rafael 
Eitan, who heads the righr- 
wing Tsomet Party, that "his 
country should re-examine 
water deals signed with the 


Kingdom and the Palestini- 
ans, and said the announce- 
ment “does not represent the 
official Israeli stand, but 
{rather] the minister s person- 
al point of view," 

In reply to a related question 
by Deputy Amjad Majali dur- 
ing yesterday’s Parliament 
session. Khatib said Jordan 
protested through the embassy 
in Tel Aviv to the Israeli For- 
eign Ministry demanding a 
clarification of Eitan ’s state- 
ment, which Khatib described 
as “strange, because it contra- 
vened all agreements signed 
between the two countries.” 
The peace treaty with Israel, 


signed in October 1994, guar- 
anteed an additional 215 mil- 
lion cubic metres of water a 
year through new dams, a 
treatment plant and diversion 
projects. 

Under the treaty, Jordan is 
currently storing winter water 
in Lake Tiberias which it 
reclaims in the summer. But 
of the total 215 million cubic 
metres promised. Jordan is 
currently receiving only about 
60 million cubic metres. 

Last month, Jordan and 
Israel began construction on a 
JD1.65 million diversion dam 
to more effectively utilise 40 
million cubic metres of the 


Yatmouk Rivers overflow 
per year and regulate year- 
round inflow of water to the 
1 10-kilometre-long King 
Abdullah Canal. 

The Yatmouk currently pro- 
rides the Kingdom with only 
135mcm of its 220mcm full 
share, set by an Arab League 
committee in 1987. 

Jordan "s population, 

increasing by 3.5 per cent 
annually, will need 1.2 billion 
cubic metres of water per year 
between 199$ and 2000. Bur 
the Kingdom's current water 
resources only amount to 960 
million cubic metres a year, 
accordins to official fi cures. 


Egyptian PM arrives today for 
higher joint committee meeting 


AMMAN (Petra; — Egyptian 
Prime Minister Kamal Jan- 
zouri is due in Jordan on Thurs- 
day for a two-day official visit 
during which he will co-chair a 
meeting of the Jordan! an- 
Egyptian Higher Joint Com- 
mittee with Prime Minister 
FayezTarawneh. 

The higher committee, 
which will open its meeting at 
the Prime Ministry with the 
participation of concerned min- 
isters, is scheduled to sign 13 
agreements and protocols. 

The agreements were pre- 
pared for the higher committee 


by a bilateral ministerial com- 
mittee which concluded two 
days of deliberations on 
Wednesday and prepared the 
agenda for Thursday's meet- 
ing. 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade Mohammad Saleh 
Hourani and Egyptian Minister 
of Planning and International 
Cooperation Thaler Bashri 
chaired the preparatory meet- 
ing. 

In remarks at a ceremony 
held to sign the minutes of the 
preparatory committee's meet- 
ing, both ministers pointed out 


that despite the recent efforts to 
boost bilateral trade, exchanges 
between the two countries have 
not met expectations. They 
expressed hope that Jordan and 
Egypt would witness increased 
trade exchanges and the cre- 
ation of a free trade zone in the 
near future. 

Hourani pointed out that the 
two countries were also aiming 
to adjust the balance of trade, 
noting that last year Jordan 
imported JD275 million worth 
of Egyptian products and 
exported only JD14.5 million 
worth of Jordanian goods. 


For his pan. Bashri said trade 
between Egypt and Jordan can- 
not grow unless joint invest- 
ments are made. He noted that 
the two countries ha\e so far 
carried out 117 joint projects 
that cost four billion Egyptian 
pounds. 

An agreement on the creation 
of a free trade zone due to be 
signed Thursday provides for 
gradual exemptions of cus- 
toms duties on trade exchanges 
starting from January 1999 and 
until die year 2005. when all 
goods will be totally exempt 
from customs duties. 


Government pledges to improve prison’, 
conditions following calls for closure 


By Fairouz Abu-Gfaazaleh 

AMMAN — Hie govern- 
ment Wednesday promised 
deputies to improve condi- 
tions at the desolate Jafir Cor- 
rectional and Rehabilitation 
Centre after many lawmakers 
called for its permanent clo- 
sure on the grounds that it was 
unfit to house prisoners. 

'The prison is ancient, its 
kitchen is run down and the 
food offered to its 91 inmates 


Is so appalling that even ani- 
mals would not eat it," 
Mohammad Azaydeh. head 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment's Public Freedoms 
Committee, told the 80-seat 
House after visiting the centre. 

“It is enough that these pris- 
oners are being punished. We 
should not add to that by exil- 
ing them to this jail" Azaydeh 
added. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi said the government 


would do its utmost to 
improve living conditions at 
the jail and added that he had 
asked Public Works and 
Transport Minister Nasser 
Lawzi recently to refurbish 
the facility, including its 
kitchen. 

"1 am aware that the situa- 
tion at Jafr centre is bad, and 
Mr. Lawzi has promised 10 
give priority to long-due reno- 
vations....” Qadi said 

Jafr, a high-security prison 


that housed political dissi- 
dents in the 1950s and 1960s. 
is located 300 kilometres 
southeast of Amman. 

Qadi also said he had asked 
Lawzi to provide transporta- 
tion to the jail for families and 
relatives of inmates to allow 
them to make visits once or 
twice a week. 

Families of Jafr inmates 
have complained to .Azaydeh 
that they could nor afford to 
make the trips. 


Seminar examines right 
of physically challenged 
to marriage, family life 


By Munther Murjan 

AMMAN — Handicapped 
Jordanians have the right to 
marry and raise families both 
with other disabled partners 
and with able-bodied mem- 
bers of society, lawyers, soci- 
ologists and doctors said ar a 
recent seminar. 

However, some doctors 
argued that those suffering 
from mental disabilities, 
severe retardation, semi- 
paralysis. especially paralysis 
affecting the sexual organs, 
and males suffering from 
Down’s syndrome should not 
be encouraged to tie the knot. 

Others insisted that dis- 
abled couples undergo pre- 
marital medical exams to 
determine any possible 
genetic diseases and protect 
their children from health 
problems. 

In 1994, the Health Min- 
istry made it obligatory for 
all couples planning to get 
married to have pro-marital 
medical exams. But if left it 
up to the couples to decide if 
they want to pursue their 
plans if genetic diseases are 
detected — a policy that has 
helped keep such tests laige- 
ly ignored. 

Speakers at Saturday’s 
seminar said the Constitution 
gives ail Jordanians, includ- 
ing the physically chal- 
lenged, the right to get mar- 
ried and to have families on 
the condition thai they safe- 
guard the health of their chil- 
dren. 

“The handicapped are part 
of society, and it is important 
for society to know that they 
enjoy the same rights as able 
citizens,” said Sami Hirzal- 
lah, head of the Mustaqbal 
Club for the physically hand- 
icapped. 

“They have the right to 


have families, to have marital 
and sexual counselling, and 
handicapped women have... 
the right to be mothers.” he 
said. 

.Other lawyers said mar- 
riages should not be limited 
only to able-bodied members 
of society. 

*1 believe that limiting 
marriages among the dis- 
abled or among the able-bod- 
ied can have a negative 
impact on the development 
of society,” said lawyer 
Khalil Fa’ouri. “It also con- 
tradicts all principles of 
human rights.” 

“The handicapped Jordan- 
ian has die right to enjoy a 
decent life and to be part of 
social life, including getting 
married and raising a family, 
as long as he/she takes pre- 
cautions to ensure their chil- 
dren will be healthy," added 
lawyer Saleh Wazani. 

Legal clauses have been 
introduced to ensure that Jor- 
danians suffering from insan- 
ity and mental retardation 
can only tie the knot with the 
approval of a judge following 
a medical report proving that 
he/she can benefit from mar- 
riage. 

In a country of 4.2 million 
people, Jordan has over 
200,000 citizens suffering 
from various types of disabil- 
ities. 

This, doctors and social 
workers say, is placing a 
huge financial strain on the 
country's limited health, 
social welfare and education 
infrastructure, costing it mil- 
lions of dinars in treannem of 
mostly genetically-linked 
disabilities. 

Social workers blame the 
relatively high figures of dis- 
abled Jordanians on poverty, 
social ignorance, accidents 
and consanguineous mar- 


riages — a widespread tradi- 
tional practice in Jordan. 

A 1982 population-based 
study of consanguineous 
marriages in the Kingdom, 
which surveyed 2,000 house- 
holds, found that 32.03 per 
cent of marriages were 
among first cousins, 6.8 per 
cent among second cousins, 
10.5 per cent among distant 
relations and 50 per cent 
among no relation. 

Doctors have proven that 
first-cousin marriages could 
cause a host of disabilities 
which could take up to five 
decades to detect. 

“Pro marital medical tests 
are part of the basic rights of 
the handicapped,” said HRH 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid, who 
over the years has emerged 
as Jordan's main advocate for 
the disabled 

The National Council for 
the Welfare of the Disabled 
Persons, headed by Prince 
Ra‘d is trying to promote the 
general principle of conduct- 
ing pre-marital tests for all 
couples, whether able-bodied 
or disabled. 

But in a society that still 
shuns such tests, campaign- 
ers are facing an uphill battle, 
officials and sociologists say. 

Psychiatrist Imad Khreim 
said that depriving disabled 
Jordanians from taking part 
in normal societal life 
through marriage could have 
serious effects on them 
reflected in various forms of 
psychological problems such 
as psychosis, chronic depres- 
sion, frustration and even 
schizophrenia. 

“Nobody has the right to 
deny a normal life to any per- 
son who suffers from a hand- 
icap. The implications of 
doing so can have grave con- 
sequences on the individual 
and society,” Khreim said 



CHILDREN PERFORM A TRADITIONAL DANCE: Girls perform a traditional 
dance Wednesday in Amman. The Jordan office of the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) released its annual survey on girl's education in the Kingdom and 
noted both areas of achievement and room for improvement in Jordan (Reuters 
photo) 
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Little progress seen 
on human rights 
in most of Asia 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Asia marks the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Declaration of 
Human Rights Thursday, but 
activists say there is little 
cause for cheer with the situa- 
tion in some nations taking a 
turn tor the worse. 

Although most countries are 
signatories to the United 
Nations key covenants on 
human rights, international 
observers say there has been 
little progress over the past 
year, with abuses of religious, 
"social and political freedoms 
still widespread. 

"Across the world, and 
specifically in the Asian 
region, this is not the time for 
celebration.” said Indian 
rights activists Ravi Nair. 

"It is a time for introspec- 
tion. While awareness about 
human rights has certainly 
risen, incidents of rights abus- 
es have not shown a declining 
trend.'' he said. 

China remains one of the 
world's black spots for human 
rights abuses, with a continu- 
ing crackdown on Tibetan 
Buddhism, separatists in 
Xinjiang province, religious 
groups and political dissi- 
dents. 

A succession of Western 
leaders have addressed the 
issue with the Chinese gov- 
ernment during visits to 
Beijing this yean and although 
they claim there has been 
some improvement the coun- 
try has a long way to go. 

'There is no disguising that 
we continue to have serious 
concerns and differences 
about human rights — about 
political and religious free- 
doms and about the situation 
in Tibet," British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair said dur- 


ing his October trip. 

Rights groups also say the 
recent arrest of dissidents try- 
ing to set up a new political 
party bodes ill for political 
freedom in China. 

After an initial flurry of 
hope for improved rights in 
Indonesia following the 
downfall of former president 
Suharto, a recent report by the 
London-based Amnesty 
International accused 

President BJ. Habibie of 
using repressive measures 
similar to those of his prede- 
cessor. 

Amnesty pinpointed the 
shooting and killing of 
unarmed student protesters in 
Jakarta, os well as killings, 
disappearances and arrests in 
the troubled provinces of Irian 
Jaya, Aceh and East Timor. 

It also expressed concern 
over the questioning of 18 
politicians on suspicion of 
subversion for signing a docu- 
ment saying that did not 
accept the outcome of a spe- 
cial People's Consultative 
Assembly session. 

In Malaysia, which has not 
ratified the two key U.N. 
covenants on human rights, 
monitors have noticed the ris- 
ing use of police and the dra- 
conian Internal Security Act to 
quash political dissent. 

Opposition leader Lim Kit 
Siang said that “1998 is shap- 
ing up to be a very black year 
for human rights and the rule 
of law for Malaysia" 

Amnesty, which has urged 
Kuala Lumpur to ratify the 
covenants as soon as possible, 
also pointed to the treatment 
of former deputy prime minis- 
ter Anwar Ibrahim as a cause 
for concern. 

Anwar is on trial on charges 


of corruption and sodomy 
after being ousted from his 
post in September. He has 
pleaded not guilty on all 
counts, and on his first appear- 
ance in court was seen bearing 
a black eye and bruises. 

Myanmar also continues to 
be a global human rights 
hotspot. 

The U.N. General 
Assembly's human rights 
commission last month 
sharply criticised the military 
junta and urged it to hold 
urgent talks with the opposi- 
tion. 

The “resolution deplores the 
continuing violations of 
human rights in Myanmar 
including extrajudicial and 
arbitrary executions, rape, tor- 
ture, inhuman treatment, mass 
arrests, forced labour and 
forced relocation,” it said. 

Rights groups in India, 
which was one of the first 
countries to sign the declara- 
tion in 1948, say abuses are 
still widespread. 

But the Philippines has seen 
strong progress in die protec- 
tion of rights since the ousting 
of former dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos, and Thailand was 
recently given a broadly posi- 
tive assessment by the U.S. 
State Department 

Vietnam won praise for the 
release of several key dissi- 
dents, although it later tar- 
nished its image by refusing a 
U.N. inspector on religious 
tolerance access to several 
detainees. 

“The biggest problems are 
the lack of freedom of expres- 
sion. freedom of mganisation 
and freedom of religion,” a 
European diplomat said. 


N. Irish leaders blame each other 
amid pressure for deal by Christmas 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Northern Irish leaders blamed 
each other Wednesday for the 
deadlock in the peace process 
while British Premier Tony 
Blair and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton pushed for progress 
before Christmas. 

“There is a serious difficulty 
in the peace process.” said 
Martin McGuiness, the 
deputy leader of Sinn Fein, 
which is regarded a s the polit- 
ical wing of the ERA. 

Speaking after a meeting 
here with Blair, he added, 
however, that supporters of 
the peace process in Ireland 
hoped that the "very worry- 
ing” difficulties could be 
overcome before Christinas. 

Sinn Fein accuses the 
province's Protestant loyalties 
of creating the deadlock. 
McGuinness blamed a 
Protestant veto which he said 
had prevented ihe establish- 
ment of committees vital to 
the peace process. 

“Clearly there had been a 
veto at play here deployed by 
Unionists since July this year 
whenever an executive com- 


mittee. north-south ministerial 
council should have been 
established.” 

The moderate Protestant 
Unionist leader David 
Trimble is widely held 
responsible for the deadlock, 
blaming the impasse on his 
demands that the Irish 
Republican Army start to dis- 
arm immediately. 

The April peace accord 
gave both Roman Catholic 
and Protestant militia two 
years to surrender their 
weapons, although an imme- 
diate gesture by the IRA 
would allow the Ulster 
LTnlonist Party (UUP) to reas- 
sure its hard-line partisans 
who are still suspicious of 
Republican site. 

Trimble called for progress 
before setting out for Oslo this 
week to collect the Nobel 
Peace prize, which he won 
together with moderate 
Catholic leader John Hume. “ 
This is not peace. We have to 
move forwards.” he said. 

Clinton, who met the 
Protestant leader Tuesday, 
also called for an end to the 


deadlock. He said; “ Bringing 
these institutions alive is 
absolutely essential to keep up 
the momentum for peace, and 
we urge a speedy resolution.” 

A breakthrough seemed to 
be on the cards last week 
when Blair visited the provin- 
cial capital Belfast, but the 
UUP refused to accept his 
proposals, provoking exasper- 
ation in London. 

Blair also said to meet 
Wednesday moderate 

Catholic politician Seamus 
Mallon. who talked Tuesday 
with Irish Premier Bertie 
Ahem. Ahem has also called 
for a speedy end to the dead- 
lock. 

In Northern Ireland, contra- 
dictory rumours circulated 
this week about the possibility 
that the IRA might be repair- 
ing a gesture in favour of the 
vexed issue of disarmament 
or decommissioning as it is 
been called. 

McGuinness, however, 
made no comment on the 
matter as he emerged from his 
Downing Street meeting with 
the British prime minister. 
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Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov (left) laughs with NATO Secretary General 
Javier Solana at the end of a news conference at NATO headquarters in Brussels. 
NATO invited Russia to a top-level meeting at the Western alliance’s 50th anniver- 
sary summit in Washington next April, in a bid to cement a new partnership with its 
former cold war enemy (Reuters photo) 

Albright urges Russia 
to attend NATO summit 



BRUSSELS, Belgium (R> 
— U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 

Wednesday invited a reluc- 
tant Russia to NATO’s 50th 
birthday party next year. 

An anniversary summit 
of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation in 

Washington next April is 
designed to define the 
alliance's mission and 
strategic vision into the 
21st century. 

“Our purpose will be to 
make sure that NATO is 
equipped to make maxi- 
mum contribution to peace 
and democracy throughout 
the Euro-Atlantic region 
(and one way to do that is 
by ensuring the alliance) 
works as closely as possi- 
ble with our partners, 
including Russia. in 
addressing mutual con- 
cerns.” she said. 

To that end. "we invite 
Russia to strive with us to 
achieve this goal. And I 
invite Prime Minister 
i Yevgeny) Primakov or 
Foreign Minister (Igor) 
Ivanov to join us in 
Washington for those meet- 
ings.” Albright said. 

U.S. officials said Russia 
has been reluctant to attend 
the summit, fearing the 
meeting would celebrate 
NATO’s view that it won 
the cold war. an assessment 
many Russians reject. 

Albright, speaking in 


Brussels, also assured 
Moscow that the western 
alliance would not seek to 
use new negotiations on a 
10-year-old treaty limiting 
conventional forces in 
Europe to gain military 
advantage. 

She was addressing a 
meeting of the NATO- 
Russia joint partnership 
council, established to 
assuage Moscow’s con- 
cerns over alliance plans to 
expand into Eastern 
Europe. 

It was the first such meet- 
ing attended by Ivanov, and 
Albright declared him a 
“worthy successor” to 
Primakov, who is now 
prime minister. 

Albright, in making her 
pitch to Ivanov, argued that 
“the new Russia and the 
new NATO have many 
interests in common,” 
including stability in the 
Balkans and a concern over 
the proliferation of nuclear, 
chemical and biological 
weapons. 

She insisted the United 
States wants NATO and 
Russia to be able to act 
jointly to address common 
challenges, such as in the 
Serbian province of 
Kosovo. Russia, despite 
serious reservations, acqui- 
esced when NATO threat- 
ened air strikes if Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic did not end vio- 


lent repression against eth- 
nic Albanians. 

“Looking ahead, we. want 
to explore additional areas 
for cooperation. We pledge 
continued consultation." 
she added. 

NATO and Russia recent- 
ly agreed to complete 
negotiations on a new 
Conventional Forces in 
Europe (CFE) treaty in 
1999. Treaty limits on 
tanks, artillery and other 
weapons were set when the 
Soviet Union still existed, 
and signatories agree the 
collapse of the Communist 
bloc and expansion of 
NATO require revisions. 

“NATO is not seeking to 
use this CFE negotiation to 
gain military advantage. 
Rather, we are seeking a 
balanced treaty that bene- 
fits all." Albright insisted. 

While the secretary of 
state noted "forward 
strides" in the NATO- 
Russia relationship, she 
was far more enthusiastic 
about a “sweeping and spe- 
cific" programme of coop- 
eration with the alliance 
proposed by Ukraine. 

“It is clearly oriented 
toward reforming 

Ukraine’s entire defence 
and foreign policy appara- 
tus to play a greater role in 
the new Europe,” she said, 
while urging Kiev to accel- 
erate defence, economic 
and political reforms. 


Britain , New Zealand seek 
dues to Chechenya murders 


GROZNY, Russia i.R) — A 
Chechen official said 
Wednesday he believed 
kidnappers in the rebel 
Russian region beheaded 
three British hostages and 
one from New Zealand in 
panic because they feared 
they were about to be 
arrested. 

Chechenya’s prosecutor 
general. General Mansur 
Tagirov. offered a version 
of events which contradict- 
ed British media reports 
that the four hostages might 
have been lulled during or 
after a bungled rescue oper- 
ation. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook planned to dis- 
cuss the murders with 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov later 
Wednesday, and the British 
and New Zealand ambas- 


sadors to Russia were 
expected to seek details 
from Russia’s interior min- 
ister. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted Tagirov as saying 
two criminal groups 

involved in the kidnapping 
in the Chechen capital 
Grozny on Oct. 3 had pan- 
icked after one of their 
members was detained and 
questioned by police. 

“The two criminal groups 
mistrusted each other and. 
fearing arrest liquidated 

them as witnesses,” TASS 
said. 

Chechen and Russian 

authorities have offered no 
official version of the 
events leading to the 

hostages' murder. 

The hostages* severed 

heads were discovered in a 
sack on a deserted highway 


Tuesday three kra from the 
village of Dovydenko near 
the dusty town of Ahkhoi 
Marian. 

The heads were later 
taken to a morgue in 
Grozny. Other parts of the 
bodies were not found. 

The four men — identi- 
fied by their bodyguard as 
Britons Darren Hickey. 
Rudolf Petschi and Peter 
Kennedy and New 
Zealander Stanley Shaw — 
were captured by unknown 
gunmen when they were 
installing a mobile phone 
system. 

Cook said in Brussels, 
where he is attending a 
NATO ministerial confer- 
ence. that he planned to dis- 
cuss the killings with 
Ivanov Wednesday morn- 
ing. 

“The Russians have been 


as helpful as they can be to 
us throughout this.” Cook 
told Reuters Television. 

“The trouble is Moscow 
does not have much influ- 
ence with what happens in 
Chechenya at the present 
time.” 

The New Zealand and 
British ambassadors to 
Russia, John Larkindale 
and Sir Andrew Wood, 
were due to meet Russian 
Interior Minister Sergei 
Stepashin in Moscow, a 
spokesman for the New 
Zealand embassy said. 

It was the first time for- 
eign hostages had been 
murdered since the end of 
Chechenya’s 1994-96 war 
with Russia. 

Chechenya’s national 
security chief said Tuesday 
his forces had detained a 
man suspected of involve- 


ment in the murders and 
vowed to identify the mur- 
derers Wednesday. Other 
officials denied Tuesday 
that anyone had been 
detained. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and 
U.N. Secretary -General 
Kofi Annan expressed 
shock at the murders and 
condemned them. 

Chechen President Aslan 
Maskhadov blamed “for- 
eign special forces” and 
their Chechen agents for 
the murders, which he said 
were intended to hinder his 
efforts to build relations 
abroad. 

Granger Telecom, the 
British firm which 
employed the men, said it 
had been in contact with the 
kidnappers and had 


received information last 
week that the hostages were 
alive. 

“We understand from 
media reports today that the 
Chechen authorities may 
have mounted a rescue 
attempt last night. It would 
appear that something went 
tragically wrong.” Granger 
Telecom's chief executive, 
Ray Verth. said Tuesday. 

Chechenya has suffered 
from poverty and lawless- 
ness since fighting a 21- 
month war of independence 
from Russia that ended 
when Moscow withdrew its 
troops in 1996. 

Maskhadov, seen as a rel- 
ative moderate in Moscow, 
is opposed by renegade 
warlords who say they want 
to set up a stricter Islamic 
state and maintain a firmer 
stance towards Russia. 
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Anwar’s lawyers move to 
testimony of key witness ing®!* 

- ‘ L.- 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Lawyers Jdefiaied 

Malaysia's ousted Deputy Premier Anwar Ibrah^Qg&t 

ly moved Wednesday to disqualify the 

witness on the grounds that he gave contradkfcry^ea} ^^ 

“We wish to impeach the credibility erf this-w^e^ 

Defence Counsel Gurbachan Singh said in aaapph^jon 

to the court, referring to former driver Azizan Afe 1 Baker 

who alleged he was repeatedly sodomised -by Abw 3 f% 

1992. The defence argued that Azizan 

Tuesday he had not read a book called ‘Tifiy^eak^SiQ™ 

Anwar Cannot Becoma Prime Ministe^^ 

the allegation of sodomy. But in a sworn 

August this year and submitted as evidence 

. Azizan said portions of the book referring lo^hnn^wete 

■‘totally untrue and with bad intent” Gurbachan 

clear indicated that the portion of the book cxmcennn|S:. 

was referred to him by the police,’’ he added. 

diction is material and obvious in any event 

Azizan stunned the court when he agreed to a , 

tion that he kept visiting Anwar’s house between 

1997 because Anwar “did not sodomise 

Azizan would have otherwise kept “far away” if 

Impeachment proceeding usually aim to remove coftfradg.- 

tory testimony and statement from the court's reewti^. 

does not mean that other evidence is ruled out bnt the coin 

will not attach much weight ro other evidence in tight oTltie 

contradictions.” one lawyer said. 

Swiss socialist 

elected president of confederation 7 

BERN (AFP) — Socialist Ruth Dreifuss was elected 
Wednesday as president of the Swiss confederation, becom- 
ing the first women in the country’s history to held the post, 
rotated annually among seven minis tries. Dreifuss, 61 , was 
elected by a clear majority of Swiss deputies to head the 
confederation. She will succeed Flavio Cotti. who is also 
Swiss foreign minister. The new president, who assumes 
her function from Jan. 1, will keep her title of interior min- 
ister. 

Shanghai dissident 
flees to U.S. to escape crackdown 

SHANGHAI (AFP) — Shanghai dissident Yao Zhenxian 
was to flee to the United States Wednesday to avoid arrest 
in the crackdown on the opposition China Democracy Patty 
tCDP). U.S. officials promptly accepted Yao's request for 
travel documents after overseas members of the banned 
party decided he would be in danger if he stayed in die 
country. U.S.-based pro-democracy activist Bao Ge said in 
a faxed statement The statement, which identified Yao as a 
member of the CDP's national committee, said he would 
take United Airlines flight 838 for New York, which was 
due to depart here at 12:10 a.m. (0310 GMT) Yao’s father 
told AFP the dissident left for the airport at around 8d00 am. 
with his wife and daughter, who were to accompany Iran on 
the, trip, A spokesman for the U.S. consulate in S fapgh ju 
refused to comment on the decision to grant Yao special 
U.S. entry papers. “The decision is made in Washington, it 
is not made here,” he said, adding that according to proce- 
dures, immigration officials would decide whether to give 
the dissident a formal visa only after his arrival in a US 
port of entry. Beijing launched a crackdown last week 
arresting 10 members and sympathisers of the underground 
party including two high-profile dissidents, Xu Wenli and 
Qin Yongmin. Xu and Qin have been formally charged wifii 
attempted supervision, but seven others have since been 
released. Dissident sources said Monday that the founder of 
the party, Wang Youcai, would be put on trail in 
Hanghzhou next week for incitement to overthrow the state. 

Italian remanded by Australian court 
for extradition hearing 

SYDNEY (AFP) — A man who is alleged to be one of 
Italy’s most wanted criminals was remanded in custody 
pending an extradition hearing which was arranged for Feb. 
15 when he appeared before a magistrate here Wednesday. 
Giovanni Farina, 48, was arrested for allegedly breaching 
currency regulations when he arrived in Australia on Aug. 
15 under the name of Luigi Valiante. Italian police have 
identified Valiante as Farina, who is wanted in Italy on kid- 
napping and firearms offences. No plea was entered and 
bail was not sought when he appeared briefly before mag- 
istrate Allan Moore at Sydney’s Central Local Court. Police 
alleged he failed to declare 138,000 Australian dollars 
($88,000) in foreign currency, in excess of the 5,000 
Australian dollar ($3,200.) limit, escaping from lawful cus- 
tody and assaulting police. 

Japanese scientists clone eight 
calves using new technique 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Japanese scientists used the 
most advanced technique to date to create eight genetical- 
ly identical calves, according to a report to appear in a 
recent issue of Science magazine. Headed by Yulao Kato 
of the Science and Technology Institute of Nara, Japan, 
the technique allowed the eight calves to be cloned from 
only ten ovules extracted from a cow that was about to be 
slaughtered. By comparison, Scottish scientists needed 
277 tries to create the cloned sheep "Dolly” in 1997. Fbur 
of the eight Japanese calves died shortly after their bulb 
,n June, but researchers said they were killed by “envi- 
ronmental causes and not by problems stemming from 
the cloning operation. Scientists extracted die nuclei fro 01 
ten of the donor cow’s ovules and replaced them with the 
nuclei from ten adult cells from another cow — six from 
outside the ovule and four from the bovine equivalent of 
the human Fallopian tubes. The cells were. allowed to 
grow to their first development stage as blatocystes before 
temg implanted in the uterus of ten surrogate cows. All of 
the eight calves bom were identical genetic copies of the 
donor cow. The unprecedented, 70 per cent success rate 
was attributed both to the new cloning technique and to 
e choice of donor cells, die researchers said. 

50 die in vehicle collision in India 

NEW DELHI (AFP) - At least 50 people were 
jy. a . speeding bus collided with a fuel tanker 
Wednesday in the eastern Indian state of Bihar, the Press 

fPTr.) reported. Five others were seriously 
injured m the accident at Bhjpur district, Bihar Director 
° Pol ‘ ce ,^' Jacob was quoted as saying- 
mo,r -f/ f , Was - a Ioud explosion after the collision, and 
® st .° victims were burnt to death.. PTI earl*/ 
dem activists were killed 

mlingBiha^ ntlf * ed them 88 merabers of a centrist party 
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Former Indonesian President Suharto (right) speaks to journalists at the attorney-general’s office after four hours 
of questioning by the attorney-general over charges that he corruptly built up a fortune during his rule. Analysts 
allege Suharto and his family amassed a fortune worth billions of dollars during his autocratic, army-backed rule 
(Renters photo) 

Suharto still smiling but under pressure 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Former 
Indonesian President Suharto 
was still smiling but dearly 
under pressure Wednesday as 
he submitted to a prosecutor’s 
grilling over the alleged for- 
tune he accumulated during 
his 32-year rule. 

In the 202 days since he 
stepped down amid the coun- 
try's worst economic crisis in 
decades, mounting demon- 
strations and lethal riots, the 
greying 77-year-old former 
general had obviously lost 
weight 

Dressed in his trademark 
batik shirt and black cap. be 
appeared calm and spoke in a 
strong, steady voice to a mob 
of journalists as he emerged 

But journalists said the wave 
he gave was a mere acknowl- 
edgement compared to the • 
breezy, jocular greeting of 
September when he last 
.reported to the prosecutors' 
office, not to answer a sum- 
mons, but voluntarily. 

That was before the clamour 
had intensified here for the 
one-time leader of the world’s 
fourth most populous nation 
to be slapped under house 
arrest, and before almost daily 
attempts by student protesters 
to breach security cordons and 
march on his quiet central 
Jakarta home. 

That he is fitter now than a 
year ago, when concerns over 
his health shook the stock 
exchange, was borne out by 
former Australian Prime 
Minister Paul Keating, a per- 


sonal friend who called on 
him in November. 

Suharto, Keating said, was 
exercising more and had lost 
weight. But, he added, 
Suharto bad not changed in 
the slightest his view that the 
way he governed had been — 
and still would be — best for 
Indonesia. 

Keating also told Australian 
journalists here that he did 
“not get the impression” that 
Suharto was still involved in 
daily politics in Indonesia, a 
view widely held by some 
diplomats and Indonesian 
intellectuals, who see him as 
the pow er behind his succes- 
sor and protege, B J. Habibie. 

Habibie, whose closeness to 
Suharto is now one of his 
greatest liabilities, admits to 
having telephoned Suharto cm 
his birthday in June, but told 
AFP in an interview that 
Suharto himself had advised 
breaking off direct contact “as 
it might be misinterpreted." 

Suharto’s half-brother, and 
his reputedly wealthy children 
whose greed contributed to his 
downfall, say Suharto will 
never leave Indonesia, despite 
the anger mounting against 
him. 

Say Keating and others: “He 
still think he was right." 

What Suharto thought was 
right was spelled out in his 
biography, ‘ihe smiling gener- 
al” and a film on the bloody 
events of J 965 which brought 
him from near-anonymity as 
an army general to the presi- 


dency. 

Bom to a family of farmers 
in densely-populated central 
Java on June 8, 1921. Suharto 
joined the then-Japanese 
Indonesian army during 
World War ff. 

After independence he 
joined the fledgling 
Indonesian armed forces, in a 
career briefly marred by a cor- 
ruption scandal, and was post- 
ed to Dutch New Guinea 
before it became a part of 
Indonesia as Irian Jaya. 

After seizing power in the 
aftermath of a botched and 
bloody coup blamed on the 
Indonesian communist party, 
he presided over a massive 
blood letting which left at least 
half a million communists 
killed and millions jailed. 

He banned the communist 
-party and its teachings, 
assumed the presidency in 
1967. and set about the task of 
bringing the country out of its 
economic doldrums. 

It was his tireless efforts to 
build up the country’s econo- 
my that earned him the title 
“Father of Development", and 
saw per capita gross domestic 
product jump front a mere $50 
in 1966 to $1,000. 

He made Indonesia, one the 
world's largest rice importers, 
self-sufficient in the commod- 
ity, and drove the country’s 
economy further away from 
its dependency on oil and gas 
export earnings by boosting 
exports of manufactured prod- 
ucts and textiles. 


But his autocratic rule, 
heavy reliance on the army 
and intolerance of any dissent, 
which left hundreds of politi- 
cal prisoners behind bars, as 
well as the enrichment of his 
cronies and children, began to 
take its toll. 

He quelled a student upris- 
ing in 1974 and jailed one of 
his staunchest supporters, 
lieutenant general Hartono 
Rekso Dharsono the follow- 
ing decade. 

Meanwhile the business tac- 
tics of his six children became 
cruder and cruder, and their 
tentacles reached into every 
sector of the economy as cab- 
inet ministers were ridden 
over roughshod in awards of 
contracts. 

By the time he ran for a sev- 
enth five-year term in March 
of 1998 — as usual the sole, 
unopposed candidate — stu- 
dent dissent was crushed onl> 
by abductions and torture, and 
the economy was sliding 
rapidly downhill, hit by ilv 
Asian monetary crisis. 

By late 1997 what had stall- 
ed as a monetary problem had 
spiralled into a foil-scale av-i" 
of confidence. 

Students were on the streci 
the International Monetary 
Fund had despaired and 
packed its bags as Suharto 
refused reforms, mini sic in 
refused to join a new crisi- 
cabinet and finally even the 
armed forces told him it wav 
time to eo. 


China warns Taiwan over vote 


Yeltsin leaves hospital; government mulls budget 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin left hospital 
Wednesday and moved to 
one of his country residences 
to complete his recovery 
from pneumonia. the 
Kremlin said 

Yeltsin, whose authority 
has been clearly eroded by 
recurrent health problems 
and by Russia's deep eco- 
nomic crisis, briefly visited 
the Kremlin Monday to sack 
his chief of staff and several 
other officials. 

: Thfr 67-year-old president 
has been otherwise confined 
to hospital since be was 
admitted on Nov. 22. 
although he has received vis- 
itors and took a stroll 
Tuesday. 

“The doctors believe the 
hospital stage of his recovery 


from pneumonia is over." a 
Kremlin spokesman said by- 
telephone. 

The spokesman said 
Yeltsin’s doctors had told 
him he could continue the 
next stage of his convales- 
cence at one of h is country 
residences with periodic 
check-ups at the Central 
Clinical Hospital where he 
was being treated. 

"The doctors are generally 
satisfied with the president’s 
condition." he said. 

Yeltsin, who has moved to 
the Rus residence about 100 
km northwest of Moscow, 
was not expected to hold any 
meetings Wednesday. 

In the capital. Prime 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
called together his cabinet to 
discuss the 1999 budget and 


to hear complaints from 
Defence Minister Igor 
Seigeyev that his forces 
should receive more funds 
than envisaged in the draft 

Russia’s military is severe- 
ly demoralised and under- 
funded. Troop numbers are 
being cm to reflect post-cold 
war realities and the aim is to 
revamp nuclear forces with 
fewer but better missiles. 

As Primakov’s cabinet 
team met. the Strategic 
Rocket Forces said it had 
test-Jaunched one of the new 
Topol -M ballistic missiles 
from a base in northwestern 
Russia. 

Primakov has said the bud- 
get will be austere and 
intended to avoid hyperinfla- 
tion. The draft is expected to 
be considered by the full cab- 


Tripp attorney subpoenaed 


'rlK-i 


HLUCOTT CITY. Md (R) 
— The lawyer who advised 
Linda Tripp through much of 
the'White House sex scandal 
said Tuesday that he would 
testify before a Maryland 
grand jury investigating 
whether she broke slate wire- 
lap laws by recording phone 
conversations with Monica 
Lewinsky. 

Lawyer James Moody said 
be had been subpoenaed to 
appear before the pane! 
Thursday and to turn over any 
tapes 'in his possession that 
contain Lewinsky’s voice. 

‘T have no tapes, so that’s 
not a matter worth bothering 


with," Moody told Reuters. 

“And I can't imagine they 
can ask me a question I can 
answer, but I'm willing ro go 
there and find out. The 
lawyer-client relationship is 
privileged. And 1 have no right 
or power to testify in violation 

of thaf privilege.” 

Based in the Dismct ^ 
Columbia, Moody is a federal 
lawyer with no licence to 
practise law in Maryland. 

Tripp, a central figure in the 
White House sex scandal, 
tape-recorded hows of phone 
conversations with Lewinsky 

from Tripp’s home in 
Columbia. Md. 


The tapes, which revealed 
details about the former White 
House intern's infamous affair 
with President Clinton, were 
later turned over ro indepen- 
dent counsel Kenneth Starr 
and formed a central pan of 
his investigation of the presi- 
dent. 

The controversy iss expect- 
ed to reach a climax later this 
week on Capitol Hill, with a 
widely anticipated House 
Judiciary Committee vote on 
whether to recommend that 
Clinton be impeached. 

Meanwhile, Maryland pros- 
ecutor Stephen Montanarellis 
grand jury in Howard County, 


McL, has been trying to deter- 
mine whether Tripp knew she 
was breaking state law when 
she tape-recorded convert 
lions with Lewinsky. 

Under Maryland law. all 
parties to a conversation nitiM 
consent to taping. But in orxlci 
to secure a conviction agaiiN 
Tripp, the prosecutor nuN 
prove the violation was com- 
mitted in full knowledge 
the law. 

Tripp testified before Stan '" 
federal grand jury' that site 
knew she was violating 
Maryland law. But thai testi- 
mony was made under a gram 
of immunity. 


BEUING (R> — China 
warned Taiwan 

Wednesday it was "play- 
ing with fire” after a refer- 
endum in a Taiwan city 
last week rejected eventu- 
al reunification. 

“Attempts to use a refer- 
endum to block reunifica- 
tion and create ‘an inde- 
pendent Taiwan' are a 
dangerous act of playing 
with fire.” the Xinhua 
news agency quoted 
China's top Taiwan poli- 
cymaking body as saying. 

“We give a serious 
warning to various sepa- 
ratist forces.” a 
spokesman for the Taiwan 
Affairs Office under the 
Stale Council, or cabinet, 
was quoted as saying. 

The spokesman stopped 
short of repeating China's 
long-standing threat to 
invade Taiwan if the 
Nationalist-ruled island 
declared independence. 

But he said if such 
action was not stopped, it 


would “endanger the safe- 
ty of Taiwan compatriots 
and influence the peace 
and stability in the Asia 
Pacific region." Beijing 
has regarded Taiwan as a 
rebel province since the 
Communists won the 
Chinese civil war and 
drove the defeated 
Nationalists into exile in 
Taiwan in 1 949. 

The spokesman 

described reunification of 
China and Taiwan as a 
"sacred historical mis- 
sion." 

He said the referendum 
in southern Tainan city 
last Saturday was “illegal, 
invalid and a futile 
effort 

“We express our res- 
olute opposition,” the 
spokesman said. 

Of 124.776 voters who 
cast ballots in the referen- 
dum. 96.923 people, or 
77.88 per cent, opposed a 
Taiwan ruled by Beijing. 
The referendum was held 


alongside polls to elect 
parliament and the mayors 
of Taipei and southern 
Kaohsiung city. 

Taiwan's election 
authorities have refused to 
accept the outcome of the 
referendum. 

The spokesman slapped 
Taiwan authorities on the 
wrist for failing to stop the 
referendum, which he 
described as a “threat" to 
China. 

“There is only one 
China in the world. 
Taiwan is an inseparable 
pan of China," the 
spokesman said. 

Tuesday. China stepped 
up calls for reunification 
talks with Taiwan follow- 
ing a resounding victory 
by the island's ruling 
Nationalist Pany in the 
weekend polls. 

Zhang Kehui. vice- 
chairman of the Chinese 
People's Political 

Consultative Congress, an 
advisory body to parlia- 


ment. was quoted this 
week as saying talks on 
China's reunification 
"should not be postponed 
indefinitely.” 

The Nationalists scored 
a striking victory against 
the main opposition 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (DPP), a result seen 
by many analysts as a 
rejection of the DPP’s 
pro- independence plat- 
form. 

Incumbent Taipei Mayor 
Chen Shui-Bian of the 
DPP was unsealed by pop- 
ular Nationalist former 
Justice Minister Ma Ying- 
Jeou. 

Commenting on the 
elections, a spokesman for 
the cabinet’s Taiwan 
Affairs Office said: “We 
have always taken a clear 
stance towards political 
activities in Taiwan, 
respecting our compatri- 
ots' lifestyle and their 
wish and right to run their 
own affairs." 


‘Britons evenly split over Pinochet arrest’ 


LONDON (Ri — Britons 
are split over whether for- 
mer Chilean dictator 
Augusto Pinochet should 
be extradited to Spain to 
face genocide, torture and 
murder charges, an opin- 
ion poll showed 
Wednesday. 

The Guardian newspaper 
poll offered no easy pop- 
ulist option to Home 
Secretary ( Interior 

Minister) Jack Straw who 
must decide by Friday if 
the extradition process is 
to go ahead. 

Thirty-four per cent said 
he should be extradited to 
Spain. 36 per cent said he- 
should be allowed to 
return to Chile and the rest 
said they did not know. 

The London Times 
agreed that Straw faces 
"the lonely vigil of a man 
who can’t win.” 

The Guardian poll 
imriguingly mirrored the 
sense of indecision felt by 
Chileans am one whom 


Pinochet provokes either 
intense hatred or devotion 
after his harsh 1973-1990 
rule. At lest 3,000 people 
disappeared in witch hunts 
against leftists. 

A poll published last 
week in Santiago showed 
Chileans almost evenly 
split. Forty-five per cent 
thought his arrest was bad, 
44 per cent called it good, 
the rest had no response. 

Pinochet was arrested in 
London on Oct. 16 on a 
warrant from Spain. 

Britain's House of Lords 
— the highest court in the 
land — ruled last month 
that he did not enjoy 
immunity from prosecu- 
tion. 

But the impartiality of 
the Law Lords ruling was 
questioned Tuesday when 
it emerged that one of the 
senior judges in the case 
had connections with 
human rights watchdog 
Amnesty International, 
which has campaigned 


hard for Pinochet to be 
brought to justice. 

Amnesty acknowledged 
that Lord Hoffman, who 
cast the deciding vote in 
the 3-2 ruling that 
Pinochet was not immune 
from prosecution, had 
been director of Amnesty 
International Charity Ltd 
for several years. 

Thursday, Amnesty 
International marks the 
50th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights by laying 
3,197 white flowers on the 
doorstep of the Home 
Office. 

Amnesty said the num- 
ber matched Chile's offi- 
cial figure for people who 
disappeared or were killed 
during Pinochet's rule. 

Amnesty asked Straw to 
commemorate the anniver- 
sary by “allowing the legal 
process against Pinochet to 
take its course without 
political intervention." 

The pressure on Straw is 


building up from both pro 
and anti-Pi nochei camps. 

Fifty opposition mem- 
bers of the Chilean parlia- 
ment wrote to Straw, urg- 
ing him to return Pinochet 
to Santiago. 

“Chileans believe that 
this issue is to be dealt 
with in Chile." they said in 
a joint letter. 

Noisy demonstrations 
were staged in London 
Tuesday with more than 
100 widows and relatives 
of Chilean policemen and 
soldiers killed during the 
1973 coup and subsequent 
unrest waved flags and 
chanted slogans outside 
Prime Minister Tony 
Blair's London residence. 

Then outside Straw’s 
office, they came to face 
with Chilean exiles and 
relatives of the thousands 
who disappeared under 
Pinochet’s rule. 

“Murderers" shouted the 
exiles as they are held 
back by police. 


inet Thursday before being 
handed to the State Duma 
lower house of parliament 11 u 
approval. 

•Primakov was approved h> ; 
Yeltsin and the Communist- 1 
dominated Duma as a com- 
promise premier in i 
September. He faces the dil- 
ficult task of steering Rus-ia 
out of financial crisis without I 
further antagonising million" • 
of unpaid workers. 

The State Tax Service said 
it had collected 18 billion 
roubles ($860 million) in tax 
last month, of which 70 per 
cent was cash. This compare*" 
with 12.2 billion roubles in ; 
cash the previous month. 

Poor tax collection is one 
of reasons for the country'" . 
financial crisis and budget 
crunch. 
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The smallest gesture 

WHAT AN irony that practically on the eve of the 
world's celebration of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights the UJ5. government issued a penalty 
notice to an American non-profit humanitarian 
group seeking to deliver h umanitar ian aid in the 
form of desperately needed medicine to Iraq's chil- 
dren. 

Voices in the Wilderness, a purely voluntary 
humanitarian movement of American citizens, open- 
ly acknowledges that it has violated US. federal law 
18 times to enter Iraq for that purpose, but believes, 
rightly, that while disarmament (not just in Iraq, but 
worldwide) is important, the sanctions regime has 
proven itself a failure and is one of the most blatant 
human rights violations on record during this 
decade. 

’ Therefore, the Voices group argues, h umanitari an 
concerns and international law surely supercede US. 
federal law. 

The organisation itself, and some individual mem- 
bers, are accused by the US. Department of the 
Treasury of haring Engaged in certain prohibited 
transactions related to the embargo against Iraq." 

Their grave violations of federal law include “the 
exportation of goods, including medical supplies and 
toys" and importing goods and/or services such as 
“an Iraqi water bottle label, an Iraqi stamp, photo- 
graphic film, video and audio cassettes, postcards 
and assorted papers." 

It is a bit difficult to take these allegations serious- 
ly, and, frankly, the entire affair sounds more like an 
attempt at harassment — masquerading as US. fed- 
eral law — the intent of which is to Intimidate Voices 
members who are slowly but surely gaining media 
attention about the on-going humanitarian crisis in 
Iraq. 

We find it surprising that the US. government 
would employ such lowly tactics. 

It is very clear to all and sundry that these people 

— ordinary middle-class Americans — pose no 
threat to US. or international security by way of 
their activities, nor do they contribute to the alleged 
Iraqi drive to rearm itself. 

Such a manoeuvre also implies that the U.S. gov- 
ernment — the self-proclaimed defender of freedom, 
democracy and human rights throughout the world 

— finds voluntary humanitarian work a crime under 
U.S. law. But then, perhaps this should not be sur- 
prising since Secretary of State Madeleine Albright’s 
disclosure that human suffering and an ever-climb- 
ing death toll in Iraq are “a price worth paying" to 
disarm Saddam in an interview with CBS News over 
a year ago. 

Today, the U.S. is the world's remaining superpow- 
er. and today, the world celebrates 50 years of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which very 
clearly outlines the human right to personal security, 
the right to freedom from torture and degrading 
treatment, the right to free movement, the right to 
adequate living standards, the right to education, the 
right to freedom from discrimination — every single 
one of which is trampled on by the sanctions regime. 

It is becoming more and more apparent to us in the 
region that in reality', for US. policy makers, h uman 
rights are reserved for only a selected few. 

But if the US. cares to show that it really does give 
a damn about human rights for every creed and 
colour, everywhere in the world, it could start with 
the smallest of gestures: by retracting the ridiculous 
allegations against Voices in the Wilderness, whose 
intentions are only to alleviate the suffering of inno- 
cent Iraqi children who had nothing to do with 
events that wrought sanctions on their country. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 RaTs Fahed Fanek said 'Jordan has sttong elements of 
stability and these are the basic needs for social, economic 
and political success. The Kingdom has political stability 

— there arc no military revolts — and it has been enjoying 
parliamentary life even before is independence under die 
umbrella of a 50-year-old Constitution, which is consid- 
ered one of the best and most democratic in the Arab 
World Jordan has internal stability and security; there is no 
violence, and ownership and other rights are protected, the 
writer added. Those who claim the opposite are really 
describing Jordan' sensitive political position in a region 
where the Arab-lsraeli struggle dominates the agenda and 
this conflict has implications also for the economy. 
Demographic diversity, democratic fragility and the weak- 
ness of civil society institutions help create such specula- 
tions, Fanek claimed. 

A1 Dust our’s editorial claimed Israel’s recent aggravated 
behaviour on the eve of President Clinton's historical visit 
to Gaza and other independent Palestinian areas, aims ai 
marginalising and minimising the event’s importance. The 
Israeli government announced its refusal to implement the 
second stage of withdrawals in accordance with the Wye 
River Accord, said the paper, and reimposed the stubborn 
conditions, which were refused by the U.S. and the 
Palestinian National Authority. In addition to that escala- 
tion. the government maintains provocative practices such 
as increasing settlements and instigating violence a gainst 
the Palestinians who ask for the freedom of detainees and 
refugees. After meeting with US. envoy Dennis Ross, 
Israeli officials apparently do not want to end or alter such 
actions, said the paper. 


Making the signifier signify meaningft 

UUui fmm objectionable 


IN TODAY'S world things 
are changing last, including 
things in the world of educa- 
tion, of course. Physical set- 
tings, tools, syllabi text- 
bools, methods of leam- 
ing/knowing, objectives, 
policies, and regulations are 
changing. But roles are also 
chan ging : those of students, 
and those of teachers. Less 
speedily, altitudes and old 
hnhrte are changing. Change 
is the name of the game, 
reform is a constant preoccu- 
pation and modernisation is 
almost an obsession. 

As change — fast or slow, 
depending on where you are 
on the map of today's globe 
— happens, I wonder if it is 
not time we started renam- 
ing, railing things by their 
more apt, fitting or correct 
names. 

The other day, I was pon- 
dering over some of the 
terms we use, in Arabic and 
in English, in connection 
with teachers, students, and 
administrators both at the 
school as well as university 
levels: The Arabic mu'allinL 
mudanis, mubader and 
ustaath, equivalent or parallel 


in English to teacher, instruc- 
tor, lecturer and professor: 

In light of the changes just 
spoken of, none of these 
terms seem to do. 

With talk (much talk) about 
new approaches and new 
roles: partnership between 
students and teachers in the 
learning process; the de-cen- 
tring of the position and 
authority of the teacher, the 
notion that teachers are facil- 
itators, moderators and 
coaches, etc., there is some- 
thing not only archaic and 
old-fashioned about the ter- 
minology we use in connec- 
tion with teachers and stu- 
dents, but also seriously false. 

Denotatively and conoota- 
tively, such terms are ulti- 
mately unacceptable. 

Mu’allim conveys the 
notion that teachers are pos- 
sessors or transmitters of 
knowledge (they know and 
they impart knowledge — 
‘ alima, from which Mu’allim 
is derived is to ‘Imow”; 
‘allaraa is to make someone 
know). 

Mudarris is equally reduc- 
tive of students, implying a 
process of forcing informa- 


tion upon them in a manner 
similar to ftwlovian, 
Skinnerian conditioning (in 
fact, the meaning — a very 
pejorative one — of darasa, 
from which mudanis is 
derived, is, as Cowman's 
Hans Weber Axabic-Engtish 
dictionary pits it, first and 
foremost to wipe out, blot 
out, (^literate, efface, extin- 
guish, or thresh). Muhader is 
a lecturer or a preacher, Le. a 
sole speaker; wbo comes to 
the classroom to deliver or 
read infcHinarion and opin- 
ions to students, asking him- 
self questions and answering 
them at foe same tins. The 
students (like the diligent 
scriveners of ancient times) 
are supposed to write down, 
memorise and admire. 

Ustaath is too prestigious 
and pretentious to fit the new 
role. 

The Englis h equivalents or 
parallels — teacher, instruc- 
tor, lecturer and professor — 
are objectionable cm the 
same grounds. They carry the 
same reductive and pejorar 
tive implications. 

The terms we use for fee 
learner in Arabic are tilmeeth 


(denoting a student in the ear- 
lier stages of learning) and 

taleb. The laner is better titan 

foe fanner. Tilmeeth is 
almost equivalent to pupil in 
Enelish: it is immensely 
be faffing. A tilmeeth is a del- 
icate, soft, small tiny almost 
ins i gnifi cant being. This is 
false; even kindergarten boys 
and girls are capable of think- 
ing deeply, asking intelligent 
questions, contributing to 
discussions, asserting them- 
selves, excelling in a variety 
of ways and conducting 
themselves impressively. 
They are to be taken serious- 
ly. Tflmeeth undercuts such 
seriousness. 

What I like about Taleb 
(equivalent to student) is its 
active implication. Talaba is 
to demand, to ask foe, to want 
to have, etc„ all assertive, 
active and positive acts. The 
objection that may be raised 
in connection with it (aside 
from the term's unhappy 
P Syrriarifin with foe 
“Taleban" of Afghanistan) is 
that it is somewhat neglectful 
of the student's role as a giver 
and a partner Still I like the 
team. 
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Generation Wye 


ONE RECIFE for develop- 
ment success in parts of the 
region seems to be to inject aid 
from foreign governments and 
NGOs in a high-profile way 
and then use the positive fell- 
out to help encourage massive 
private sector investment For 
Palestine in particular, foe first 
part of this formula has been 
applied, and the aid continues 
to toll in, The latest example 
came when more than forty- 
countries met in an internation- 
al donors conference at tire end 
of November, in it pledges 
included $480 minion by t be 
European Union. $200 million 
by Japan, $100 million by 
Saudi Arabia, and — depend- 
ing on congressional approval 
— a hefty contribution by the 
United States. 

However, due to the instabil- 
ity caused by Israeli repres- 
sion, local and international 
investors alike remain hesitant 
Israeli control is foe key prob- 
lem here, and a lot of pressure 
is needed for it to loosen up to 
allow tihe Palestinian economy 
to develop. Until now though, 
those same generous interna- 
tional donors have been largely 
stingy with their political pres- 
sure, avoiding a challenge to 
Israeli policies. You even get 
the feeling that some of the aid 
is an attempt to make up for 
this. 

The UN. estimates that last 
year Israeli closures in the 
West Bank cost the Palestinian 
economy more than $200 mil- 
lion in lost income, equal to 
about half of what Palestine 
received in international (folia- 
tions in 1997. Israel still has 
total control over people and 
goods coming into Palestinian 
areas, and Israeli closure policy 
is a cause of the dangerous 


decline in the Palestinian econ- 
omy over the past five years. 
Israel's actions have the effect 
of limiting access to jobs in 
Israel for Palestinian workers, 
and there is no question that 
foe persistent policy of impos- 
ing closure on the West Bank 
and Gaza has had a damaging 
effect 

The Palestinian economy's 
need for outside investment is 
obvious, but who will come in 
under present circumstances? 
limited Palestinian access 
from die West Bank and Gaza 
to foe Israeli labour market 
ostensibly due to Israeli securi- 
ty concerns, illustrates one way 
in which the Israeli govern- 
ment is destabiKsmg a fragile 
Palestinian economy. By cut- 
ting Palestinian employment in 
Israel Israeli policy has seri- 
ously hurt Palestine's econo- 
my. This has caused many 
educated Palestinians to work 
in jobs which do not use their 
skills and training. Such a situ- 
ation has come about because 
of foe restrictions that Israel 
puts on the mobility of the 
Palestinian labour force, not 
only to enter Israel but also to 
move around in Palestine and 
travel outside. Past agreements 
states that both sides will 
attempt to mainta i n foe normal 
movement of labour, but Israel 
has ignored tins. Israel is tints 
further destabilising a precari- 
ous situation. 

Israeli policies also reduce 
local economic options. 
Palestinian communities in foe 
West Bank, Gaza Strip, 
Jerusalem and Israel are isolat- 
ed from each other, making 
local investment and integrated 
economic development very 
difficult One alternative to 
local capital is investment by 


Diaspora Palestinians, but tins 
has been low due to the risk 
involved Israeli policies have 
continued to include land con- 
fiscation and border closures, 
so many of the rich 
Palestinians outside the coun- 
try are naturally hesitant to put 
their capital at the mercy of 
Israel 

Uatenniniiig the Palestinian 
economy with siege tactics 
thus has a major negative 
impact on business decision- 
makers. There is great interest 
to invest, but there is too much 
ambiguity in the situation for 
most. 

Have foe Wye accords 
changed this? Some people 
seem fo imagine so, and to lis- 
ten to various Western officials, 
you would think a new 
Generation Wye was about to 
focus on investment in 
Palestine. In particular. U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce 
William Daley has been a 
prime exponent of this view- 
point 

Secretary Daley, who has 
vowed to involve the U.S. busi- 
ness community in the peace 
process, recently said be “saw 
a new spirit of co-operation" in 
the Middle East confir mati on 
“that the Wye Agreement is 
working” and that “as peace 
takes hold, there will be trade 
and investment opportunities.” 
Secretary Daley compared foe 
si t u ati on to that in Northern 
Ireland and in parts of Africa, 
where peace gave economics a 
chance. 

As U.S. secretary of com- 
merce, Daley’s prime concern 
is rightly his country's private 
sector, and he says be is com- 
mitted to helping foe 

Palestinians involve the 

American business communi- 


ty in the peace process. Daley 
will return to the region soon 
with President Ginton, and he 
will be baric again next year 
with a bevy of US. business- 
people. Whether foe latter, hav- 
ing been taken to the waters of 
foe Pales tinian economy can 
be persuaded to drink by 
putting their money into busi- 
ness projects remans to be 
seen, in light of Israeli policy. 

Yet, even if such money 
comes in, it has to go into the 
right kind of investment The 
current building boom in parts 
of Palestine may look good to 
some observers, but it hides . 
deeper problems for the econ- 
omy. Palestinians are certainly^ 
buMog, but most of what is 
going up is housing for the 
more prosperous. Diaspora 
Palestinians are building many 
of them, but tins construction 
“boom” — like its counterpart 
m Amman in the nfid-9Qs — is 
misleading. The problem is 
that fancy houses alone do not 
make an economy. What 
Palestinians need is not invest- 
ment in more luxurious homes 
but in productive projects that 
will create exports. 

With respect to Secretary 
Daley — who is doing a good 
job both for his country and the 
Middle East — Generation 
Wye is probably going to take 
some time to put its money 
where the politicians’ and 
diplomats’ mouths are. Despite 
"Wye, the obstacles to longer- 
term investment haven’t 
changed Israel still controls 
tilings, and the constant tension 
created by such hegemony 
results in an environment that 
is discouraging investment 
Meanwhile foe aid rolls in, but 
by itself it will not accomplish 
much. 


Clarification 


To the editor: 


IN REFERENCE to the article “Alo! wins tender in Yemen” JT Dec. 
9 please note four major points to be clarified: 

1. We have only submitted the tender and are still waiting to be noti- 
fied by the Yemeni government whether or not we win foe tender. 

1 The agreement with Jordanian Co. is valid for 15 years, after 
which time it will be renewed upon renegotiating the terras of the 
agreement 

3, Alo! has benefited from foe experience of the Greek communica- 
tion firm OTE. 

4. The cost of each installed payphone is JD 1.200, not JD120 as 
reported 

Harried O. Khatib 
Asst Marketing Manager 


Amman 

Non-renewable means 
forever 

To the editor. 

RECENTLY, I read of what seems to be a celebration of Jordan’s pre- 
dicted receipt of a $730 million loan for the Disi-Amman Water 
Project (‘World Bank may guarantee $730 million in loans for water 
prcyect' JTDec- 7) As weall know, water in Jordan, in feet in tbe entire 
region is a major concern. However, stripping the irreplaceable 
aquifers is not the answer, paying to do so is even flatter off the mark. 


One major point which only received a minor mention in the article is 
that yes, tiris is a "non-renewable aquifer” and, yes, “farming in that 
area must stop." Non-renewable means that foe water extracted will not 
be replenished nor replaced , once water is removed it is gone forever 
Water wQl flow in me direction only — moving Jordan closer and 
closer to what could potentially be an all-out drought 
As far as I can see Jordan does not need to use its ever depleting 
water to irrigate massive lands in one erf foe driest, warmest areas of the 
country. Agriculture and farming are basic needs of any sustainable 
community. However, the method and scale to which it is bang prac- 
tised in Disi will only be detrimental in the long ran. The articles claims 
there are 4 privately owned commercial farms winch utilise 50 mean 
of Disi aquifer ‘free of charge. T visited these farms; they are of a mas- 
sive, arguably ludicrous, scale for the desot conditions in tins area. It 
saddens mem dunk only four are benefiting, especially in the midst of 
one of the most impoverished areas of the country. We are also export- 
ing this water. One cannot help but search fra - the rational behind this 
decision to export the me resource we boki dearer than any other. 

Perhaps , we should fast consider what the long term costs of tins 
projects will be, for truly, we ate not only responsible for foe present 
hit also the future. We must educate ourselves as to what ‘rxMMenew- 
able' means. We must research further into (he many similar projects 
initiated by the World Bank in the past, as many questions have been 
raised abort the approarires taken by this institution. We must realise 
that this project is being feuded by a loan, at a total cost of nearly $5 
billion. Development can be a great thin g far a country, but let us be 
wise about the paths we choose. Let us not be blind to what Bcs ahead 
. environmentally , economically and socially. 

I do not know where the answer lies, but pethaps ratkmig and re- 
using tbe lhfle we do have is better than rationing the NONE we have 
left in foe near future. 

NadaKhoori 
International Development Studies, 
University of Toronto, Canada 


View from 
Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Majdoubeh 

Madrasa (school) is some- 
what negative. It implies 
threshing or grinding. 

Jami'ah (univeraity) is bet- 
ter: I like foe notion implied 
in it of bringing students 
together, of acxxxnmodatrng 
a diverse group of people, 
and the notion that it attracts. 
The slightl y pejorative notion 
that it amasses indiscrimi- 
nately, we can live with, 
though it bothers us some- 
what 

The English term “head- 
master” or “schoolmaster” is 


almost 




Its counteq 
Mudeer . is 
mudeerises 


live term ihjeduc^^^rojg 
— Le. class managa^^e 
teacher as a 

The English .staf$d$. 
gogue and petted stiB 
in some (Ariesritid ^foti^ | 
are imacceptabte-fT ^^^ :. 
notations are ^ 

understand, of eouiseHafa 
is substance. 

Names and titles mayjjesfcc-. • 
ondaiy or even indet^Tt^ 


indicative of suhsfcfa$£&; 
content. As 
on improving 
content, why 

on surfaces, names amd^^^ 
Why not haveifc &q&^ j^ 
signify meanmgfii^^^^ 
not have reacty-m^fe,^^- 

able teems to pix^M^^^s 
Implied in this arfeje^ 6eraE 
even; is the caH oo all oF^^ 
think collectively of 


Palestine 
Israel 0 
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SHORTLY AFTER Israel’s 
prime. minis ter Benyamin 
Netanyahu took office he held a 
long meeting with the Israeli 
negotiating team which dealt with 
foe Pal estinians. After discussing 
a number of issues, the newly 
elected Israeli leader was asked 
alxwt what he intended to do with 
the newly built Gaza Airport. 
Netanyahu is reported to have 

replied ttePatesti^nswfflDever 
have an airport, and they can use 
the tarmac as a soccer field if they 
want to. 

This week, mere than two years 
..later, tile President, of jhe Ihrited, 
States,: Wpam JeffersonQiatoa 
- in, wifi Jandj-an ,tbe, recently: 
opened Gaza International 
Airport Whether he wfll arrive in 
Airforce One or in a US. Marine 
helicopter is immaterial. The 
aiival of the US. president in 
Gaza will send a powerful yet 
simple message: inasmuch as 
Israd needs peace and security, 
Palestinians need and deserve 
freedom and independence 

Overcoming the soccer field 
versus airport dilemma is only 
one of the problems that is facing 
the Pakstinian-Isradi peace 
process. A number of issues 
agreed upon in the Wye 
Memorandum are stiO unfulfilled. 
The Gaza- West Bank free pas- 
sage way, promised within 10 
days of the agreement has not 
been opened The Gaza port has 
disappeared in non-working com- 
mittees. The second and third 
phase of the 13% redeployment 
dtie shortly have been postponed 
indefinitely. Unilateral settlement 
activities has been encouraged by 
the foreign minister of Israel and 
foe botching up of foe prisoner 
issue has boomeranged in the face 
of the Israelis. 

At one time eariy in his admin- 
istration, Netanyahu said that he 
wanted to bring Palestinian expec- 
tations down. When the Wye 
Agreement was signed 
Palestinian officials boasted about 
succeeding in gaining the 
approval for the release of 750 
Palestinian prisoners. Since it was 
expected dot the released prison- 
ers would be from Yasser Arafat’s 
own Fateh movement and since 
there are only about one thousand 
detainees who belong to Fateh, it 
was safe to assume tint the major- 
ity of these prisoners would be 
released. Tbe present media savvy 
government made no attempt to 
correct the record when 
Palestinian officials proudly 
informed tbe public that the polit- 
ical prisoners would be released. 
The Netanyahu government 
which monitors the talk even of a 
Palestinian child on Palestine TV 
and the 'VWce of Palestine Radio 
said nothing about the prisoner 
issue. 

Having suffered from previous 
deceptions by foe Israelis who 
released prisoners with a few days 
prison term left, there was a Bea- 
une expectation that this time 
long saving prisoners would be 

released. At foe very least the hope 
was that the criteria set up in Oslo 
II would be honoured, namely tte 

release of oldet ailing, long-term 
2pri yoiwg prisoners. Certainty 
prisoners who had already spent 
" of their term expected that like 
afl prisoners around the world 


Jerusalem 
Life , 



• Daoud Kutt^gv 

they would be aMawedpaq ajS^ 

Not ooty were the exp ecayas ' 
of tbe prisoners and tbeir &isliK 
dashed, but there w as a-^rag 
that foe Netanyahu govOTtgr 
wanted to denigrate foem^fc 
miring up of the FLO priS gfe 
with common crimrnak|||l 
thieves was a blatant atteB^pL 
humiliating these proud figiijfis. 
by robbing them of their ^ 
sought freedom. Palesta#n- 
activitsr had joined the moyopfs* 
in the pursuit of the fibaatipptf 
occupied lands. Now the lefe 
wbo had sent than on mifitffy.- 
missions were negtriatihg^-Witb 
Israelis while they were rotting in 
jafl. Tbe peace agreements, which 
they support, were- sigDedfjytbe 
leadens of the Palestine 
Organisation. How can these 
dom fighters, wbo participated in 
the liberation sttuggfc reals 
sense of their continue! fafiBcoa- 
tion. It is exactly these prisoners, 
who were jailed before the peate . 
process began affii wbo have pub- 
licly supported it since,^ wbo.irt^ 
begem foe lunger strike. And if is 
their famili es and conHadeswho 
are suppor ting them fa foe 5tt$&- 

The visit by President .CKnoi 
to Palestine is certainly welcomed 
by Palestinians. Not ool yrip-^ 
have a rhnnm to see foetranen- 
dous damage caused byjw* 6 
than 30 yeans erf Israeli oopupar 
tion, he will see seme of tbeppa- 
five works of the last few years of 
Palestinian rale. A Palestinian 
University might grata bim nn 
honorary PhD. 

As he a tte mp ts to restetfoe 
peace process President 
must reiterate some of the fe^’ 
rules of soccer There must be^an 
even playing field. Evayade 
must respect the rules of foe. gS® 

and those who play too rough gS 

penalised, and even kkfed. 

WhiV some Israeli; nHitisteis 


scored an own goal by supp(*fipE 
the visit of Clinto n -.to 


scored in this game has been that 
of a penevering oU mat ^ 

kept Us cod and has ttjfid t° 
accomplish the gtj^.trfhisp®^ 

P ,e - . 

This Palestinian desire to fivein 


airee state aionEStoeBr** 

been marched by 

which still harbours expansfcKHSl 

goals. . • -y-n 

While tbe peace process is aw 
in its early stages, if I wae^ ® g*'® 
a score for the earty partof 
soccer match, the sccie WJUipbe 
Palestine 1 — .fof.pas^W*R 
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kfcfe 9; Freedom From, 
kton Arrest And Exftr 

kWe 10: Right ti) a Fair i 


Mde I]; Rifat * 0 he am- ■ 
drol innocent until 


F® 1 ® guilty 


^ reedum from 
in Family* 
Hasp and CniT^^pcndcnce 

Right m Fret* 
^unentinand out of the 

•Ufa 

Right to Asylum 
Jf*? Countries from 


to a 
and Freedom to 

17: Right to Proper- 


ASSESS" 

* ll ««io^ mraent and in 

4^ Right to Soda] 

*? rierir- 
^ join trade 


Kigbttn 


nstand 






and flaying cm asurse^Js* 1 ^ 
— - far its- 'doomed effiris ® 
change the rules of history- 
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50th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 

Out of the ashes of war, a vision of 
human dignity and rights 
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After 50 years, growing support for the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights is giving it new life. 

By Sara Bullard of the 
Ford Foundation 

THE HORRORS of World War II were still fresh 
in the minds of the United Nations delegates who 
met in Paris during December 194S. Heading the 
agenda was a declaration — three years in the 
making — that would define, for the first time in 
history, the rights and freedoms of all people. The 
document was the product of a global effort 
involving more than 50 governments, 8 divisions 
of the United Nations, and hundreds of non- 
governmental organisations. By the time it was 
presented to the U.N. General Assembly, it had 
been through 81 committee meetings and sur- 
vived 16S suggested amendments. It also with- 
stood the scrutiny of the chairwoman of the Com- 
mission of Human Rights, the former First Lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt, and her drafting committee 
representing eight countries (Australia, Chile, 
China, France, Lebanon, the United States, the 
Soviet Union, and the United Kingdom). 

At 3 o'clock in the morning on Dec. 10, the 
member countries of the Unired Narions finally 
adopted the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. It begins quite simply: “All human beings 
are bom free and equal in dignity and rights,” and 
goes on to list, in 30 articles, those rights. The 
first section describes civil and political rights: 
the second outlines economic, social, and cultur- 
al rights. 

At the time the declaration was adopted, the 
United States Library of Congress did not even 
have a human rights entry in its index. Since then. 



Eleanor Roosevelt with a poster of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 

1948 (file photo) 


thousands of organisations devoted to the protec- 
tion of individual and group rights have emerged 
worldwide. 


‘The Universal Declaration and the inviolable 
principles that it enshrines were the fruit of the 
tireless efforts and determination of men and 


women from all pans of the world." said Kofi 
Annan, secretary-general of the United Nations, 
at the opening of the 54th session of the Commis- 
sion on Human Rights last spring in Geneva. 
“Today those principles, which have become the 
yardstick for measuring the degree of progress of 
societies, are known and recognised by all the 
inhabitants of the globe.” 

Annan noted thaF “growing support for the dec- 
laration has given its message new life." and reaf- 
firmed its universality. 

Although the declaration was not intended to be 
legally binding, it has now become part of the 
customary law of nations — cited in court deci- 
sions, written into constitutions, used to guide 
foreign policy and trade decisions, and serving as 
the basis for treaties and international human 
rights conventions. It was also the foundation for 
two international agreements adopted by the U.N. 
in 1966 — the Covenant on Economic Social and 
Cultural Rights, and the Covenam on Civil and 
Political Rights. The United States signed the 
civil rights covenant but not the economic rights 
covenam. The Soviet Union did the opposite. 

When nations celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration in December, there will 
still be people dying of hunger and poor health: 
children will still be forced to work instead of 
receiving an education; people will be jailed, tor- 
tured, or killed because of their beliefs, or their 
ethnic origin: girls will be sold into prostitution; 
ethnic minorities will suffer discrimination and 
abuse, and many people will be jobless. The dec- 
laration has not created a world that guarantees 
human rights. But it has created a world where it 
is possible to believe in those rights, work for 
them, and hope for their realisation. 


The secretary general, Kofi 
Annan’s, anniversary message 


HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 1998 marks 
the Fiftieth anniversary of the Uni- ■ 
versa! Declaration -of Human Rights, ’• 
Today; we celebrate the half-penPury- 
of a United Nations milestone. We 
honour the highest of human aspira- 
tions and renew our promise to con- 
quer the worst of human cruelty. 

We pay tribute to the minds • of 
those who conceived of these human 
rights, and to the memory of those 
who died for them. And knowing the 
power of human wrong, we reaffirm 
our faith in human rights — that 
faith which ultimately will sustain 
humanity through its darkest hours 
and help us defend our human rights 
where they are most imperilled. 

Human Rights Day 1998 is a day 
for all of us who enjoy human rights 
to imagine life without them — and 
to think how hard we would fight for 


them to retain them. It is a day for 
those’ - who' are still denied . their 
'- human rights to dream again of 
- asswang-^hem, and -to know ihat 
their’ dream is our dream — the 
dream of all human rights for all. 

It is a day for us to recall not only 
the rights attained over the 50 years, 
but also the rights denied: to pursue 
the achievement of justice by all and 
for all; to defend against the abuse of 
human rights with greater vigilance 
than ever, and to pursue the violators 
of human rights with greater persis- 
tence than ever. It is the day to renew 
our commitment to globalising jus- 
tice in the age of globalisation. 

I began this anniversary year by 
reaffirming the universality of 
human rights, and by arguing that 
human rights are foreign to no cul- 
ture and native to all nations. From 


the streets of Asia to the towns of 
Aftica.io tlie..courts of Europe, this 
past year has been a year of protest 

and.;pragress.~- ^ , r . 

Rights have been asserted where 
regimes once ruled; justice has been 
delivered where impunity once 
reigned, and memory has been hon- 
oured where the powerful once 
enjoyed immunity. If only every year 
were to offer such hope, and prove to 
all that human rights cannot be 
denied where human beings live and 
breathe. 

But that is our challenge. To make 
it so. To make every day matter in 
the fight to broaden the horizons of 
human rights until that day when no 
man is tortured, no woman is abused 
and no child is denied his dignity — 
when all human beings enjoy their 
human rights. 


Can our rights be 
universal? 


• By Paul VaUely f 

• a 

’ "WE HOLD these truths to be self-evi- 
dent.” So said the founding fathers of the 
United States in their declaration of inde- 
pendence. Those were the days. In this age_ 


Sf that is true, rights are purely empirical 
and probably local ro each culture. So how 
— f in a post-modem world — can we jus- 
tify any claim thar is universal and objec- 
tive? Saying that the law ought to be 
linked with the moral codes of the com- 


of uncertainty, what is there left which is‘ ^founity is not much help: the Nazis had 
self-evident to us? This is thfc epoch of j significant support from the German 
post-modernism, when the quest for a uni- j> natiopal community for the killing of 


versa! narrative is over, and -each of us ' 
must fell a different story. Moire than that, 
our relativist consensus judges each of 
them to be of equal validity. Tolerance of, 
one another is as much as we-can hope for / 


Jew^, homosexuals and gypsies. 

In the end, said Dr. Elizabeth Val lance of 
thejfaterfaith Foundation’s committee, you 
cannot justify basic principles; you just 
choose them. I was unconvinced, for we 


Still waiting for a ray of hope 


But perhaps there is something more. 1 ,/cfon'f choose starting from a blank sheet. 
Earlier this week a group of scholars- from \* We iire bom into a culture: we learn its 
the three Abraham ic religions got together 1 motility: we inherit frameworks within 
to consider the Universal Declaration 6f which to exercise our reason. And, if our 
Human Rights, which celebrates its' 50th culture's old formula, which embedded 
anniversary next month. They werei con- yrights in law and responsibilities in reli- 
cerned to highlight the fact that in al) thre$ ^ gion, has broken down with the growth of 
traditions — Jewish; Christian and secularisation, where does that leave us? 

— there is a clear basis of support .for the Yet there was a challenge even to the 
declaration. In the process,’ a more inter- basis of this exchange. The Human Rights 




By Jan Black 

IT WAS WELL after midnight 
in the elegantly curved Palais 
de Chaillot in Paris, opposite 
the Eiffel Tower, when the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights was presented 
co the United Nations General 
Assembly half a cruel century 
ago this week. 

“A long job finished.” com- 
mented a satisfied Eleanor 
Roosevelt, chairwoman of the 
U.N. Human Rights Commis- 
sion and widow of the Ameri- 
can president who had led the 
penultimate stage of the 
bloodv triumph over fascism. 

December 10. 1948 marked 
an event of huge importance: 

three years after a world war of 
unparalleled savagery, the 
fledgling UK gave eloquent 
expression to the very loftiest 
of human aspirations. 

Trumpeting hope over expe- 
rience, the language echoed 
the American Declaration of 
Independence to affirm that 
‘aD human beings are bom 
fee and equal in dignity and 

rights. They are endowed with 

reason and conscience and 
should act towards one anoth- 
er in a spirit of brotherhood ■ 
No matter that support tor 

these ringing sentiments was 
far from unanimous: Sauch 
Arabia abstained; South 

Afeca, with its new system of 

apartheid objected So <hd *e 
Soviet Union, demanding the 

mraacy of national sovereign- 
oTandl^ collective over the 
individual rights it saw as the 
embodiment of bourgeois lib* 

^ifwas a moment of heady 


idealism in unpromising cir- 
cumstances: as Mrs. Roo- 
sevelt expressed the hope dial 
the declaration would be a 
‘Magna Carta of all mankind’, 
the world was digging the first 
trenches of the cold war. 

As this week's anniversary 
celebrations are held in the 
same curving, modernist edi- 
fice on the right bank of the 
Seine, the fate of Chile’s for- 
mer dictator. Augusto 
Pinochet, stands as a symbol 
of the declaration's lasting 
importance. 

Is there to be justice or 
impunity for crimes against 
humanity? How much do 
rights matter? What progress 
has been made in 50 years? 
Scan the globe for examples of 
genocide, repression, torture, 
war, rape, starvation and envi- 
ronmental degradation and the 
answer might well be a hollow 
laugh. 

But since 1948 human rights 
have entered the mainstream 
of international discourse. 
Even the harshest tyrant, from 
Baghdad to Pyongyang, uses 
the language of rights if only to 
distort Its universal meaning. 

Algeria, bleeding in a night- 
mare civil war. boasts a gov- 
ernment-backed human rights 
commission which catalogues 
the atrocities of Islamist ene- 
mies and ignores its own abus- 
es. Other regimes have done 
the same to deflect criticism 
rather than create real account- 
ability. 

Nowadays even the most 
recalcitrant are urged to 
respect human rights: the 
World Bank and the IMF are 
offering financial aid to 


faurma’s brutal military junta 
to coax it into dialogue with 
the opposition. 

Abuses in a changing Iran 
get insufficient attention. 
Saudi Arabia, bulwark of the 
West, remains a black hole. 
Arms sales continue apace. 

Yet the machinery' for pro- 
tecting human rights is there: 
by the time the bi-polar world 
ended in 1991. international 
conventions had set standards 
for civil and political rights 
and women’s and children's 
rights, and benchmarks defin- 
ing torture and racial discrimi- 
nation. 

Even in the foce ofJjorrors in 
Cambodia, Bosnia and Rwan- 
da, advances have been made. 
Kofi Annan is the most rights- 
conscious U.N. secretary-gen- 
eral e%er. His choice of Mary 
Robinson, the former Irish 
president, as U.N. high com- 
missioner for human rights 
was widely applauded. 

This year’s UK agreement 
establishing a permanent 
international criminal court to 
try a future Pinochet, Pol Pot 
or Saddam Hussein was a 
landmark for international 
humanitarian law. So was the 
campaign to ban anti-person- 
nel landmines, though both 
highlighted America’s inainc- 
tive opposition to any commit- 
ment thar could restrict its free- 
dom of action abroad. 

But human rights, as Clare 
Short, the International Devel- 
opment Secretary, has argued, 
need a broader definition if 
they are to be become univer- 
sally respected. In regions 
where millions live in abject 
poverty. Western concepts of 


civil and political rights can 
mean little if basic economic 
and social rights are not guar-, 
an teed 

This is difficult terrain: tor- 
ture is torture in any language, 
but in a globalised though still 
fragmented world advanced 
industrial societies cannot 
assume the primacy of their 
humanist values. 

So as diplomats and digni- 
taries gather again in the Paiais 
de Chaillot, governments 
should be reminded of the 
need for vigilance about their 
own human rights records, as 
well as others’ and of a yawn- 
ing gap between goals and 
achievements. 

France has already been 
accused of failing to invite 
Chinese dissidents or Tibetan 
activists to this weeks celebra- 
tions for fear of offending Bei- 
jing. In a world where abuses 
are a daily problem, not a 
philosophical abstraction, 
there can be no blind spots; 
Kenya should face censure 
after admitting that police tor- 
ture is common. Friends of 
Egypt cannot remain silent 
over the detention of the head 
of the country's Organisation 
for Human Rights apparently 
after receiving a British gov- 
ernment grant 

Back in 1948, Nelson Man- 
dela saw the Universal Decla- 
ration as “a sudden ray of hope 
al one of our daikest hours.” 
What the originators drafted 
was a blueprint for a better 
future. But the job was not fin- 
ished that December it is a 
weak stiU in progress. 

— The Guardian 


esting question arose. 

Are all self-evident truths merely state- 
ments of faith — or can they be arrive d at 
by reason? There were those , r like Ian 
Markham, a Christian professor pf “theol- 
ogy and public life,” who insisted that sec- 
ular human rights are rqerely religious 
statements in. . .disguise; The' American 
fathers went on to explain that their idea of 
what was self-evident was drawn from the 
belief that “all men... are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights." In 
the same way. Markham insisted, modem 
secularist statements are drawn from a cul- 
ture whose assumptions are inherently the- 
istic. Religion, as the Jewish scholar 
Edward Kessler told the seminar, is at the 
root of human rights. 

Hollow laughs all round, then, from 
those who suffered at the bands of the 
Inquisition or its modern-day equivalents: 
The Taleban. the zealots of Zionism or the 
Christians who murder doctors engaged in 
abortion. Those like Markham are unper- 
turbed. Yes. throughout history, people 
have violated human rights in the name of 
religion — but in doing so they betrayed 
the tradition they purported to uphold. 

The irony is that the secular West has 
made the language of rights central to its 
social discourse, while undermining any 
possible justification of such language, “if 
ultimately humans are nothing more than 
complex bundles of atoms emerging from 
a blind and irrational process and facing 
extinction when we die,” Markham told 
the meeting of the Interfaith Foundation, 
“then it is difficult to see how we can 
affirm the inherent dignity of people.” 

This is not a picture those in the tradition 
of John Locke, Thomas Paine or the 
French Revolution theorists would accept. 
Yet it was an Enlightenment thinker, Jere- 
my Bentham, who insisted there are- “no 
such things as natural rights, no such 
things as rights anterior to the establish- 
ment of government, no such things as nat- 
ural rights (as) opposed to legal (ones). 
Natural rights (are)... nonsense upon 
stilts.” 


Declaration is billed as “universal," said 
the Muslim academic Dr. Zaki Badawi; 
but the U.S. baseball championship is 
described as a World Series, though only 
Americans play in it. For many, “univer- 
sal” is just a cloak for the values of the 
affluent West. For the homeless or starv- 
ing, freedom of speech or assembly mean 
little. And. though the Muslim feminist Dr. 
Sula Taji-Farouki conceded that Muslim 
countries are among the worst abusers of 
human rights. Islam's ccmmunalism and 
strong sense of social responsibility could 
also be a check on the abuses that flow 
from individualism. 

It was wrong, said another Islamic schol- 
ar; that no Hindu. Muslim or Sikh was 
involved in drawing up the 1948 declara- 
tion. Yet if Muslims feel affronted by that, 
it does not automatically invalidate what 
the declaration says. After all, gravity isn’t 
Western just because it was Newton who 
discovered it. So why do Muslims 
embrace Western science so easily and yet 
not other aspects of modernity ? 

Modernity is a double-edged sword, said 
the academic Dr. lftikhar Malik. It boasts 
of tolerance, yet minorities were better tol- 
erated in Moorish Spain and the Ottoman 
Empire than in modem Europe. Modernity 
brought us the Holocaust, ethnic cleansing 
and a particularly brutish kind of national- 
ism. Amd are the Western signatories to the 
declaration any less hypocritical? Since 
signing, the French have killed 1.5 million 
Algerians, and the Americans countless 
Vietnamese. And yet modernity has 
brought us together, said Rabbi Jonathan 
Magonet, “but for modernity, we wouldn’t 
even be talking to each other." 

Religions, as Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, 
have a lot to learn from secular society'. 
But religions — which are collective by 
nature where the human rights declaration 
is individualistic — clearly have some- 
thing to say about the roots of secularism. 
The seminar ended, but the debate contin- 
ues. 

— ■’ The Independent 











Government unveils JD2,160 million 1999 

Bread prices to drop on eve of Ramadan as government lifts subsidy, industrial inputs tariffs up for reduction 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Wednesday 
unveiled the JD2,160 mil- 
lion 1999 draft budget law 
with an estimated deficit of 
7 per cent, or JD38S mil- 
lion. to be covered by for- 
eign and domestic loans. 

In his presentation to Par- 
liament, Finance Minister 
Michel Mano also 
announced the govern- 
ment's intention to reduce 
bread prices and remove 
the quarterly cash subsidies 
programme for the under- 
privileged. but apply an 
exemption for families who 
benefit from the National 
Aid Fund. 

Marto, a former deputy 
governor of the Central 
Bank of Jordan, told law- 
makers that the draft bud- 
get includes the lifting of 
customs on industrial 
inputs in return for the 
increase in the value added 
tax. 

According to figures 
released by the minister, 
the Kingdom's total rev- 
enues are expected to 
amount to JD 1.925 million, 
of which domestic rev- 
enues are estimated to 
reach JD 1.725 million 
(JD932 million as tax rev- 
enues and JD793 million as 
non-tax revenues). 

The draft budget indicat- 
ed that foreign loans and 
grants expecred next year 
will total JD200 million, 
Mano told MPs. 

The minister said current 
expenditure in 1999 is esti- 
mated to be JD1,683 mil- 
lion. of which JD950 mil- 
lion will be allocated as 


salaries and pensions to the 
military and civil servants 
and JD307 milli on as inter- 
est on local and foreign 
loans. 

Marto noted that 15 per 
cent of the current expendi- 
ture will be considered as 
pensions for retired gov- 
ernment employees. 

He added that capital 
expenditure in the draft law 
will amount to JD477 mil- 
lion. Among the major pro- 
jects that will benefit from 
this amount are three dams 
that will be built in the 
south, the King Abdullah 
Hospital and the Social 
Safety Net programme. 

The minister said that if 
foreign and local loans and 
grants are taken in to con- 
sideration, the actual 
deficit will come to 3.4 per 
cent, or JD188 million. 

Marto said that while the 
1999 economic growth rate 
is expected to reach 3 per 
cent, inflation is expected 
to exceed 4 per cent 

He added that exports 
and imports are expected to 
increase by 4 per cent in 
the same period, while the 
expected deficit in the cur- 
rent account of the balance 
of payments is 1.5 per cent 
of the GDP. 

The mini ster said the debt 
service rate will decline to 
20 per cent of the King- 
dom's total exports and 
imports in 1999. 

He said that in addition to 
the exemption of the indus- 
trial inputs, the government 
will reduce the ceiling of 
the customs tariffs from 40 
per cent to 35 per cent as 
part of its gradual liberali- 
sation of foreign trade. 

“To compensate the pub- 


lic treasury losses by these 
reductions we should raise 
the value added tax on 
sales... and reconsider the 
exemptions given to some 
goods and services.” the 
minister told the Lower 
House. 

Marto said the reduction 
of bread prices will become 
effective at the beginning 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, which is expect- 
ed to start on December 19 
or 20. 

He said the reduction will 
amount to 50 fils for the 
first grade bread, that is 
150 fils down from 200 fils 
per Kg, and 40 fils for the 
second grade bread (local). 
140 fils down from 180 fils 
per Kg. 

He added that the reduc- 
tion. which will be valid 
for one year, will cost the 
government JD15 million 
according to the current 
prices of wheat in the inter- 
national marfceL 

Marto warned that any 
inclination to increase pub- 
lic spending will com- 
pound the financial diffi- 
culties of the government. 

Such a policy “will lead 
to a financial deficit that 
cannot be covered and a 
public debt that cannot be 
redeemed and to unbear- 
able taxes,” Marto warned 
the Parliament 

The minister indicated 
that foreign debt has 
increased from JD6.533 
million in 1997 to JD6,S7fi 
million in 1998 due to the 
increase in foreign curren- 
cy rates against the U.S. 
dollar, which amounted to 
$300 million, and the capi- 
talisation of interests. 

Marto said that domestic 


debt increased by 17.6 per 
cent of the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) in 199S, up 
to JD923.5 million by the 
end of November, com- 
pared to JD821.4 million in 
1997. 

The minister said the 
increase in the public debt 
stemmed from the rise in 
the 1998 deficit. 

Marto said foreign 

reserves at the CBJ 
amounted to $1,210 milli on 
by the end of November, 
enough, he said, to cover 
the Kingdom’s imports for 
four months, compared to 


$1.6 billion at the begin- 
ning of 1998. 

The minister said the 
decrease in foreign reserves 
was attributable to pres- 
sures the Kingdom faced in 
last July, when news of His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
health was being reported 
in the media. 

He said that as a result, 
the CBJ adjusted interest 
rates on savings in the 
dinar. 

Mano said credits extend- 
ed to the private sector 
increased by 7 per cenr this 
year, compared to 5 per 
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cent in 1997. 

He said that the balance 
of payments is expecred to 
incur' a deficit of 2.6 per 
cent of the GDP this year, 
compared to a surplus of 
3.9 per cent of GDP last 
year. 

The mini ster said that the 
cost of living index in the 
past II months rose by 5 
per cent compared to 3 per 
cent for the same period in 
1997. 

He said the slow pace of 
Jordan’s economic growth 
in the past three years has 
affected the performance of 
the public finance system. 

Marto said 1998 figures 
showed that local revenues 
this year declined by 11.3 
per cent, with an increase of 
the public expenditure of 
JD133 million, or 3.6 fl per 
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cent, resulting in a deficit of 
9.6 per cent of the GDP. or 
JD502 million. 

The minister said the 
deficit this year will decline 
to 5.5 per cent as a result of 
the JD212 million in for- 
eign grants and loans, 
which will bring the deficit 
to JD290 million. 

Mano described 1998 as 
a “difficult year," a result, 
he said, of the decline in 
domestic revenues and a 
consequent weakening of 
the private sector's ability 
to pay taxes and public cor- 
porations* ability to repay 
their debts to the govern- 
ment. 

The minister indicated 
that regional and interna- 
tional developments, name- 
ly a retreat in international 
economic performance, the 
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Indonesia has no intention 
of quitting OPEC: minister 
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JAKAKX4 (AFP) — Indonesia 
has no intention at all of quitting the 
Organisation of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries tOPEQ, Oil Minis- 
ter Kuntoro Mangkusubrato said 
Wednesday. 

“We have no intention of leaving 
OPEC. It never crossed our minds.” 
Kuntoro told journalists on the 
sidelines of an energy conference. 

On Tuesday the state Antara 
news agency quoted a member of 
the board of commissioners of the 
state oil company Pertamina as 
saying the government was think- 
ing of quitting OPEC since it could 
no longer control plunging oil 
prices. 

"After we have considered it, it is 
possible that we may quit OPEC," 
said Rachmat Sudibyo. 

Reports Wednesday said that 


Pertamina, battling to cope with- band- and makes production 
tumbling crude oil prices; will mge uneconomic. Gatot said. 


contractors to tamp high-cost oil 
wells. 

“No oilfields will be dosed but 
contractors will be asked to tem- 
porarily dose some high-cost wells 
in their fields as part of an efficien- 
cy drive,” tbe Jakarta Post quoted 
Gatot Wiroyudo as saying. 

Wiroyudo, who beads Pe nami - 
na s oil and gas contractors’ divi- 
sion. declined to speculate how 
many wells might be shut down. 

The price of Indonesia’s bench- 
mark Minas light erode has tum- 
bled to 59.60 a barrel from around 
S I ZS0 only a month ago. 

While the average cost of recov- 
ery in Indonesia runs at between 
525 and 53.0 a barrel, extraction in 
some remote areas runs up to S7 a 


Kuntoro. speaking at tbe semi- 
nar, urged the industry to tighten its 
belt “We need to find ways to raise 
our efficiency and reduce costs," he 
said. 

Gulf Arab leaders meeting in 
Abu Dhabi indicated Tuesday they 
wffl call on OFEC members tu 
respect their quotas in a bid to shore 
up prices. 

On Monday, UAE Information 
Minister Abdallah Ibn Zayed Al 
Nayahan axused “certain coun- 
tries in the cartel that are not GCC 
(Gulf Cooperation Council) mem- 
bers of failing to respect their com- 
mitments” to cut output. 

Indonesia's output quota is 1.28 
million barrels daily. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited 


2B Legendary tale 

29 Bass speaker 

33 French Mend 

36 Rightless fowl 

39 Veil material 

40 Politically 
moderate 

44 Hold In 
reverence 

45 Weather grp. 

46 Annapolis grad. 

47 Stored fodder 

49 Patella location 

52 Reversing a 
stand 

53 Play part 

SI Clair de 

62 Ruhbemecker 

63 Repeat 
precisely 

65 Comic Johnson 

07 Daddy 

68 Impels 

69 Blood formation 

70 Wild guess 

71 Dwelling 

72 Berry and Olin 

73 Marine 
shockers 

DOWN 

1 Incandescent 

2 MaBqously 
derogatory 

3 Black-and- 
whiteanimal 

4 Candies 

5 Female 
apprentice 
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No, 1 didn't redecorate the kitchen. 
I just rearranged the clutter."- - 


By Alan Olschwang 
Huntington Beach, CA 

6 Jug handle 

7 Employees 

8 Choir voice 

9 Reference 
citation 

10 Sitter's creation 

11 Martial _ 

12 Bow-stem 
connection 

13 Whirlpool 
21 _ Na Na 
23 Horizontal 

lineup 

28 Old-time actor 
Novarro 

27 de. France 

30 Moving ice 

31 Flair « 

32 Cincinnati nine * 

33 Amo, , a mat 

34 South of 

France 4 

35 Golden calf, 

e.g. 4 

37 Alien craft 

abbr. 5 

38 Tent peg 5 

41 Dull and worn 

42 Attorneys’ 5 

jargon 5 
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Unscramble ihese four Jumbles 
one letter to each square, to 
form four ordinary words. 


LOVEH 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORDGAHE 
by Henri Arnold ana Mika ArgM* 0 

FWo can smell .. 
a good story D 


CT ^ t n^. Sa ^ lne 


'Mutt’n’Jeff 


tCUMsimra Mat shvicr. inc 

Al nghs 


43 Telephone 
parts 

48 Old French 
coin 

50 Devour 

51 Pass by (in 
time) 

53 Specific talent 

54 Hostess Mesta 


55 Raging 

56 Himalayan 
kingdom 

57 Clutches 

58 Blue-green 

59 Rein in 

60 Take-out words 
64 Tycoon Turner 
66 2.000 pounds 
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horoscope 


FORECAST FOR DECEMBER, THURSDAY 10. toos 


U By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ABIE& (March 21 lo April 19) You'd haw husUc again lodav. and pay aucv 
t^te^KofiMGSCOukjdiange qtuckJy. Soimahing you planned to go one 
v ^ccnid'^^“ a *^ rOTt ^ rea ^ li” you'w on of the siu^ on. There 

wn'tbea pubtan. If you're off playing, however, more damaee muld be done 
itaaywi vrant to ttm* atm. Be forewarned, and te prepared.' 

(April 20 io May 20) You ve been having compUcabonh concerning 
□Bay you diarewi* someone dse. h cnuJd be the KHfcehoU kcou u. Yt.w 

qBdrtC3(*ffc^l(^crmwsmwfeT^hean.Thingsw^bemiJCheas- 

ernorfr mat few weeks (hen rhey’w been for the lay feu- wedik Meanwhile, 
.TjTinay foaxc io do a bit of juggling. 

(£NtiNfc (May 21 to June 21) You've probably noticed son* confrujon in 
yoaridartcodaps, and maybe hun feelings ora misundersaanding. Those will 
dssrupin the noafew days. You may nix have much tint fortfccisskn today 
anyway. Something you thought was headed one way wfll go another way 
resad Allow a Bate eojurim? for whatoeryoti have m mirxi 
CANCER: (June 22 (o July 21) You're pushing yourcetf to ay somahing diffi- 
cult It looks like you'll paid well for your efforts, too. which makes the^hote 
paces more fim There j» more good flow: Mercury is going direur toiiy. TTuu 
marts a kx of jxriWems will sort to clear up all by themselves. Lai'r ii wonder- 
fijlwhailhaih^pens? 

LEO flirty 22 id August 21) Mercury is going duoa today. For you. it's affect- 
ing ycur roman* and rcbtiansKps with children. If you've been noticing dis- 
agreements in that area for the last couple weeks, you cun blaire it on retrograde 
Motury. Thai’s aperies scapegoat ha only too point. There does am- a dme 
who! the messes have to be cleaned up, and that tin* is now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Mercury, your ruling planet, hav been 
/errgrak fur weeks. Tim's like having your ankles tied ivgalvr. it's hmJ to get 
aoywtee quiddy. Now, Moony is going direct All the pluming and hoping 
aid sweating you've been doing lately is going to pay off. All .if.-i antffan you'll 
bow what you need to da The rest wiDbeuasy. 

UBRA: [September 23 to October 22) Somebody's looking over your shoul- 
da ffl riasi n g yarr evay move. Well, try to stifle that comment if you can. 
Wre way good at teaming right now. and you can affcad to hr generous with 
your arention. Yes. ycu can even affotd to learn something from a person you 
AhYBk.' Sudh folks are the ones who often wadi u> the mosL 
SCORPIO: l October 23 to November 2 1 ) Mercury has heen retrt^rade in veur 
second hose of mooey, batching things up. It's been helping you make mistakes 
n your math, causing you (o think you toe mare than you do. making checks 
get lost in the mail etc. Mercury finally gees direct today — what a relief] This 
wffl hdp you dream up more ways to make money. 

SAGl iTARItJS: tNcAonber 22 to December 21 1 People have been thinking 
&aycn Indy because you've been looking so good The terrier to conmm- 
oiatioo you've been struggling with is starting to dissolve. You'll te able to 
<pe£ your mind clearly and more authentically than ever. Share your insights 
again today, and you coukl instigate a transfematioa You can see wfiar's been 
trasang, and you’re tight. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 30) You had some son of foreboding 
ijca'apngect you're tuning inta You weren't quite are how to go aboa it, but 
do’s starting id fade. Now you're: realising that it doesn't nraner if you have 
MfyAmg plamed out exaedy. AD you need is a rough plan and a sound grasp 
afyar basic objective. Now its time to tike action. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2 1 to Fehnray ] 9 j It' you focus on details lodiy. yju can 
finjthe mcnev you need. You’re rwt sure just bow lo go about it. You've tried 
aayirtngyou knew about hut this looks like samabing'yoa didn't knowahxrt 
Hew wiD you figure out where it is? That’s easy. Just look someplace you've 
kw looted before! 

J l ISC£Sr (THvtraiy 20 to Mardt 20) An itka thatkxduobviots to )uu could 
btnwwsivable to soradrody else. That’s bad for you to ima^ne. You tend to 
Sink aher people know: it afi-WSL Pisces is the sign of genius, so the odds are 
{BBygoodtbatfoey don't, and ouda There are other things they can offer; btw- 
ryg^Pam wcikJsiE qm iEd. ...- _ .. — ; 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1998 

By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services. . inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19>The better you fed about yoursdf, foe 
more- apt you are io do something that wiD benefit not only yoursdf. tut 
otesas wdL In fact (he surest way to enrich yourself is to coocentraie 
tn doing something that directly benefits other people. What goes around 
comes sound, remember?. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20 lit should be easy for you to learn for ihe 
naafew weeks, and travel should be more fun. too. Their may still be a 
few hassles this morning. You’ll lave to nm a few errands before yew can 
See win a prefect you're anxious to begin. Minimise ihe mcOTvenieooe 
by calling ahead before you drive aD over town. 

G^flNL* (May 21 a? June 21 ) You could g& ibe money .you've been 
wtxjng.buiri won't be a gift. It’s more Hkc financing fer a big item, such 
*s a car or bouse. Have you been thinking along, those luvs? Will, think 
mere seriously, because condnions are moving in that direction. The 
first part of foe year wiD be good for you financially, especially if 
yxivedooe the homeworic. 

CANCER: (June 22 io July 21.) Your famfly may be missing .ww if you've 
beenawav 1 recertly. Let them know they’re still nunfoer one in yew heart by 
tossing caw them outrageously today, even if you can’t be with foon. Do that 
by caffirg, Jeavipg notes and bringing home a treat tonight. Over the week- 
rad, spoil foan roaai They love it when you do that. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) There's more wot k coming in. and it's OK 
. sjfcyDD. Others may be experiencing the pressure more intensely, how- 
■ **6£ So make sure you do your best to keep things on an even keel. If 
you bring in doughnuts on a regular basis, don’t forget that now. What- 
woks to keep things stable and familiar today wiD be greatly appre~ 


sated. - 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) How can you take S10 and 
areteh it into S10 without one of those reaDv neat rtJtowccpy madwres. 
fcu’te gong to shop wisely. You're good M foal, and you ve got a finend 
who likes to do iL too. If you can't get together with this person fora 
stepping excursion, ai least you can talk on the phone. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) You are even mere charming, 
Btxtive and loveable than usual and a little more assertive, toft You re 
ROtgring go just staid back and be admiral by the throng. ')°u 
0 speak up and let them know that you are irttelligeru as weu as good 

looking. Might as well. Same price. . .. 

5CC«P10: (October 24 to November 21 j Go through your Me black book 
«d lock up a few people you haven’t talked to in years. This ik 
kffl than writing leCErs. You're more of" a nonverbal aimntunicaior. - 

»i could raninunicaie efibcti«ty over the telephone. AD you have to do is 
naice the call, then feien. Your friend will all foe calking. 
SAGTITARaiS: (Novtnfoer 22 to December 2 1) Meet with 
^ actioD on a pngat you can do together. You nr n ^ pret ^J^ . 

^ but you’re not goii^ to be able io do to ow _ 

far sate fa fiw, it might be wo for all of you to At Vka s Ok. J ust^ get 

^peofdeonvDurteam. , . , 

^PRICORN: (Deceiriber 22 io January lP) Yixi know haw torereh 

°^»and to gwe kwe. but durii^ foe next few wee ^ J ^ . w uj, 

Sy axsaog fiom j<jve. and looking at foe w'hole werid There's 

ftp seem a little uncomfonable at first bwyexi 11 S** ^ ^ 

mw ten a amenne built on tov t3 nd>™«^ 

=«m Off adv Bdpy. ^ on 9* your 
wta V fir 4. if you can mate te 

^ or t»k don't forget to call a distant fr ^^S rfyourg0 od 

®dryancw it looks like foaiocher pasm could ukhI« 1 y 

(Bfeuary 19nM»h 

^Soi^.to bean exotetf weekend You should 

®*^ney you hare and bow much you can ^ come 

^faww bow much you need to make. » pay 


Birth Stone of December. Tunp*"* 


— Zircon 


GCC states extend oil cuts for an extra six months 

‘The age of abundance is over and will not return,’ warns Saudi Arabia 

Gulf Arab oil improve," and the leaders urged OPEC Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the Abdel Aziz, meanwhile, urged foe Turning to 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf Arab oil 
producers decided Wednesday to per- 
sist with output cuts for an extra six 
months, until foe end of 1999, and 
called on other producers to follow 
suit. 

The move will maintain some 1.2S5 
million barrels per day (bpd) off total 
Gulf Arab production levels, of which 
more than half wiU come from OPEC 
heavyweight Saudi Arabia. 

The Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) leaders, at the end of a three- 
day summit, also urged Iraq to respect 
ail U.N. resolutions and blamed (be 
Baghdad government for the suffering 
of its people under sanctions. 

The Gulf states “pledge to extend for 
an extra six months, until the end of 
1999, their reductions in production," 
rather than June as agreed by OPEC 
earlier this year, the GCC said in a final 
statement 

The Gulf states are “anxious to see 
foe market stabilise and prices 


improve," and the leaders urged OPEC 
and non-OPEC producers to “take 
similar measures to ensure the stabili- 
ty of the oil market-" 

But foe leaders foiled to agree any 
new production cuts. Both Kuwait and 
Algeria, which assumed the OPEC 
presidency in November have called 
for further cuts of 1.5 million bpd. 

“If other countries respect their com- 
mitments to reduce output, the GCC 
will be ready to take adequate measure 
with other producer countries to 
restore stability to the rest of the mar- 
ket." the statement added. 

The statement followed a meeting of 
oil ministers from Kuwait, Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab Emirates 
Tuesday on the sidelines of the Abu 
Dhabi summit. 

Between them the GCC states con- 
trol 45 per cent of the world’s proven 
crude reserves and 20 per cent of glob- 
al oil production. 

OPEC — of which GCC states 


Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and foe 
UAE are members — has shaved 2.6 
million bpd from its total production, 
although compliance has been patchy. 

Non-OPEC Oman and other pro- 
ducers outside the cartel agreed on 
total cuts of 500.000 bpd. Bahrain, 
which does not export any crude, did 
not join the cuts. 

During OPEC’s November meeting 
in Vienna, oil ministers failed to take 
new measures to combat plunging 
crude prices, postponing a decision 
until their next meeting in March. 

Saudi Arabia, foe world's largest oil 
producer, has been unwilling to agree 
on new cuts until existing reductions 
arc fully complied with. 

On Tuesday, the International Ener- 
gy Agency said OPEC members had 
only complied with about 81 per cent 
of pledged cuts in November. The 
UAE has accused non-GCC producers 
of overproducing. 

Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 


Abdel Aziz, meanwhile, urged foe 
Gulf leaders not to “sit with our arms 
crossed while our main sources of rev- 
enues are violently rocked.” 

“The age of abundance is over and 
will not return. We must all get used to 
a new lifestyle that does not rely 
entirely on the state. It needs the pri- 
vate sector to assume part of the bur- 
den," he said. 

On the political front, foe six monar- 
chies “underlined the necessity for 
Iraq to respect, without conditions, all 
the Security Council resolutions." 

They singled out U 24. resolutions to 
eliminate Iraqi weapons of mass 
destruction and foe release of Kuwaiti 
prisoners, while accusing Baghdad of 
provoking crises over arms inspec- 
tions. 

Implementation of foe resolutions 
“will lead to an easing of foe sufferings 
of foe Iraqi people, for which the Iraqi 
government is entirely responsible," 
foe leaders said. 


Turning to Iran. Gulf Arab leaders 
urged Tehran to withdraw from three 
strategic islands also claimed by foe 
UAE 

“The GCC calls on Iran to halt its 
occupation of foe islands of Abu 
Mussa, and the Greater and Lesser 
Tunbs, and its policy of foil accompli," 
foe leaders said. 

They called on Iran to respond 
favourably to the numerous appeals 
from the UAE to find a peaceful solu- 
tion to foe dispute. 

The Gulf leaders welcomed foe 
Israeli-PaJesrinian Wye River peace 
accord signed on OcL 23 and called on 
Israel to fully apply foe agreement 
without delay. 

Bui “the GCC affirms that peace 
will not be achieved without the recov- 
ery by the Palestinians of their legiti- 
mate rights, starting with the establish- 
ment of an independent state with 
Jerusalem as its capitaL" 


Japan in for more gloom, but worries ease slightly 


TOKYO (Ri — The Japan- 
ese economy is likely to get 
another dose of gloom next 
week, when the Bank of 
Japan (BOJ) releases its 
“tankan” survey, but it may 
show that sentiment among 
businesses, at least, may be 
close to hitting bottom. 

All but one of 17 private 
economists and institutions 
surveyed by Reuters pre- 
dicted the quarterly tankan 
would show sentiment at 
major manufacturers and 
non-manufacturers worsen- 
ing from the previous sur- 
vey in September and fail- 
ing to achieve levels fore- 
cast then. 

But compared with a 
sharp deterioration in senti- 
ment seen between the June 
and September surveys, 
most economists expect a 
limited worsening in 


December. 

“The pace of the fall will 
slow," said Yoshito Sakak- 
ibara, a senior economist al 
Goldman Sachs. 

The Reuters poll produced 
an average diffusion index 
reading of minus 56 for 
major manufacturers, with a 
ranee of minus 50 to minus 
66 ." 

The diffusion index mea- 
sures the percentage of com- 
panies reporting Favorable 
business conditions minus 
those reporting unfavorable 
conditions. A negative read- 
ing meaning pessimistic 
firms outnumber optimistic 
ones. 

The results of the latest 
poll are lower than the Sep- 
tember tankan result of 
minus 51, and are also 
below the minus 46 that the 
companies forecast in Sep- 


tember for December. But 
the fall is less sharp than the 
tumble in September from 
June's minus 3S. The econo- 
mists predicted on average 
the diffusion index for 
major non-manufacturers 
would be minus 39, with a 
range of minus 34 to minus 
45. In the September 
tankan, non- manufacturers 
registered minus 36 and 
were forecast to be at minus 
31 for December. The June 
result was minus 28. 

The BOJ will release the 
results of the December 
tankan on December 14 at 
8:50 am (2350 GMT 
December 13). 

Economists said the effect 
of the government's eco- 
nomic package announced 
in April and hopes for its lat- 
est package adopted in 
November may have kept 


sentiment from worsening. 

'The effect of the April 
package has emerged and is 
limiting the degree of the 
worsening," said Mamoru 
Yamazaki, a senior econo- 
mist with Paribas Capital 
Markets. 

Akiyoshi Takumori, a 
chief economist at Sakura 
Securities, and the only 
economist expecting an 
improvement for major 
manufacturers in December, 
said some business leaders 
have recently expressed 
optimism about the econo- 
my, adding: “The tankan 
may reflect views that the 
economy has bottomed out.” 
But economists said the 
economy was still far from a 
recovery, and that it was 
merely worsening more 
slowly. 

“You still can't judge it as 


improving. Its direction has 
not changed," said Gold- 
man's Sakakibara. 

Economists expect major 
firms, both manufacturers 
and non-manufacturers, to 
cut planned capital spending 
for the current business year 
to next March. Many see 
major firms' capital spend- 
ing dropping by around four 
percent, down from the 2.3 
per cent fall forecast in the 
September tankan. 

Some economists also 
said the yen's recent appre- 
ciation may have depressed 
sentiment among exporters. 

“The yen has risen about 
10 per cent from September 
and there are dark clouds 
hanging over the outlook 
among exporters," said 
Tomoko Fujii. an economist 
at Salomon Smith Barney. 

Others remained skeptical 


about the effect of the gov- 
ernment's economic pack- 
age. “Public works spending 
alone usually has minimal 
impact on business confi- 
dence,” said Andrew Ship- 
ley. an economist with 
Schroders. 

Economists said that 
while the focus will be on 
the BOJ's policy board 
meeting on December 15, 
the day after the tankan. the 
survey’s results are unlikely 
to force the BOJ to change 
the discount rate, currently 
at a record low 0.5 per cent. 

They said the central bank 
would like to save the option 
of a rate cut to brace itself 
against possible turmoil in 
overseas economies, espe- 
cially a downturn in the 
United States resulting from 
problems in Latin American 
economies. 


For the first time since 
Rosenthal opened in Amman... 

50 % off 

all Rosenthal Products 

[vases, dinner sees and much more] 

& 

30 % off © 

Versace Products 

This offer lasts throughout the month of December 
United Trading for Porcelain & An 

Tel: 46*18 lb /464 1 1 17 /46423 l J7 



ANNOUNCING 

the Complete Menu at the Bayerischer Hof... 

INTRODUCING A VARIETY OF MEAT, CHICKEN, LAMB, FISH, 
FORK. SAUSAGES .AND VEGETARIAN DISHES. 



HAVE YOU TASTED PAUL ANER YET? 

We are the only restaurant that serves it in town. 

lunch: 12:30p.m. - 3:0o p. 111 . 

DINNER: 6:30p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 

German cuttee. cakes and stollcn served all day 

Sweilieh - .Al Hamra Srreet Tel: 5819730 / 581081 1 


or dan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace ^ 


DAJANI JEWELLERS A Stress - free Christmas 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609^ 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 how service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo Size 
30% larger, i . . 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm . . 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 





Quality Serviced Suites 
*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes ADarty & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 567455 1 

e-mail : crystal® go. corn. jo 



At Am ra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


iVERTISE 
THIS 
ON CALL 


! Call Us Now 
15510427, 8,9 



TO ADV! 

SEC 

5684311-5699634 EXT. 42 


V 



SflNRBEL 

Real Estate 

S WEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 5864230 -5865167[ 
Mobile: 079/537588 


jLm<xJox 

Hotel 



5667171 EXT. 223 

•Sr 

ca , 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001. 


Fax: 5693337 


Shehrazad Restaurant 


Over Amman by Night 
at the Amra Roof Top Restaurant. 
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Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, December 1 


Asian Games 


Jordan wins silver, bronze medals 

Asian Handball Federation accepts Kingdom’s complaint 


By Aleen Bannayan 
in Amman and Jordan 
sports media reporters 
in Bangkok 

JORDAN’S TAEKWON- 
DO team Wednesday won 
two medals when Ala' a 
Kutkut won silver and 
Mohammad Faraijeh added 
a bronze on the third day of 
competition at the 13th 
Asian Games currently 
under way in Bangkok. 

Kutkut dedicated the 
medal to His Majesty King 
Hussein, Crown Prince 
Hass an, and all Jordanians 
expressing pride in seeing 
the Kingdom's flag raised at 
the Games where 41 Asian 
nations are competing in the 
century's last sporting 
event. 

Kutkut won the 63-67- 
kilogramme category when 
she Tost 3-0 to World cham- 
pion Cho Hiang Mi of 
Korea who took the gold. 

Faraijeh settled for bronze 
in the 73-78 kilogramme 
category' after beating 
Kuwait's Imad Ahmad but 
later lost to Korea's Ryu 
Keun-Moo5-l. 

The two medals brought 
to three the total number of 
medals Jordan won so far 
after Hussein Tahleh, a gold 
medallist at the Pan-Arab 
Games, took the silver 
medal in taekwondo on the 
first day of competition. 

Ahlam Bino, a Pan -Arab 
Gomes bronze medallist, 
lost her match after many 
similar controversial calls 
which have plagued the 
taekwondo event 
The Kingdom’s coach 
Chen expressed happiness 
at the level of Jordanian 
players stressing that Bino’s 
loss was a result of substan- 
dard referring. 

The taekwondo event 
concludes today with 
Ibrahim Aqil. who won the 
gold at the recently con- 
cluded World Military 


Games in Houston, Texas, 
competing. 

Mohammad Abul Ruz, 
and Nancy Hindi, both sil- 
ver medallists at the last 
Pan-Arab Gaines in Beirut 
also compete today. 

In boxing: Basel Hindawi 
lost his bout against an 
Indian opponent after the 
referee stopped the match 
when Hindawi received 
several punches to the face. 

Hindawi. bronze medal- 
list at the Pan-Arab Games, 
was favoured to win medals 
as Jordan’s boxers are com- 
peting alongside 180 ath- 
letes from 31 nations in the 
event where the Kingdom 
pins high hopes on 
Mohammad Abu Khadljeh, 
who won three gold medals 
at the 8th Pan-Arab Games, 
the West Asian Games in 
Tehran and Jordan’s only 
gold at the 18 th Arab 
Boxing Championships 
which concluded in Tunisia 
recently. 

Pan-Arab Games gold 
medal winner Ayman Nadi, 
won his opening bout 
against a Palestinian oppo- 
nent and will next face a 
Thai player for the bronze 
medal. 

In judo: Mousa Khalaf. a 
silver medallist at the Pan 
Arab Games, lost to a 
Korean opponent, before 
beating a Chinese player. 
He was, however, eliminat- 
ed after losing a Indian 
opponent. 

His coach Abdul Fattah A1 
Qaisi. however, said Jordan 
had benefited from its first 
participation on the Asian 
level. “What we have learnt 
here will bear fruit at the 
Amman Pan-Arab Games," 
he added. 

In squash: The country’s 
top player Mohammad 
Saeed beat Kuwait's Adel 
Sbeiti. He will next have a 
rough match against one of 
Pakistan's top players — 
Zarak Khan. 


Jordan’s Khawaldeh tests 
positive, expelled from Games 

By a Staff Reporter 

JORDAN'S TOP weightlifter, Ayed Khawaldeh. who was favoured to secure medals for 
the Kingdom, was revealed late Wednesday as the first drugs cheat of the 13th Asian 
Games currently under way in Bangkok. 

Khawaldeh was immediately disqualified and expelled from the Games village by the 
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) which held an emergency meeting to discuss the case 

Wednesday night. ...... 

AFP reported that Khawaldeh, 25, who finished seventh among fifteen participants m toe 
56-kilogramme class, was found to have taken toe diuretic Triamderene. 

Khawaldeh, set a new Arab record and had expressed hope to win gold at the Pan-Arab 

Games. . . i 

He was caught in a random test after the event, which was won by Lan Shizang of China. j 
i Khawaldeh said his Chinese coach has instructed him to take the medicine during the! 
West Asian Games in Tehran and during another championship in Algeria last year, and 
did not know that it contained a banned substance. 

Jordanian delegation officials ordered his return home Wednesday. He is expected to 
serve a two-year suspension, and will therefore miss the Pan- Arab Games. 

Khawaldeh was the first Jordanian to win three bronze medals in one event at the 8th 
Pan-Arab Games in Beirut last summer. 

At the 1994 Asian Games in Hiroshima, 1 1 Chinese athletes, including seven swimmers, 
failed drug tests for steroids. 


Range Rover For Sale 

1990 Vogue, burgundy metallic, auto constant 4WD, 
electric windows, A/C, stereo, telephone. JD6.850. 

Call 079/520538 

Note: Duty unpaid, but with permit to pay duty. 


Jordan begins competition 
in shooting and swimming 
Thursday. Pan-Arab Games 
bronze medallist Hana 
Majaj is the sole swimmer 
representing Jordan. 

OCA meetings begin: 
On the sidelines of the 
event, Jordan Olympic 
Committee (JOC) Vice- 
Chairman Mouaffaq Al 
Fawwaz headed the coun- 
try’s delegation at toe meet- 
ings of the Olympic 
Council of Asia (OCA). 

The meeting discussed the 
2002 Asian Games in 
Pusan, South Korea. 

During the meetings. 
Jordanian officials will 
update OCA Arab states on 
preparations tor the Pan- 
Arab Games. They will also 
meet officials from the 
organising committee of the 
Sydney Olympic Games as 
well as Japanese Olympic 
officials charged with sports 
marketing who would be 
beneficial in that aspect of 
the Pan-Arab Games. 

Meanwhile, the Asian 
Handball Federation (AHF) 
has accepted Jordan's com- 
pliant of disqualification 
from the World Cup hand- 
ball finals where Saudi 
Arabia took first place 


while Jordan came second 
on points with Kuwait and 
Bahrain. 

The organising committee 
gave Kuwait the runner-up 
spot after disqualifying 
Bahrain on a technicality. 

The AHF decided to pre- 
sent the matter to the 
International Handball 
Federation whose ruling 
will be final for both Jordan 
an Kuwait. 

The Kingdom has 19 offi- 
cials and 37 athletes in the 
last sporting event of the 
century where only Saudi 
Arabia and Afghanistan are 
missing the event. Jordan is 
■competing in 1 1 sports: ath- 
letics. boxing, bowling, 
gymnastics, judo, karate, 
shooting, squash, swim- 
ming. weightlifting and 
taekwondo. 

Jordan is yet to win gold 
at the Asian Games. In the 
past two participations in 
the Seoul ‘86 and 
Hiroshima ‘94, Jordan’s 
sole medals were achieved 
through taekwondo with 
three silver and five bronze 


medals. 

Jordan's 56-member dele- 
gation have joined 40 other 
nations at the century’s final 
sporting event. 

Jordan is represented by 
the best athletes in their 
respective sport 

The athletics team begins 
competition Saturday head- 
ed by Fakhreddin Fuad — a 
gold medallist in the Pan- 
Arab Games high jump. 

The team had a training 
camp in Qatar where Fuad 
achieved 215 centimetres, 
and just came short of his 
record of 222. 

Teammate Mohammad 
Abdul Baqi set a new 
Jordanian record in the 
triple jump with 15.53 — IS 
centimetres more than his 
previous mark. 

The delegation also 
includes karate bronze 
medallist Butheina Mahsiri. 

Jordan is not taking part 
in team sports — notably 
soccer, handball and basket- 
ball due to reason pertain- 
ing to their respective feder- 
ations. 





M UNDER THE PRTRONRGE OF “ 
HER MRJESTV QUEEN NOOR 

:*J AL-HUSSEIN SOCIETY FOR [•: 

THE HABILITATION/REHABIUTATION OF 
THE PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 

INVITES YOU TO ITS ANNUAL BAZAAR 

AT THE 

AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL 
TUESDAY, THE 15TH OF DECEMBER, 

1998 AT 10:30 A.M. 

EMBASSIES AND INTERNATIONAL 
LADIES CLUBS PARTICIPATING 
INTERNATIONAL BAKE SALE 
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
-. HANDICRAFTS 

jj!I GIFT ITEMS 




China's Chen Yanqing lifts 123.5 kgs off the floor on 
her way to a gold medal and a short-lived world record 
in the women's 58 kg clean and jerk competition at 
thel3th Asian Games in Bangkok. Chen's record lift 
was broken moments later by Song-Hoi of North Korea 
with 125 kgs, but Chen still won the event on combined 
lifts (AFP photo) 



Cho Hyang-Mi (front) of Sonth Korea delivers a kick to Ala’a Kutkut (bade) of 
Jordan during the final of the women's taekwondo welterweight division. Cho woo 
the gold while Kutkut took silver (AFP photo) 
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China’s Zhou Yilin competes in front of the judges in preliminary competition in toe 
men’s 3 metre platform diving event Wednesday. Zhou leads the competition after 11 
dives (AP photo) 

I’ll beat Jayasinghe — China’s Li 
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BANGKOK (AFP) — 
China’s major hope for the 
Asian Games lOOmetre 
crown vowed here on 
Wednesday to defeat drugs- 
t aimed Sri Lankan star 
Susanthika Jayasinghe and 
win the title of Asia's fastest 
women. 

The 21-year-old, speaking 
after flying into Bangkok, 
said she was not worried 
about Jayasinghe’s boast 
that she would take both 
Asiad sprints. 

‘*1 don't mind what 
Jayasinghe said," Li said. "I 
am ready to beat all rivals." 

Li, who holds the Asian 
records for both 100 and 
200m, said she had been 
training hard over the past 
two months. 

Jayasinghe, toe world 
200m silver medalist, has 
been under a cloud since 
failing a drugs test in April 
but has been allowed to run 
at the Games by the 
International Amateur 
Athletic Federation while 
her case is investigated. 

She will be stripped of 
any medal she wins here is 
she is found guilty by an 
arbitration panel next year. 

Li broke Asia's 100 and 
200m record with two stun- 
ning performances of 10.79 
and 22.01 seconds in last 
year’s Chinese National 
Games in Shanghai. 

Jayasinghe is normally 
regarded as a specialist of 
the longer sprint but she 


recorded a personal best 
100m of 11.28sect at the 
national championships last 
month. 

She said on her arrival: “I 
won't just win the 100 and 
the 200 metres — I’ll win 
them in record time. There’s 
only one good sprinter here 
and that's me.” 

Li’s coach Zhang 
Rongwei admitted that Li’s 
main rival was Jayasinghe 
but added: “We are not 


afraid of Jayasinghe. We 
only fear that other little 
known runners will cause a 
surprise." 

Zhang predicted that li 
would run inside 1L2Q in 
the 100m and 22.33 in the 
200 . 

Li first came to world 
attention last year when she 
finished the season second 
fastest behind world cham- 
pion Marion Jones of the 
United States. 



THE AMMAN Marriott Hotel has again staged one of its many 
charitable events. The 4th Dead Sea annual Raft Race took plw* 
recently. Nine spectacular manmade rafts were contesting for fl* 6 
fimsh line, in the heavy waters of the Dead Sea. All proceeds ; of d* 
event _ go to the Al Hu&sein Society for the Habilitaiioh w® 
Rehabilitation of the Physically Challenged, os a part of the 
Amman Mamotfs ongoing commitment to enhance the awarene* 5 
of helping those in need. 
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CINEMA 


TEL.- 463-4144 


PHILADELPHIA '1' 

Richard Gere .. in 

RED CORNER 


Tv 


CINEMA 


TEL-46?-} 144 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 






J. 


PHILADELPHIA '2' 

V -- - 

Jeff Bridges .. in 

WHITE SQUALL 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15. 
8:30. 10.30 


CINEMA TEL-5WKC3K f CINEMA 

PLAZA 


A 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


TEL:5G7?420 “X j 

CONCORDE 


■C QNC OR P fi.li: 

Patrick Swayze .. in 
the action-packed film 

BLACK DOG 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15. 8:30.10:30 
CONCORDE “2" 

FRENCH KISS 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30 


^ CINEMA TEL5934793 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.cont.jo/Galleria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 


THE MASK 
OF ZORR.O 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


A 


CINEMA 


■A, 






TEL- 5934793 

GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

www.cns.com. jo/Calleria 
Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 830, 10:30 


Hldham V an o n ^baatXfi 

TEL* 4625155 v:Vf‘ 


Watch out fox 
the new play 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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kittle Tennis brings lifetime 
§P or t to Jordanian children 
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A$flSiAN — Jordanian 
cjgj^en aged 3-10 now 
fi^eilhe chance to learn 
teaSiS : — the professional 
ivffi — through a pro- 
nfa jtime called Little 
anfe.- established by the 
Slates Professional 
_ Association 

#g!TA>. 

^e" > Young Women ’s 
(Jijstian Association 
jrf^VCA) has already host- 
ed the national tennis pro- 
gram to introduce young 
children to the sport in a 
fun-, group environment. 

After - the enthusiastic 
response and success of 
the-first four courses, the 
organisers now plan to 
start a winter indoor sea- 
son Jan. 2. 

USPTA Little Tennis, a 
series of high energy, on- 
court activities which 
offers children the chance 
40 leant basic tennis and 
motor skills that start with 
playing on short courts 
foam balls, small 
and other junior- 
equipment. 

_____ programme offers 
athletics instruction, 
gaines and social activities 
and is run by local tennis- 
teaebing professionals. 

■ The programme director, 
Ra'fat AI Qaisi who has 
been a USPTA member for 
5 years, said four season’s 
[ad already been held ever 
it was initiated in 
1997. 

Idren of all skill lev- 
rare welcome in Little 
_2&nis, whether a child 
experience of not, the 
related games and 

m== 





One of the participants in the Little Tennis pro- 
gramme attempts a return with a foam ball 

pants. 

USPTA Little Tennis is a 
great way to introduce 
children to tennis, the 
spon for a lifetime, says 
Time Heckler, CEO of 
USPTA. 

World No. 1 Pete 
Sampras, a sponsor of the 
programme notes: “We 
need to make tennis easy, 
fun and exciting for kids 
and that's just what 
USPTA Little Tennis does. 
It’s getting more children 
and parents into the sport 
and that’s good for the 
game. Who knows how 
many further champions 
we’ll have thanks to this 
programme." 

Little Tennis was 
designed by the USPTA 
and is sponsored by 
Wilson racket sports. 

The USPTA is the 
world's oldest and largest 
association of tennis- 
teaching professionals. It 
was established in 1927 
and has more than 10,000 
members. 


activities provide a healthy 
and fun introduction to the 
games. The programme 
stresses fun rather than 
competition,” Qaisi told 
the Jordan Times. 

He stressed that children 
would get the quality 
training needed to 
progress from learning 
motor skills to racket skills 
and then playing skills. 

“It is a very effective 
programme. It keeps the 
kids motivated. I'm sure it 
will provide a good base 
for the Kingdom's future 
tennis players,” he added. 

Qaisi said the current 
session would conclude 
Dec. 1 1 with a competition 
among over 100 partici- 



fson promises to be ‘good boy’ 


A 


WANGLES (R) — 
kg off questions 
:• his past misdeeds 
wing to be a “good 
boy” Mike Tyson on 
Tuesday announced he 
fight South African 
cois Botha in his first 
it since a 1997 suspen- 
sion for biting a chunk out 
of Evander Holyfield’s 
ear. 

Tyson, sporting a new, 
improved an very relaxed 
attitude as he faced a room 
Ml of reporters and 
TVcameras, said he would 
be back in the ring on 
January 16 in Las Vegas 
against Botha, a former 
International Boxing 
Federation heavyweight 
champion. 

“Pm sorry, but I've 
learned my lesson and 1 
won’t do that anymore,” 
Tyson, 32, said with a grin 
when asked about the June 
28. 1997 bout when he 
twice bit Holyfield’s ears. 
Tipa a very good boy.” 
^fter the fight, Tyson 
gripped of his license 
Ihe Nevada State 
c Commission for 
pnths as a punish- 

October, the former 
jjfevyweight champion 
Evinced the Nevada 
^bmission to let him 
fight again after promising 
to undergo psychiatric 
' y and “absolutely 
do it again. 

commissioners 
him to either 
re himself in the 
or be thrown out of 
g for good. 

_*son spend most of a 
raucous press conference 
J? Tuesday poking fun at 
tos bad-boy image and 
Promoting his fight rather 
“ran answering serious 
qnestions. 

Jyson. who at age 20 in 
*986 became the youngest 
jran ever to win the 
^vyweight title, even 
?ood up for Botha, chid- 
es a man at the press con- 
‘•if e f Cc w ^° shouted 
** e ’s a punk!” when the 
j u *h African was intro- 
duced. 

Let’s be nice to this guy 
today” Tyson said. “Let’s 
k nice. For anyone 
no didn’t know, “I’m on 
Parole and I’m trying to be 

up here.” 

But, asked, if he would 
rffi Holyfield again or 
ge for the heavy- 


Former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson pauses 
during a news conference at the Hollywood Athletic 
Club in the Hollywood section of Los Angeles, for his 
upcoming fight against Francois Botha { AP photo) 

weight belt again, he said: beret with a Harley 



“The fact is, if the price is 
right. I'll fight a lion. I’m 
not here because I've been 
voted the nicest guy in the 
country.” 

And Tyson declined to 
answer when a reporter 
asked if he was worried 
about going back to prison 
— a reference to Tyson s 
December 1 “no contest 
plea to assaulting two 
motorists in Maryland 
after a minor traffic crash. 

He awaits sentencing in 
that case, which could 
affect his parole after 
spending three- years in an 
Indiana prison tor a rape 
conviction. One of his 
hurdlers cautioned 

reporters that Tyson would 
“not talk about pending 
litigation, so those are 
questions that can t 

^■Tra just happy to be 
here.” said TVson- clad in 
black and sporting a red 


Motorcycles 
just here to 


Davidson 
logo. “I’m 
fight.” 

Botha, meanwhile, 
promised a good bout 
against Tyson and warned 
that “I come to fight: . I 
don't come to lay down.” 

“All of you who want to 
make deals with Mike 
Tyson might want to hold 
on, because you mighi 
lose a lot of money,” 
Botha said. “You’re in for 
a rude awakening. 

Also in attendance at the 
press conference was for- 
mer basketball great 
Earvin “Magic” Johnson, 
whose role as Tyson's 
advisor helped win over 
Nevada boxing officials. 

Johnson declined to 
speculate when Tyson 
would fight for the title 
but said: “He’s still the 
biggest in the world and 
no one will ever be big- 
eer ” 


maintenance 


*“ugetyou r central heating system 
D V maintained for winter? 

p . efficient, economic, longer life, ennronment- 
friandlv & proper operation of your system. 

W call now 079/508017 - Eng. Hisham 



France, 
Italy and 
Spain 
dominate 
UEFA Cup 

LONDON (R) — The quar- 
terfinals of the UEFA Cup 
have a distinctly Latin 
flavour with France, Spain 
and Italy providing all eight 
quaiterfinalists of the com- 
petition. 

AS Roma, Bologna and 
Parma of Italy will go into 
next Wednesday's draw in 
Geneva along with 
Olympique Marseille, 
Bordeaux, and Olympique 
Lyon of France. 

Celta Vigo of Spain are 
also through, joined by 
Atlelico Madrid who beat 
fellow-Spanianis Real 
Sociedad 5-3 on aggregate 
after extra lime. 

It is the first time in the 
history of the competition 
that all clubs from northern 
Europe have been eliminat- 
ed by this stage. 

Parma set the tone for the 
day when they came front 
behind to beat Rangers of 
Scotland 3-1 in an afternoon 
kickoff for a 4-2 aggregate 
win. 

Parma’s Seria A rivals 
Bologna and Roma also 
reached the last eight even 
though neither team won 
their second leg matches. 

Bologna lost 1-0 at Real 
Beds in Spain but came 
through 4-2 on aggregate 
while Roma drew 2-2 at FC 
Zurich to advance 3-2 on 
aggregate. 

No French team has ever 
won the UEFA Cup but 
Lyon, Marseille and 
Bordeaux will all try to put 
that right next spring. 

Alain Caveglia scored a 
hat-trick as Olympique 
Lyon reached die quarterfi- 
nals of a European competi- 
tion for the first time since 
the 1967-68 season when 
they won an oustanding 
match 4-3 at Club Bruges. 

The game produced an 
astonishing blitz of slx goals 
in 21 minutes midway 
tlirough the second half. 

Bordeaux came through 
after a 0-0 draw with 
Grasshoppers saw them 
qualify' on the way goal rule 
after drawing 3-3 in die first 
leg two weeks ago. 
Grasshoppers had Mihai 
Tararache sent off after 78 
minutes. 

A fierce battle between 
Marseille and Monaco 
ended in a 1-0 win for the 
home side who won with a 
7 1 st minute goal from Titi 
Camara which put Marseille 
3-2 ahead over the nvo legs. 

Meanwhile. Celta Vigo of 
Spain completed a double of 
victories over English teams 
\vith a comprehensively 
stylish win over Liverpool 
at Anfield. 

Although they only won 
1-0 on the night thanks to a 
fine 57th minute individual 
strike from Israeli interna- 
tional Haim Revive, Vigo 
won 4-1 on aggregate for 
their second victory over an 
English side following their 
second round win over Aton 
Villa. 

There was plenty of drama 
in Spain where Atietico 
Madrid beat Real Sociedad 
5-3 on aggregate thanks to 
two goals in two minutes 
midway through the first 
period of extra time. 


NBA cancels All-Star Game 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — The All- 
Star Game is the latest casualty of the 
NBA lockout that is in its 16 1st day. 

NBA Commissioner David Stem 
announced today thar the labour stale- 
mate has forced the league to cancel 
the showcase event, which was sched- 
uled for Februajy 14th at the First 
Union Center in Philadelphia. It marks 
the first time the league has canceled 
the All-Star Game, which had been 
held every year since 1951. 

“The fact that the entire season is in 
such jeopardy at this late date because 
of the labour dispute prevents us from 
having an All-Star Game.” said Stem. 
“It wou/d be unfair for us to ask the 
city of Philadelphia and all our busi- 
ness partners to move forward with 
any more commitments, plans or 
expenditures when there is so much 
uncertainty surrounding the season. In 
light of the continuing labour dispute, 
we really are left with no choice oLher 
than to cancel the All-Star Weekend." 

In addition. USA Today reported that 
the balance of the season is expected 
to be canceled by Christmas if an 
agreement cannot be reached. 

The NBA would be the first pro 
league to lose an entire season because 
of a labour dispute. 

Stem refused to set any “drop dead” 
date today, but again acknowledged 
the possibility of canceling the entire 


season. 

“We don’t want to lose the season, 
but the season will run out and cancel 
itself.” said Stem. 

Today’s announcement will “cheat 
millions of fans and the city of 
Philadelphia out of a wonderful spec- 
tacle,” said NBA Players Association 
( NPBA) executive director Billy 
Hunter. 

“Unfortunately for rhe owners, their 
effort to further intimidate the players 
will not succeed,” he continued. “We 
already have offered unprecedented 
concessions and are willing to negoti- 
ate even further, but we" will only 
accept a deal that is fair to both sides.” 

The Philadelphia Inquirer reported 
that the cancelation of the All-Star 
Game would cost the city an estimated 
S35 million in revenue. 

The city's hotels, which set aside 
5,300 rooms for the NBA, had expect- 
ed to take in more than $6 million. 

The “Jam Session.” a four-day event 
of displays and interactive events that 
was expected to draw as many as 
100.000 people to the Philadelphia 
Convention Centre, had already been 
called off. 

“We apologise to everyone in 
Philadelphia, but we promise to bring 
the All-Star Weekend back as soon as 
possible.” Stem assured. 

Philadelphia is not expected to get 


another chance to host the gala until 
2002. Next season's game has been 
awarded to the Golden State Warriors 
and the 2001 game is likely to go to 
the Washington Wizards. 

No new negotiations are scheduled 
between owners and the Players 
Association. On Thursday, the two 
sides met for 10 1/2 hours in New 
York bur reported little progress. 

Stem again said he would not accept 
a union offer to send the talks to medi- 
ation. 

“We have had plenty of dialogue.” 
said Stem. “What we have is an 
absolutely different view of the situa- 
tion.” 

A total of 250 games already have 
been lost to the lockout through today 
and with a month needed to sign play- 
ers and hold training camps, an addi- 
tional 200 will be canceled before 
even an abbreviated season can begin. 

“There is still enough time to make 
up for the damage caused to our sport, 
but only if the owners turn construc- 
tive rather than destructive.” Hunter 
said. 

On Monday, the locked out players 
announced plans to stage a charity 
game to be played December 19th in 
Atlantic City. New Jersey. 


Gymnast Moceanu returns to court 


HOUSTON (AP) — Fearful 
for her fife, gymnast 
Dominique Moceanu is 
returning to court to have a 
restraining order against her 
father made permanent. 

The 17-year-old was grant- 
ed a temporary restraining 
order against her father a 
week ago. She has asked 
state District Judge John 
Montgomery to upgrade that 
order and make it a perma- 
nent injunction. 

Both Moceanu and her 
parents. Dumitru and 
Camelia Moceanu. are 
expected to attend today’s 
hearing. 

If Moceanu ’s adolescence 
seemed unbearable, it appar- 
ently was idyllic compared 
to the gymnast's new life as 
a grownup. 

Since Oct. 28, when a 
judge granted her request for 
adult status, the 1996 gold 
medalist says she's endured 
verbal threats and stalking 
by her father. Police are also 
investigating a private inves- 
tigator's claim that Dumitru 
Moceanu offered to pay 


$10,000 to have a friend and 
her coach killed. 

“The threat of danger from 
my father hangs over me 
every day.” the gymnast said 
in court papers filed a week 
ago for the restraining order. 

Messages left Tuesday 
with her father’s attorney, 
Katherine Scardino, and at 
his workplace were not 
returned to The Associated 
Press. 

Moceanu has. so far, 
declined the AP’s request for 
an interview about her court 
battles. 

What began as a teen-age 
athlete’s fight for control 
over her millions in earnings 
has escalated into a vitriolic 
fight threatening to shatter 
her family for good. 

The stormy relationship 
between father and daughter 
caught public notice in late 
October, when she fled from 
her borne with the help of 
Marcy and Brian Huggins 
and her coach. Luminita 
Miscenco. Huggii. 

befriended the Olympian 
while performing some work 


at the S4 million Moceanu 
Gymnastics Inc. facility 
north of Houston. 

The Huggins have also 
received a restraining order 
against Dumitru Moceanu. 

Encouraged by fellow ath- 
letes, including gymnast 
Kun Thomas, to take more 
control of her finances. 
Moceanu dogged her father 
and mother for answers 
about how her earnings, 
secured in a trust fund that 
they alone have access to. 
were being spent 

“I kill myself training and 
going to school, and what is 
he doing with my money?” 
Moceanu told the Houston 
Chronicle at the time. “They 
haven’t been working since 
1996. Where does their 
income come from? Me.” 

After months of 
stonewalling, the young ath- 
lete decided that her only 
alternative was the court- 
room. With her coach by her 
side, the gymnast gathered 
her courage and phoned an 
attorney from a shopping 
mall pay phone. Within 


days, she filed suit against 
her parents, asking a judge 
for adult status so she could 
legally begin asking for an 
accounting of how her trust 
fund was spenL 

She also revealed how her 
every move was monitored 
by her father, that she had 
yet to go unchaperoned on a 
date. She also revealed that 
her father has hit her “a cou- 
ple of times” and that she 
“never had a childhood.” 

Dumitru and Camelia 
Moceanu, both Romanian 
immigrants, fueled her 
Olympic dream starting at 
age 3. They brought her to 
Houston so she could be 
coached by Bela Karolyi. 

At 14. Moceanu was the 
youngest American ever to 
win an Olympic gold medal 
in gymnastics during the 
1996 Summer Games in 
Atlanta. 

With earnings generated 
by public appearances and 
competition, her parents 
built a 70.000 square-foot 
gym just north of Houston a 
few years ago. 


Top women confirm for Australian Open 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
Four-time champion Monica 
Seles, former World No. 1 
Steffi Graf, new queen 
Lindsay Davenport and the 
dethroned Martina Hingis 
will head the strongest 
women's field for years at 
the Australian Tennis Open 
this January. 

With Venus and Serena, 
Williams, Anna Koumikova 
and the almost forgotten 
Jennifer Capriati rounding 
out the drawcards, tourna- 
ment director Pul McNamee 
said it would be the best 
women’s competition since 
the Open moved to 
Melbourne Park more than a 
decade ago. 

“These women are young, 
marketed aggressively and 
have raised the stakes in 
fashion and can back it all up 
with the way they play.” 
McNamee said Wednesday. 


“I’ll also be interested to 
see how Jennifer goes, 
because I coached her for a 
short while.” 

This time last year, Graf 
and Seles both entered the 
Open yet didn't play. 

“Last year we were hoping 
they would come but they 
both had a cloud over them 
so it was no surprise when 
they pulled out,” McNamee 
said. 

“This time they have both 
shown cause why they want 
to be at this Open. 

“Steffi is trying to chal- 
lenge Margaret Court's 
grand slam record and 
Monica wants to continue 
her unbeaten run in 
Australia. 

“She has never lost on 
Australian soil.” 

Providing neither pulls out 
before the start of the Open 
on Januarv 18. it will he the 


first time the pair has played 
here since 1993. 

Seles, the 1996 New South 
Wales Open champion, has 
won the title each of the four 
times she's played and is yet 
to lose a match at the 
Hopraan Cup. 

On the men's side. 
McNamee said the top 30 
ranked players had also 
entered the event. 


Pete Sampras stiU has Roy 
Emerson’s career grand slam 
record in his sight and 
Australia's U.S. Open cham- 
pion Patrick Rafter and 
Mark Philippoussis are cer- 
tain to be seeded. 

Sampras needs to win one 
more grand slam title to 
draw level with Emerson, 
who won 12 Grand Slam 
title*.. 
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Come enjoy the spirit of the Holidays at the 

Jordan River Foundation 
Showroom 

Special holiday baskets, rugs, tablecloths, wall hangings, 
cushions, napkins, and more. 

You can creare your own holiday baskets which make elegant 
Christmas and Ramadan gifts ar special prices. 

Open daily from 8:00ajn to 7:00pm 
And from 10;00am to 7:00pm oo Fridays and Holidays 
Our showroom is located in Ja baJ Amman, 1st Circle, off Rainbow Sl 
Tel. No. (9626)4613081 jauusum 
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JEWELLERY 

^0 .*4 Glamorous ‘World.. .‘flu ‘World of .‘1 / mas 
ShmeiMm - Adli Center Bwide Houston's Restaurant - Tel: 5b97035 


BEST COLLECTION 

* X- MAS TREES 

* DECORATION “WIDE RANGE” 
* LIGHTS INDOOR & OUTDOOR 

*X - MAS CARDS 
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BARBIE, LEGO ,f, IB, TOYS -etc -| 


.WADI SAQRA BOOKSHOP. 


WADI SAQRA STREET/ Tel. 4633379 DOWN RADiSSON SAS BRIDGE 

(FREE PARKING OPP. } 






12 News 

Regent voices pride in Jordan’s 
human rights achievements 


f S letters 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, December 1^^ 




By Francesca Clriaci 

AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince H assail, the Regent, 
on Wednesday expressed 
pride in Jordan’s achieve- 
ments in the field of human 
rights. 

Presiding over a ceremony 
at the new building of the 
Greater Amman 

Municipality commemorat- 
ing the 50th anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the Regent 
stressed the human dimen- 
sion of politics and warned 
against the dangers of 
believing that scientific and 
technological development, 
without respect for human 
dignity and human rights, 
could lead to real progress. 

Crown Prince Hassan said 
the search for human ethics 
and the establishment of a 
universal code of conduct 
are the main challenges of 
the next millennium. 


He told an audience of 
ambassadors from French- 
speaking countries, officials, 
and representatives of vari- 
ous non-governmental and 
U.N. organisations active in 
the field of human rights 
that the global “fight against 
terrorism, drug trafficking, 
and organised crime has 
showed that it is impossible 
to speak about freedoms 
without speaking about 
laws.” 

“In our age the media 
allow better understanding 
of each other's diversities,” 
Prince Hassan said- “Let us 
hope that this age of science 
will lead us to an age of 
knowledge.” 

The Director of the Red 
Crescent Society in Jordan. 
Mohammad Hadid. and the 
representative of “Children 
of the World," Robert Sarr, 
also addressed the ceremo- 
ny. organised by the French 
Cultural Centre in coopera- 


Pinochet extradition 
case to go ahead 


LONDON (R) — British 
Home Secretary Jack Straw 
ruled Wednesday that an 
extradition case against 
Auguste Pinochet could go 
ahead, saying the former 
Chilean dictator’s age, health 
and status did not excuse him 
from court proceedings. 

Straw, the country's interim’ 
minister, gave British courts 
the authority to proceed with a 
request from Spain asking for 
Pinochet’s extradition on 
murder, torture and kidnap- 
ping charges dating from Ms 
1973-1990 rule. 

Straw's decision, 

announced in a home office 
statement meant die 83-year- 
old general was expected to 
appear Friday at a magis- 
trates' court in London for the 
formal start of extradition pro- 
ceedings to Spain. 

“I signed an authority to 
proceed in respect of Senator 
Pinochet today.” Straw said in 
the statement. “The Spanish 
request for his extradition will 
now be considered by the 
courts.” 

But Straw's decision did not 
mean Pinochet would auto- 
matically be extradited and 
the case could drag on for 


months. Pinochet is currently 
living under police guard in a 
luxury mansion west of 
London. 

If after holding hearings on 
the case the courts decide in 
favour of extradition. Straw 
would be expected to make 
another formal decision on 
Pinochet’s surrender to Spain. 
Pinochet’s lawyers are 
expected to challenge the 
process every step of foe way. 

Rodrigo Fenick, one of the 
Chilean exiles who have spent 
weeks demonstrating in 
London for Pinochet's extra- 
dition, called the decision 
“fantastic news.” 

He said: “I have tears in my 
eyes. I was always reluctant to 
predict what would happen 
because of the pressure by the 
Chilean government. 

“Whatever happens now he 
[Pinochet] has been con- 
demned internationally as a 
c riminal.” 

Straw’s move dashed foe 
hopes of foe Chilean govern- 
ment and Pinochet supporters 
who believed die minister 
would use his power under 
British law to stop foe extradi- 
tion process against Pinochet, 
who was arrested on Oct. 16. 


Arafat determined 
to declare state 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Did I talk at Wye River 
about killers and thieves?” 
Arafel asked. 

‘There are many witnesses 
that the prisoners to be 
released would be from Fateh 
and foe PFLE” he said, using 
the acronym for foe leftist 
Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. 

‘This was said in front of 
Netanyahu,” he said, speaking 
of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. “We 
will not rest until they are with 
us. It will be our task.” 
Netanyahu reaffirmed on 
Tuesday that be would nor 
order further West Bank with- 
drawals until Arafat publicly 


rescinds his threat to unilater- 
ally declare a stare. 

Netanyahu also demanded 
that Arafat publicly admit that 
the Wye River accord does not 
require his government to 
release political prisoners, 
detainees he says have “Israeli 
blood on their hands.” 

U.S. special envoy Dennis 
Ross, who arrived in the 
region Tuesday to prepare 
for Clinton’s visit, support- 
ed Netanyahu's interpreta- 
tion of the Wye agreement 
on prisoners and called for 
an end to violent protests by 
Palestinians over foe issue. 

Washington has also called 
on Arafat to stop threatening 
to unilaieraUy declare a stare. 


Palestinian shot dead 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, strug- 
gling to beat back a right- 
wing challenge to his govern- 
ment's survival has demand- 
ed the PNA put an end to anti- 
Israeli violence and said he 
was unlikely to go ahead with 
a promised West Bank pull- 
back next week. 

In a speech to supporters in 
Hebron on Wednesday, 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said Israel had no right 
to stop him declaring an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state. 

“They are telling us that we 
should not mention the word 
stare” Araiat said. 

T told them we have 
already said the word, we 
have declared it already,” be 
said, referring to the PLO's 
declaration in exile from 
Algiers in November 1988 of 
a Palestinian stare. 


Though Arafat avoided pre- 
vious pledges to proclaim 
such a stale unilaterally on 
May 4 next year — the end of 
a five-year interim period 
under the Oslo peace process 
— his comments were certain 
to anger Israeli leaders. 

Israel earned out the first 
stage of foe redeployment in 
late November in line with the 
Wye accord, which provides 
for a pullback from 13 per 
cent of the West Bank in three 
phases over force months. 

But citing alleged 

Palestinian violations of foe 
agreement, Netanyahu last 
week suspended further 
implementation of foe interim 
accord. 

U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross was meeting 
Netanyahu and Arafat to pre- 
pare for a presidential journey 
starting on Saturday to Israeli 
and Palestinian-mled areas. 


tion with the Greater 
Amman Municipality. 

Sarr recalled the 1989 
International Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, 
stressing that signatory 
states committed themselves 
to not only address the 
immediate physical needs of 
children and protect them 
from violence, abuse, and 
neglect, but also establish 
the conditions for the devel- 
opment of each child's full 
potential in a climate of 
freedom of expression and 
social integration. 

Hadid described the vari- 
ous activities of the Red 
Crescent in the Kingdom, 
and explained the move- 
ment’s definition of peace, 
which he said was based on 
respect for freedoms, inde- 
pendence, national sover- 
eignty, and human rights, as 
well as the fight against dis- 
crimination. 

A young Jordanian student 


of French, Anas Samran, 
opened the ceremony with a 
call on all representatives of 
the international community 
to “respect the rights of the 
children of today, the adults 
of tomorrow.” 

Earlier, Prince Hassan 
unveiled a commemorative 
plaque on an imposing mon- 
ument dominating the 
square of the Greater 
Amman Municipality com- 
plex, in Ras A1 ‘Ein. The 
monument, consisting of a 
white wall more than three 
metres tall and over 20 
metres long, bears on one 
side the first article of the 
Universal Declaration of 
H uman Rights in French, 
Arabic, and English. 

On the other side, a fresco 
by Belgian painter Paul tie 
Gobert features 12 “win- 
dows" on two landscapes: 
the coast of Normandy and 
the red desert of Wadi Rum. 
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Tehran pollution 
hits ‘danger’ level 


MORE CLASHES: Palestinians, one protecting his head under a cardboard box, 
duck as Israeli soldiers fire rubber-coated metal ballets daring clashes outside 
Ramailah on Wednesday. Clashes erupted throughout the West Bank to mark the 
11th anniversary of the uprising against Israel (AP photo) 

Egyptian plane returns after 
foiled bid to divert to Libya 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
authorities warned people to 
stay away from central Tehran 
on Wednesday as pollution 
levels went “beyond danger- 
ous levels.” 

The Tehran weather office 
issued foe warning, broadcast 
on state radio, adding that pol- 
lutant concentration levels had 
reached “critical” levels, and 
urged elderly people, allergy- 
sufferers and children in par- 
ticular to avoid the city centre. 

The office said stable weath- 
er conditions over the past 
days had stopped thick smog 
from dispersing from foe city, 
home to around 10 million 
people. 

Tehran, one of the world’s 
most polluted cities, is situat- 
ed in a dip at the foot of the 
Alburz mountains and suffers 
from relatively poor air circu- 
lation. 


The city's heavy traffic con- 
sists mostly of cars and buses 
that have been running for 
over 20 years, and often spew 
out a lethal cocktail of visible 
and invisible smoke and pol- 
lution. 

The government has 
restricted traffic in the city 
centre, though this has merely 
prevented a further deteriora- 
tion of current conditions. 

The bead of Iran's Air 
Quality Control Company, 
Peymaneh Hastei, said lak 
year that up to 70 per cent of 
foe pollution was caused by 
private vehicles, and estimat- 
ed that about 4,000 people 
probably died every year as a 
result 

Iran, tine world's, secpipl 
largest oil producer, currently 
charges drivers under 7 cents 
for a litre of petrol leading to 
' the carefree use of vehicles. 


TUNIS (AFP) — An 
Egyptian aircraft headed back 
to Cairo Wednesday after a 
failed bid by passengers to 
divert it from its normal route 
to the Tunisian resort of Jerba 
to Tripoli in defiance of foe 
UN. air embargo on Libya. 

The crew and all of the pas- 
sengers who flew in to Tunisia 
15 hours earlier were on the 
plane for foe return journey to 
Egypt, airport officials said. 

The plane, belonging to foe 
private Egyptian firm AMC, 
was en route from the Yemeni 
capital Sanaa to the southern 
Tunisian Island of Jerba when 
its Libyan and Yemeni passen- 
gers demanded to be flown to 
Libya 

An Egyptian security source 
said foe plane had been 
hijacked soon after takeoff 
from Cairo and identified the 
aircraft as an EgyptAir plane 
quartered by AM£. . . , 

But the Ihnisian civil avia- 
tion department insisted there 
had been no hijacking, just “a 
disagreement between foe air- 


line and foe passengers who 
had chartered the plane. 

“The plane’s passengers 
refused to get off the plane at 
Jerba on foe grounds that foe 
contract they had signed to 
charter the plane showed 
Tripoli as the destination,” foe 
department said in a state- 
ment. 

AMCs owner Sayyed 
Saber said that the pilot had 
refused to fly to Libya 
because of foe six-year-old 
UN. air embargo. 

“The passengers asked foe 
pilot to fly the plane to Tripoli 
but he refosed. arguing that he 
needed a special authorisation 
from foe United Nations," he 
told AFP after a radio contact 
with foe plane’s pilot. 

He said the plane was carry- 
ing 151 passengers and had 
been chartered by the Libyan 
ambassador in Beirut All 
Mahmoud Maria, but Maria 
vigorously denied foe claim. 

Saber added thai foe pilot 
had told him there was no vio- 
lence on board the plane. 


“There arc two solutions: 
either foe passengers leave the 
plane voluntarily or we get an 
exceptional permission from 
foe UN. fly to Libya,” he said 

Libya has been under a UN. 
air and arms embargo since 
1992 over its refusal to surren- 
der for trial in Britain or the 
United States two Libyans 
suspected of masterminding 
foe 1988 bombing of a U.S. 
airliner over Lockerbie in 
Scotland that killed 270 peo- 
ple. 

Earlier this year London and 
Washington agreed to a long- 
standing Libyan d emand for 
foe two suspect to be tried in a 
third country. 

Tripoli accepted the propos- 
al in principle and UN. chief 
Kofi Annan visited Libya last 
week to try to seal a deal. 

In March 1996, three 
Egyptians hijacked an 
EgyptAir plane to Libya. 
They lata- surrendered to 
Libyan authorities and were 
extradited to Egypt 


Lower House rejects security firms draft law 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Mafraq deputy said he 
believed foe proposal would 
eventually compel institutions 
to sign contracts with security 
firms, which could in the long 
run undermine the role of foe 
Public Security Department 
(PSD). 

The government, on the 
other hand, said it was sur- 
prised by foe deputies' hasty 
decision to summarily reject 
the draft without even allow- 
ing it to be sent to the con- 
cerned House committee for 


review. 

“We need such a contempo- 
rary law if we wish to 
progress,” Interior Minister 
Nayef Qadi told foe Jordan 
Tunes yesterday. 

He said such a law would 
not only prevent a monopoly 
but would also “help” in foe 
responsibility of maintaining 
security by hiring retired ser- 
vicemen. 

Musa Majali, general man- 
ager of 14-year-old Middle 
East Defence and Security 
Agency, the oldest and largest 
security firm in Jordan, told 


the Jordan Tunes that foe draft 
law — if passed — could 
affect some security firms, 
especially those which do not 
have the capital requirement 
and foe bank deposit stipulat- 
ed in the draft law. 

The proposal which applies 
to current and new firms, 
requires a JD250.000 capital 
in addition to a JD50.000 
bank guarantee. 

The draft also stipulates that 
foe interior minister endorses 
foe firm’s founding contract 
and its internal regulation 
after obtaining foe approval of 


foe concerned security depart- 
ments. The minister should 
also approve foe contracts 
between foe firms and clients. 

According to foe draft law, 
firm, managers and guards 
have to have previously 
worked in the Jordan Armed 
Forces or security agencies. 

Article 7 of foe draft stipu- 
lates chat “in conducting its 
operation, foe company is 
subject to supervision by the 
PSD, which has the right to 
conduct inspections of ware- 
houses, offices and registrar 
books." 


The draft will be sent to the 
Upper House (Senate) for 
either endorsement, amend- 
ment or rejection. 

If both Houses agree to 
reject foe law, it will be 
referred back to foe govern- 
ment If, on the other hand, 
foe Senate decides to endorse 
or amend foe draft it will be 
returned to foe Lower House 
for further review. 

Out of the 55 deputies pre- 
sent during yesterday’s Lower 
House session, 36 voted 
against foe draft legislation. 


Jordan, EU working in full coordination, cooperation — Moratinos 


(Continued from page l) 

In addition to ensuring their 
“association” with final status 
talks, Moratinos listed 
Jordan] an- EU common 
objectives at foe present stage 
as: “Guaranteeing and moni- 
toring the implementation of 
foe [Oct. 23] Wye agreement; 
resumption of talks on the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks of 
foe peace process; and ensur- 
ing that satisfactory progress 
is achieved on foe Ptilestiman- 
Israeli track by May 4, 1999, 
the date that President Yasser 
Arafat has fixed to declare an 
independent Palestinian state. 

Moratinos said he discussed 
with foe Regent “ways and 
means available to Jordan and 


the EU to ensure that a posi- 
tive atmosphere will prevail 
by May 4, 1999.” 

Jordan and die EU “share 
concerns that if there is no 
progress, we could face very 
difficult days.” 

In reply to a question on 
European moves should 
Arafat implement his state- 
ments to declare a Pales tinian 
state, foe Cyprus-based envoy 
said it was “too early to say, 
and it will depend on the fac- 
tors on the ground at that 
time.” 

“But the EU will move 
according to foe force para- 
meters that govern its [Middle 
Eastern] policies: maintaining 
foe principle of the right to 
self-determination of the 


Palestinian people; ensuring 
that foe peace process can 
continue; and adopting a uni- 
fied stand, without splits 
among its 15 member states.” 

Moratinos' two-day visit to 
Jordan, during which he also 
held talks with Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh and 
Foreign Minister Abdul Hlah 
Khatib, was part of a large 
regional tour including Israel 
and the Palestinian self-rule 
areas, Lebanon, Syria, and 
Saudi Arabia. 

These rounds of talks with 
foe main players in foe 
Middle East reflect Europe's 
“concerns” on foe implemen- 
tation of foe Wye River deal 
and its determination to reac- 
tivate the long-stalled Syrian 


and Lebanese tracks of foe 
peace process. 

“We are trying to ensure the 
implementation of the second 
phase of the Wye deal” 
Moratinos said, calling direct- 
ly on Israel “not to impose 
new conditions.” 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said on 
Tuesday that he was unlikely 
to cany out a promised West 
Bank withdrawal next week 
because of alleged Palestinian 
violations of the six-week-old 
deal. 

“The European perception 
is that this is an extremely 
crucial moment for the peace 
process,” Moratinos said 
“We praise Jordan’s efforts 
in trying to consolidate the 


momentum given to the 
process by foe signing of foe 
Wye [River Memorandum], 
and the crucial role played by 
His Majesty King Hussein in 
the Wye negotiations,” he 
said 

The Ells, which allocated 
ECU 117 million to Jordan 
under the Meda programme, 
will therefore continue to 
back Jordan financially and 
economically. 

“We are very aware of the 
Kingdom’s efforts to push its 
economic development, and 
we will stand behind Jordan,” 
Moratinos said adding that 
the EU was working on a new 
programme for 1999-2000 to 
support Jordanian economy. 


House urges government to give priority to economic growth 


(Continued from page 1) 

The House called for state 
universities to be fully indepen- 
dent so that they can excel in 
their performance and steer 
away from traditional pro- 
grammes and specialisations. It 
said that the government 
should continue to financially 
support the universities and 
underprivileged students, and 
that foe universities should link 
their outputs with the local 
labour market’s needs. 

The House statement under- 
lined the need for protecting 
the family and called on the 


government to implement a 
social safety package. 

Poverty and unemployment 
are two major problems feeing 
tie nation, and tackling them is 
a national responsibility, said 
foe House. It called for a revi- 
sion of related measures and 
programmes with a view to 
acquiring accurate statistics 
and data about the underprivi- 


The House said it is closely 
watching foe government's 
measures to organise and con- 
trol guest workers' employ- 
ment in Jordan and is waiting 
to see real efforts desitmed to 


rqjlace the guest workers with 
Jordanian job seekers, and also 
efforts aimed at helping skilled 
Jordanian workers find jobs in 
Arab countries. 

Turning to relations with the 
executive authority, the House 
said the government is duty 
bound to act with transparency 
and not conceal information 
from Parliament 

It further emphasised that tile 
Parliament is keen on main- 
taining contacts with foe vari- 
ous sectors of society and its 
political, economic and profes- 
sional unions with the purpose 
of defining issues and diagnos- 


ing problems feeing foe nation 
so that appropriate measures 
can be taken to deal with them. 

Referring to Palestine the 
statement said Parliament 
realises the very cruel circum- 
stances facing the Palestinian 
people and appreciates their 
sacrifices and tire efforts exert- 
ed by their leadership with the 
aim of realising foe Palestinian 
dream of establishing an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state on 
their national soil with 
Jerusalem as its capital 

It voiced support for the 
Palestinians and the current 
efforts towards foe establish- 


ment of a comprehensive and 
just peaa in implementation of 
UN. resolutions. The state- 
ment condemned Israel’s 
intransigence and delay in 
implementing its commitments 
and denounced the world com- 
munity's passive stand vis-a- 
vis Israel’s practices. It also 
called for ending the unjust 
sanctions imposed on ha n 
Libya and Sudan. 

Present at the meeting were 
several members of foe Royal 
femily, Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh. Chief of foe Royal 

Court Jawad Anani and a num- 
ber of minister*. 


Webber,|ft^ 
attackr^r|:; 
company - - J 

LONDON (R) i ^ 
composer Andrew"-}^ 
Webber and lyricist^ 
Rice on Wednesday joined 
forces to attack record com- 
panics for what, they , called 
their cynical ■'pm&tfjffi. 
of the pop s'mgleff-cffi^g 
The pair, famed ttwtitjgfc 
such blockbuster 
as “Evita” and “JesuscSft 
Superstar,” forcefijUS^cnfo 
cised the companie$3fr 
downgrading the. 
the Boyzone singfe^jfo 
Matter What” so 'if ; 3^ 
made ineligible 
charts. : 4^ 

Condom wrapped 
found in bottte of; 
Coca Cola 

* 

NAIROBI (AFF) 

Kenyan court fined tbeC&a 
Cola Bottling Co. jJdrjjjlfl 
after a condom wrappe&vas 
found in the bottle of 
according to a parhamehssy 
report in the Daily Nation/A 
member of padiaznefe ' wBo 
demanded to know why tbe 
fine was so pahry w^ tofl 
by Assistant 

Industrial DevelopnHjff 
Joseph Kimkung thaa^ffi " 
firm had assured, himrir.it ! 
would strengthen its -quality 
controL 
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Stitches save : ^ 1 
Clinton model from 
trouser scandal 

SYDNEY (R) — Visiinisi 
a Madame Tussaud's exhi 
bition in Sydney haw 
become little too ratimaK j 
with President Ctintaft j 
double. Waxworks musam 
Madame Tussaud’s, eager | 
to avoid a Clinton sexiscaS . j 
dal have had to sew upje i 
trouser zipper of the. wm ! 
copy of the world leader oh ] 
display. “The figures life j 
very accessible and people j 
tend to get up close to geT 
their photographs taken. ^ 
are finding that eveiy tiire 
we went past Clinton -1^- 
zipper was undone," : .«nd - 
the exhibitor's general Man- 
ager. -V-, 

Man walks from U-.. 
England to France 
through Channel 1 . 

CALAIS (AFP) 

Russian man has walkof 
from England to France 
through tire Channel Tunnel 
risking death from trains 
passing at 150 ktiornetns 
per hour, official sources 
said Wednesday. The’ 36- 
year-old man, whom police 
have not named, was picked 
up on Tuesday by French 
police at Coquell es. Police 
and officials from the 
Eurotunnel operating coflh. 
pany said it was a “miracle* 
that the man survived t&” 
trek. 

Balloon duo split 
over differences 

GENEVA (AFP) — A pair 
of adventurers, one British 
and one Swiss, who had 
planned to cinximscribe the 
world together non-stop fay 
balloon, are to s carats 
because of personal differ- . 
ences, the organisers 
announced Wednesday 
Psychiatrist Bertrand 
Piccard from Switzerland 
and Briton Tony Brown, an 
engineer on Concorde, have 
decided to split. However . 
Piccard still intends to. pr^ 
ceed. 

Australian lawyers 
losing their wigs . ’’ 

SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Australian lawyers will netf 
year no longer wear their 
traditional horsehair wig? m 
appearances before ti* 
country’s Federal Court- 
The court’s chief justice 
announced this week fo® 
foe wigs were no long® 1 
either relevant or appropjj" 
ate in foe court. Many of fos 
court's lawyers have criti- 
cised their horsehair be»l 
nesses as an uncomforQ^ - 
component of foe'w wotk ’ 
especially since judges have 
been sitting without fo* 1 * 1 
for the last four years- 
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